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Arafat gets top welcome in Ethiopia 

ADDCS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) — Yasser Arafat, named preside!* of the 
Worth* state one days ago, mind Wednesday for a two-day vUt and 
Ettoopian leaderasaft Hut a bead of state’s welcome. Presfatent Mengbtu 
HaBe Mariam, monte* «f Hi caMnef 'and envoys from Anb and sodafist 
awtrfc* were at fte arport to welcome the PtlodK Liberation 
Organfantigo (FLO) leader, wha arrived from neighboiHlng DjiboatL Abo 
Wednesday, Arafrt wag qaoted as w anifa gtte lift squads hare famed out 
m a nmnWi/ h rap*- *" 1 l fTf* ft* 

af Palestinian leaders. Arafat told foe editor in ddef of the London-based 
weekly Ai Kfajda fl wt the Ut squads are tf la ft mamfr*, 

to efarifag a fttadnin. “There ae three graqx, bat according to the' 
names avaOabie to me enjy one person Inwrfred Is a Pakstan and the rest 
bdong to ether nationalities,** said AnrfkL ‘There bare always been snch 
attemtits perpetrated by the Israelis, international ioteffigeaee agencies and 
Arab agMH,” said Arafat without going into detail. Excerpts from the 
Interview ran b the weekly’s Jeddah based, sister BogKsb-laagBage 
new spaper, Arab News. 
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AI Hussein 

inaugurates 

King 

Abdullah 

Mosque 

AMMAN (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Wednes- 
day inaugurated the King Abdul- 
lah Ibn AI Hussein the Martyr’s 
Mosque at Abdali in Amman and 1 
joined worshippers in AI ’Asr 
prayers. 

"I am greatly honoured to 
open this great mosque named 
after a great man who devoted his 
life and his efforts to build this 
country and serve its people,” 
King Hussein said in an inaugural 
address at the official opening 
ceremony. 

The King paid tribute to die 
late King Abdullah, his grand- 
father and founder of the King- 
dom, who laid the ground for the 
political, constitutional, par- 
liamentary, social and economic 
life of the country. 

“Indeed, the late King Abdul- 
lah paved the way for the future 
generations of this Kingdom to 
live a decent life and to enjoy 
security and carry on with the 
construction and progress that 
serves the Arab nation as a 
whole,” the King said. 

“The late King Abdullah has 
fought hard in defence of the 
Arab homeland and fell as a 
martyr while defending the Arab 
and Islamic nation’s rights in the 
Holy City of Jerusalem where he 
is buried alongside his father 
Sharif Hussein Ibn Ali near the 
Aqsa Mosque,” King Hussein 
added. 

He said the late King-AWuUah 
inherited the great mission of the 
Great Arab Revolt that was led 
by Sharif Hussein Ibn Ali at the 
turn of this century to lead the 
Arab nation to freedom and 
unity. 

“The construction of the new 
mosque in Amman which bears 
the late King's name is a show of 
respect and appreciation of his 
remarkable endeavours and his 
services to his people,” King 
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His Majesty King Hussein, His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah Dm AI Hussein and senior offi- 
cials perform prayers Wednesday at King Abdul- 


lah Mosque after theinauguration ceremony of the 
mosque (Petra photo) 


Hussein pointed out. 

King Hussein said be was also 
delighted to see this great mosque 
adjoined by an Islamic culture 
centre which, together with the 
mosque, forms a complex where 
religion and .cuJrure can be 
moulded and where faith in God 
can be strengthened.” 

King Hussein said on this occa- 
sion “Muslims look forward to- 
wards the day when the holy sites 
of Jerusalem are liberated from 
occupation so that AI Aqsa and 
the other sacred shrines can re- 
main free and stand out as a 
symbol of faith for all Muslims on 
earth.” 

Addressing the celebration. 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs Sheikh Abdul Aziz AI 
Khayyar outlined the importance 
of constructing mosques, saying 
that they have always been cen- 
tres for launching Islamic Da’wa, 
teaching Koranic sriences, Isla- 
mic cul hire and for graduating 
leaders of the Islamic conquests 
and Muslim scholars. 

Khayyat voiced hope that the 
new mosque will play its role in 
enhancing Islamic culture, fulfill- 
ing the message of the mosque 
and delivering the good word and 
advice, through its mimbar (ros- 
trum), the cultural centre, the 
Koran house and its library. 

Khayyat pointed out that the 


idea of setting up this mosque was 
initiated by King Hussein who 
allocated a plot of land for its 
construction in 1974, laid its 
foundation stone in 1982 and 
followed up on its construction 
stages. 

He added that the mosque has 
three doors, which were called 
the Door of Peace, the Door of 
Shoura (consultation) and the 
Door of Mercy, to signal tfie 
principles that Islam advocates. 

Khayyat noted the efforts 
made by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai, Royal Court 
Chief Field Marshal Sharif Zai 
Ibn Shaker and senior govern- 
ment officials to build this big 
Islamic edifice. 

The mosque has cost approx- 
imately JD 5 million, of which JD 
3.5 million were spent during the 
first phase of construction. 

Khayyat pointed out that more 
than 40 engineers and techni- 
cians, 20 contractors and 1,000 
workers from Jordan, Syria, 
Morocco and Egypt have carried 
ont the mosque project. 

At the end of the celebration 
King Hussein delivered royal 
medals to the Ministry of Awqaf 
secretary general, the executive 
director of the project and a 
number of engineers who made 
significant contributions to the 


project. King Hussein also re- 
ceived from Khayyat a copy of 
the Holy Koran and a gift on the 
occasion. 

The celebration was attended 
by His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah Ibn AI Hussein, Rifai, 
Sharif Zaid, Speaker of the Up- 
per House of Parliament Ahmad 
AI Lawzi, King Hussein’s Politic- 
al Advisor Adrian Abu Odeh and 
senior civil and military officials. 

The octagonal. mosque's light- 
blue dome and twin minarets 
dominate the dty skyline from 
the site near the parliament 
budding. 

Khayyat has said the mosque 
and its extensive facilities are 
designed to accommodate 10,000 
worshippers. 

It will take over most state 
functions from the 67-year-old 
Hussein! Mosque in bustling cen- 
tral Amman, the. only other.gov- 
ernment-builr mosque among the 
city’s 430. 

The new mosque was designed 
by West German architect Jan 
Cejka and Jordanians Ribhi Sobh 
and Hassan Nouri. 

Khayyat said last year the ori- 
ginal plan had undergone numer- 
ous changes to rectify faults, in- 
cluding incorrect orientation of 
the Qiblah, or Niche, indicating 
the direction of Mecca. 


Crown Prince calls on southerners 
to return, take part in development 


AQABA (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Wednesday called on the inhabi- 
tants of the southern regions who 
had left their hometowns to re- 
turn to the south and participate 
in its development. 

The southern regions of Jordan 
account for nearly 50 per cent of 
the total area of the country and 
can absorb one third of the total 
amounts of investments, but un- 
fortunately the area now is home 
for 10 per cent of the population, 
the Crown Prince said in an 
address to a meeting held here to 
assess the economic development 
process in the southern parts of 
the Kingdom, which indudes the 
governorates of Karak and 
Tafileh and the district of Aqaba. 

The southern regions of Jordan 
acquire a central location within 
the newly formed Arab Coopera- 


tion Council (ACC) and there- 
fore should be developed econo- 
mically and socially through va- 
rious development schemes, the 
Crown Prince noted. 

Developing the southern re- 
gions should be part of the all-out 
endeavour to implement the 
ACC objectives. Prince Hassan 
added. 

He referred to the European 
Community (EC), which was 
established in 1957, and which, 
he said, took 35 years to reach the 
level at which its member coun- 
tries can integrate, a process 
which is scheduled to take place 
in 1992. 

Prince Hassan stressed the im- 
portance of the tourism sector in 
Aqaba which, he said, ought to 
attract investments of all kinds 
and due attention from the public 
as well as the private sectors. 


“Agriculture and industry are 
also of great importance and they 
too should be given due care in 
the general socio-economic de- 
velopment of the southern re- 
gions,” Prince Hassan added. 

In all thi§^be said, the private 
sector “can play a leading role 
and can increase investments.” 
The Crown Prince referred to the 
recently established industries af 
Aqaba which, be said, have con- 
tributed to the general develop- 
ment. 

At the outset of the meeting 
which was attended by Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai and other 
officials. Minister of Planning 
Taber Kanaan outlined the objec- 
tives of the meeting and said mat 
one important challenge faring 
Jordan now is the transfer of 
responsibility in socio-economic 
development from the public to 


the private sector. “At present 
most attention is being fixed on 
industry and agriculture in the 
southern regions of the Kingdom, 
a process which is being taken 
over by the private sector." 

The minister stressed the im- 
portance of creating income 
generating projects so as to 
absorb more unemployed people 
and create opportunities for more 
income for the country. 

A higher technical committee, 
charged with discussing projects 
for the south, submitted a list of 
priorities for the socio-economic 
development of the southern re- 
gions. 

The four-point list referred to 
economic, mineral, social, econo- 
mic, touristic, industrial, agri- 
cultural and services develop- 
ment. 


Qasem: U.S. shows new spirit on peace 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan’s foreign 
minister said on Wednesday the 
United States was showing a 
“new spirit" on a Middle East 
settlement and President Bush’s 
statements showed he was serious 
about peace. 

“This is a positive, clear Amer- 
ican position that we feel points 
in a serious way at the major - 
elements in the conflict — an end 
to the occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza in return for 
guarantees of peace and security 
for the state of Israel and all other 
states in the region,” Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwan Qasem said. 

“We flank it’s a very important 
step that will have a positive 
impact os the whole region, in- 
cluding a major sector within 
Israeli society. 11 he told Reuters, 
in an interview. 

t Bush said after meeting Egyp- 
tian President Hqku Mubarak* 
Monday that their common goals 
iodaded Israeli security, the end 
of the Israeli occupation of terri- 
tories seized in foe 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war and the achievement 
of Palestinian rights. ’ 

Bush also said a property struc- 
ittrcd itferttrioaa! conference 
could play a useful role at the 


appropriate time. 

His Majesty King Hussein, due 
in Washington later this month, 
has, like Mubarak, long called for 
an international conference 
under U.N. auspices to settle the 
Arab-kraeli conflict. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, now in the U.S. capital 
for talks with Bush, flatly rejects 
the idea. 

Qasem said he detected a “new 
spirit” in American statements on 
the Middle East, if not actual 
policy changes. This was con- 
firmed by Washington’s decision 
in December to open a dialogue 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation. 

He hoped Bush would leave 
Shamir in no doubt that a peace 
settlement required an end to the 
occupation and Palestinian self- 
determination. “That does not 
conflict with the security of all 
states in foe region, including 
Israel,” he said. 

Qasem. 50, said the Arab 
World was offering Israel much 
more now than when Jordan and 
Egypt became the first Arab 
states to accept U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242 in 2967.- 

“Then, in the language of 242, 


it was an end to the state of 
belligerency. Now the Arabs are 
ready to enter a meaningful, con- 
structive process that would lead 
to much more than that — a 
genuine peace for all, if and when 
Israel withdraws from the terri- 
tories it occupied in 1967 and 
1973,” Qasem declared. 

“This (Israeli withdrawal) is 
the major signal that will indicate 
that the peace process will come 
to fruition in a just and durable 
solution. 

“Israel can no longer hide be- 
hind a negative Arab or Palesti- 
nian position. We have called the 
Israeli bluff of having a peace- 
loving attitude... and this is the 
moment of truth.” 

Qasem said the Lebanese must 
agree among themselves if they 
wanted the world to take them 
seriously. 

“The most important thing is to 
stop any further 'deterioration, to 
have a ceasefire to save the 
Lebanese from more bloodshed 
and agonising experiences, 1 ’ 
Qasem. a member of the Arab 
League mediating committee on 
Lebanon, said. 

“This will give the committee a 
chance to suggest a platform... 


(of)... elements that can re -com- 
pose Lebanon into a state built on 
reconciliation and under- 
standing." 

Asked whether pressures from 
Israel, Syria and Iraq were ob- 
structing an understanding 
among Lebanese, he said: “I 
don’t discount foreign influences 
in Lebanon., but foe Lebanese 
cannot succumb to any outsider. 

“They have to wake up to foe 
fact that they most find a com- 
mon denominator, a feeling of 
belonging to a country as foeir 
homeland that they want to 
promote and protea. 

“This is a bare minimum for 
foe Lebanese to show that they 
have a right to demand the se- 
rious attention of the Arabs and 
tiie world,” he said. 

Qasem said the committee, 
formed earlier this year, wanted 
to rehabilitate Lebanon’s frac- 
tured state institutions. 

"This will involve election of a 
president, constitutional reform 
and rectification of a certain 
sense of injustice that some 
Lebanese factions have felt 
through the years, whether this is 
social, political, economic Or 
psychological," he added. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Arab League mediators appeal for ceasefire 

20 more die as merciless 
bombardment hits Beirut 

BEIRUT (AP) At least 20 people died *“ foe air to make way Foreign 

, , . ... , , . , for the vehicles that raced to Dumas earlie 

Wednesday as rival Sides pounded east and unknown destinations. Assembly tin 

west Beirut with rockets and other artillery Wednesday, jean-Fran- about 100 

’ L f-n/. J coisDemau, vice president of foe- embassy and 

for the fifth straight day. Foreign Affairs Committee at the petrol tank. 


In Damascus, Kuwait's foreign 
minister, head of an Arab League 
mediation team made a new call 
for a ceasefire to start at Wednes- 
day midnight. 

After a six-hour talk with Sy- 
rian President Hafez* Assad, 
Sbdkb Sabah Ai' Ahmad AI 
Sabah of Kuwait said “we appeal 
to all foe warring parties to 
observe a ceasefire as of mid- 
night.” He did not say whether 
Assad had agreed to the truce. 

Sheikh Sabah also called for 
attacks on ports and airports to 
end and crossing points opened 
between east and west Beirut. 

“We are a committee repre- 
senting foe entire Arab World 
and we put foe historic responsi- 
bility upon each party who does 
not comply with this call. 

In an interview earlier in foe 
day Army Commander Gen. 
Michel Aoun signalled willing- 
ness to return to foe situation 
before he imposed a blockade on 
opposition controlled Lebanese 
ports which set of foe current 
round of fighting March 14. 

Aoun told the London-based 
Mideast Mirror in a telephone 
interview telexed to foe Associ- 
ated Press in Bahrain that he 
would lift foe blockade as long as 
foe ports were not used to export 
drugs arid arms' “He called again 
for Syrian and Israeli withdrawal 
from Lebanon and said he would 
accept any other peacekeeping 
force. 

Police put the toll at 20 killed 
and 68 wounded in foe fierce 
exchanges that targeted residen- 
tial areas. 

That raised to 175 killed and 574 
wounded the overall toll from the 
29-day confrontation between 
Aoun's Falangist troops and an 
alliance of Syrian and Dnize 
forces. . 

Police said most of foe casual- 


Israeli officer 
refuses help for 
injured Arab 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — An Israeli army officer 
rushing to the scene of a car! 
accident cancelled an ambu- 
lance after learning that foe 
injured driver was an Arab, 
I’the independent Yediot Ahro- 
not newspaper reported 
j Wednesday. 

The newspaper published a 
front-page interview with the 
driver, aa Arab from the 
Israeli bedouin village of 
Rahat, who said he remained 
on foe roadside for hours, suf- 
fering burns on his hands and 
face, after his car caught fire 
when his gas line ruptured. 

The driver, Yussef AI Dib- 
san, 24. told the newspaper 
that soldiers sent away drivers 
that stopped to offer first aid 
by telling them: “It’s OK, he’s 
Arab." 

A military spokesman said 
foe army was investigating foe 
report. 

Dibsan told Yediot be was 
alone in foe car and dragged 
himself out after the accident. 
A few minutes later an army 
vebicle stopped and an officer, 
seeing Dibsan was injured, cal- 
led an ambulance and foe fire 
-department. 

“He asked me questions and 
when I told him that I lived in 
Rabat (a bedouin town in the 
Negev Desert) he said, ‘so 
you're an Arab',” Dibsan said. 

“He moved away and I 
heard him cancelling foe call for 
foe ambulance arid the fire 
squad," he said. “Because of 
my injuries I couldn’t even beg 
him to evacuate me.” 

Dibsan said he was left lying 
on the roadside until a man 
from the farm where he works 
saw foe flaming car. The man 
who helped, Shalom Arikah, 
told Yediot he ignored sol- 
diers’ orders to go away. 

’T saw a burning car, but foe 
soldiers told me that it was an 
Arab’s car and I should not go 
near it,” said Arikah. 


ties were reported in west Beirut 
where shells fired by Falangist 
gunners slammed into three 
vegetables markets and the Bar- 
bir Hospital, one of the four 
major medical centres in foe ci- 
ty’s western sector. 

A‘ police spokesman said foe 
Murr Tower, an unfinished 40- 
storey skyscraper used by Syrian 
troops in west Beirut as a base for 
snipers and artillery spotters, 
took several direct hits from 155- 
mfllimetre Howitzers. 

The spokesman, who cannot be 
named in line with police rules, 
said there was an undetermined 
number of Syrian casualties. 

Syrian soldiers were seen eva- 
cuating casualties from the tall 
building. They shot foeir automa- 


tic rifles in foe air to make way 
for the vehicles that raced to 
unknown destinations. 

Also Wednesday, Jean-fran- 
co is Deniau, rice president of foe * 
Foreign Affairs Committee at the 
French National Assembly, ar- 
rived in foe Falangist enclave for 
talks with Lebanese leaders on 
foe present situation. 

Meanwhile Deniau said 
Wednesday Syrian forces ordered 
the shelling of France's embassy 
in Beirut to try to prevent him 
from meeting Aoun. 

He told French radio from 
Beirut that French embassy staff 
had intercepted a telephone call 
in which a Syrian officer ordered 
foe shelling of foe ambassador’s 
residence, where he is staying. 

“We have had confirmation 
through an intercepted call that 
orders were given to fire on the 
residence to prevent me from 
fulfilling my mission, to prevent 
me from meeting Gen. Aoun," 
Deniau said.' 


Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas earlier told the National. 
Assembly that shells had landed 
about 100 metres from the 
embassy and had set fire to a 
petrol tank. 

But Deniau told the Europe 1 
radio station: “The -building was 
targetting this morning and shells 
fell less than 20 metres away." 

Deniau later drove in an 
armoured troop carrier to meet 
Aoun at the presidential palace in 
Baabda, target of heavy shelling. 

“In foe name of France I 
solemnly condemn foe bombard- 
ments striking foe civilian popula- 
tions of Beirut." Dumas told foe 
National Assembly. 

France said Wednesday it was 
sending two ships with relief sup- 
plies to Beirut to help. civilians 
caught in the artillery battle. . 

Deniau braved the shelling to 
cross foe Green Line dividing foe 
city, to meet with Aoun's rival 
Acting Prime Minister Salim AI 
Hoss in west Beirut. 



A resident walks through the nibble of war-tom east Beirut 


4 more youths hit by bullets 
as Israelis free 340 detainees 


OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops 
Wednesday shot and seriously 
wounded a 14-year-old Palesti- 
nian in foe head in clashes with 
Palestinian protesters in Gaza 
City as foe Israeli occupation 
authorities freed nearly 340 de- 
tainees. 

Also in foe Gaza Strip Wednes- 
day, Israeli troops shot and 
wounded three schoolchildren 
with rubber bullets in foe Khan 
Younis Refugee Camp, hospitals 
reported. 

The released detainees were 
mainly protesters freed a few 
days before foe expiry of their jail 
sentences, including 50 youngs- 
ters aged between 12 and 16. 

Israeli and Palestinian sources 
said those freed included dozens 
of men detained without trial in 
stark conditions at foe Ketziot 
desert prison camp, but no senior 
political activists. 

At least 250 more prisoners 
from foe occupied West Bank 
were on thier way to Bethlehem 
to be freed later in the day. 


officials said. 

The release coincided with foe 
start of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir's crucial talks with Bush 
administration in Washington. 

One freed detainee, Hamdi 
Arafat, 21, told reporters: “We 
know it was done for the media 
while Shamir is visiting 
Washington.” 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said freeing foe detainees 
was “a gesture to show foe resi- 
dents we respect their religious 
beliefs,” meaning Ramadah. 

Israel is holding about 5,000 
Palestinians arrested during foe 
uprising, including more than 
1,000 political activists in deten- 
tion without trial. In addition, 
more than 4.500 Arabs have been 
in jail since before foe revolt for 
commando activities. 

Israel has announced a series of 
goodwill gestures in the last two 
days, ostensibly to mark foe start 
of Ramadan, just as Shamir be- 
gan a difficult mission to explain 
in Washington Israel’s refusal to 
talk to foe Palestine Liberation 


Organisation (PLO) or give back 
occupied Arab lands. 

Defence Ministry officials au- 
thorised dozens of family reuni- 
fications for Palestinians whose 
Spouses or children had been 
barred from residing in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Mosque loudspeakers removed 
after broadcasting “incitement” 
were returned, some curfews 
were lifted and alleyways sealed 
to stop protesters were reopened. 

But many of the 1.75 million 
Palestinians under occupation 
seemed unimpressed by the 
moves, saying they would not 
calm the uprising unless Israel 
addressed basic demands for self- 
determination and a Palestinian 
state. 

One 13-year-old boy released 
in Gaza, Mahmoud Abu Kheyal, 
told reporters when asked 
whether his parents were angry 
with him for being arrested dur- 
ing protests: “I think they are 
proud of me." 

At (east 419 Palestinians have 
been killed in the uprising. 


Baker, Shamir hold ‘ useful, 
productive and friendly’ talks 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
presented - Secretary of State 
James Baker with proposals ro 
solve problems in 'foe Middle 
East Wednesday, and Baker said 
he was encouraged. 

Although details were not im- 
mediately disclosed, Shamir had 
said last week in Israel he would 
propose that Palestinians hold 
elections to choose leaders for 
negotiations over the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

"I feel we have started a very 
serious discussion," Shamir said 
after foe two-hour meeting at foe 
State Department. Baker railed it 
“a very productive, useful, 
friendly discussion.” 

He said Shamir had made some 


suggestions that “were very en- 
couraging. ” 

On his arrival, Shamir pledged 
to work with foe United States in 
a search for new peace openings. 
“We are among friends,” he said. 

In an arrival statement, Shamir 
said he hoped his visit would 
open “vistas” to peace while he 
works with U.S. officials “in 
mutual understanding and re- 
spect." 

His aim in the election propos- 
al is to find leaders other than 
from foe PLO to negotiate some 
form of self-rule for the 1.7 mil- 
lion Arabs in foe Israeli-occupied 
territories. 

The 73-year-old prime minister 
refuses to negotiate with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), he told a conference 


of Jewish- American organisation 
leaders that sitting with the PLO 
“will bring disaster.” 

. While Shamir has .withheld 
many of the details until he saw 
Baker Wednesday and President 
George Bush Thursday, he. 
apparently intends to -hold the ‘ 
elections only after the 15Vi- 
month uprising subsides. 

The Bush administration is 
seeking a more immediate change 
in foe situation. And yet, a U.S.. 
official, briefing reporters Tues- 
day at the White House On the 
visit, said, “We want to listen to 
what Prime Minister Shamir has 
to say hdw foe peace process can 
be moved forward, but I' don’t 
want to prejudge what, in fact, he 
is going to tell the president.” 
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Kabul rocket bombardment kills 6 


KABUL (Agencies) — Rockets smashed into Kabul 
for the second successive day Wednesday killing six 
people and injuring 23, police said. 

Two rockets fired from the hills observing the obligations under 
outside the Afghan capital ex- the accords, sanctified bv the 
ploded in the city, mowing people ■ name and authority of the U.N.," 
down with a lethal spray of strap- . he said in an interview published 
neL witnesses said. “ the Indian Patriot newspaper 

One landed in a park, killing an Wednesday, 
old man and a child, and the “Any government should think 
other in a shopping street, des- twice before challenging the in- 
troying a cigarette shop, killing its temational community in such a 
Owner and killin g or maiming way and before resorting to such 
shoppers. a gross violation of international 

Six rockets hit a northern re- law," he said, 
sidential area of Kabul Tuesday, “It puts al stake too much — 
killing a t least six people and the reputation of the country, on 
possibly as many as 12. who's word one could rely, as 

The attacks on the capital fol- well as tbe .future of its relations 
low a lull of several weeks and with the countries of the region," 
residents fear that with the Shevardnadze said, 
advent of spring the Mujahedeen More than 100,000 Soviet 
rebels fighting to topple the gov- troops left Afghanistan by Feb. 
eminent may be stepping up their 15 under Geneva accords bro- 
campaign to demoralise Kabul's kered by the United Nations one 
two million inhabitants. year ago. 

In New Delhi, Soviet Foreign Under the accords, Pakistan and 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze Moscow pledged not to interfere in 
was quoted as saying Pakistan is Afghanistan, 
risking its reputation by backing “This obligation is openly and 
Afghan rebels despite accords flagrantly violated,” Shevard- 
that led to the departure of Soviet nadze said, 
troops from Afghanistan. Moscow contends that by con- 

“ Islamabad has embarked on a tinuing to supply Afghan rebel 
road of actual refusal from Mujahedeen from its own terri- 


tory, Pakistan is m breach of the 
agreements arid has said Islama- 
bad risks war with Afghanistan, 
where the government is holding 
put without Soviet troops. 

Shevardnadze did not repeat 
that implied threat in his inter- 
view with the Patriot. 

“Pakistan has quite a few big 
and complicated problems. By its 
defiant policies towards Afgha- 
nistan it will only aggravate these 
problems and will put itself in an 
even more difficult position," be 
said, however. 

Kabul spy trial 

Meanwhile Pakistan’s Foreign 
Ministry dismissed the trial of two 
alleged Pakistani spies by the 
Afghan government Wednesday 
as a “desperate ploy." 

A ministry spokesman told re- 
porters at a briefing that Pakistan 
viewed Kabul’s attempts to in- 
volve tbe United Nations' Security 
Council in the Afghan conflict as 
merely propaganda. 

Kabul .has said the two men 
were going on trial in a public 
hearing to prove that Pakistan 
was actively helping rebel guerril- 
las inside Afghanistan. 

But the P akis tani spokesman 
said the Afghan government had 
given no proof that the two men. 


captured near the southern city of 
Kandahar in March, were Pakis- 
tanis at all. 

“You can catch any two people 
and put them on television and 
daim they they are Pakistanis,” he 
said. “Basically this is a desperate 
ploy to try and prove that we are 
involved." 

The spokesman reiterated Pakis- 
tan’s denial that it was involved 
militarily in the 10-year-old civil 
war in its north-western neighbour. 

“Pakistan has never interfered 
with what goes on in Afghanistan,'’ 
he said. 

Tbe Soviet-backed Kabul gov- 
ernment says Pakistani militia and 
army officers are fighting alongside 
the rebels laying siege to the east- 
ern city of Jalalabad. 

Some rebels say privately Pakis- 
tan's military intelligence agency is 
active in advising them and con- 
trolling the supply of Western and 
other aims. But they deny any 
regular Pakistani units are involved 
id the fighting. 

U.N. appeal 

The Kabul government called 
Monday for an urgent meeting of 
the U.N. Security Council to dis- 
cuss what it described as Pakista- 
ni military aggression. 


Egyptian artists caught in drug bust 


CAIRO (R) — Four top Egyp- 
tian stage and television perfor- 
mers are being investigated as 
part of a nationwide drive against 
drug abuse, police said 
Wednesday. 

A spokesman for the Interior 
Ministry's anti-narcotics bureau 
said three singers and a famous 
comic were found smoking hash- 
ish in a luxury Cairo apartment 
Tuesday. 

“They were arrested and ques- 
tioned," he said. One was held in 
custody and the - others, were re- 
leased on bail pending further 
investigation. 

News of the arrests and inves- 
tigation was front-page news in 
all major Cairo newspapers 
Wednesday. 

Tire use of narcotics is illegal in 


Egypt. Those convicted face stiff 1 
fines and prison terms from five 
years to life. 

Last month, an Egyptian court 
rejected a British woman's appeal 
against a 25-year prison sentence 
for smuggling heroin concealed in 
a wooden elephant. Maureen 
PaJeschi, 51, from Cleveland in 
northeast England, said she did 
not know the drugs were in the 
elephant which she said an Egyp- 
tian friend had given her as a 
present in Karachi. 

The arrests of the entertainers 
highlights a huge campaign to 
curb trafficking and persuade 
Egyptian youths not to try he- 
roin, cocaine and h ashis h on sale 
in Cairo's backstreets. 

Posters with skull and cross- 
bones, warning of the dangers of 


drug abuse plaster the Cairo tene- 
ment haunts of dealers and users. 

The police raid has shown that 
Egypt's multi-million dollar en- 
tertainment business, where 
wealthy stars enjoy exotic lifes- 
tyles far from the poverty of 
many of their fans, was not im- 
mune from tbe government’s 
anti-drug offensive. 

Among the noted entertainers 
pulled in by the police was 
Ahmad Kahlawi, 35, a singer of 
religious songs. He is being held 
for further questioning, police - 
said. 

Three others found in the hash- 
ish-smoke filled apartment were 
Emad Abdul Halim, 29, tall sin- 
ger of love songs, Nemat Mus- 
tapha, 24, tbe showbusiness 
songstress known as Sali — both 
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household n am es -in Egypt — and 
comedian Sayed Zayyan, 45. 

All three were freed on bail 
ranging from 1,000 to 2,000 
Egyptian pounds ($400 to $800). 

A fifth suspect, identified by 
police as Eid Darwish, 45, a 
merchant, was also released on 
bail. 

Zayyan failed to turn up- for 
' Tuesday night's performance in a 
current stage production in the 
fashionable neighbourhood of 
Zamalek, a theatre worker told 
Reuters. 

The government has said it 
would soon draft new legislation 
increasing the penalties for drug 
offences. 

Psychiatrists estimate two mil- 
lion of Egypt's 54 million people 
are addicted to heroin or cocaine. 


Iraq vows 
retaliation 


discover for yourself f s attacked 


PrutinA 
itfXXUJ/ \ 

REMOVES STUBBORN 
stains in a flash 


A super cleaning 
products that really 
Care for your home. 


Othetob: 

DAC GLASS CLEANER 
DAC FLOOR KLEEN 
DAC ANTICEPTIC 
DAC WASHING LIQUID 
DAC LAUNDRY DETERGENT 
DAC KLEEN FLUSH, etc. 



Qnly at. 


ASWAD 

Infennaduznidt7r*&</uitf- 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) Iraq; 
whose nuclear reactor was des- 
troyed by Israel in 1981, said 
Wednesday it would strongly re- 
taliate against any future attacks 
by the Jewish state. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
told the Iraq News Agency 
(IN A): "Iraq will retaliate in an 
appropriate way to any Israeli 
aggression which may take place 
under distorted justifications. 
Any aggression will not pass with- 
out punishment." 

Rafael Eitan, an Israeli army , 
chief at the time of the air raid on 
the Iraqi reactor, recently said 
that Israel should destroy the 
facility if Baghdad rebuilt it. 

The Iraqi spokesman's remarks 
followed unconfirmed Western 
press reports that Baghdad was 
developing nuclear weapons. 

The spokesman said that 
among “the distorted Zionist 
attempts to undermine Iraq's 
reputation were those claiming 
that Iraq was manufacturing nuc- 
lear warheads.” 

He said the Israeli campaign 
came at a time when the Arab 
peace assault was being stepped 
up to uncover Israeli crimes 
aimed at hampering world peace 
efforts. 

During Iraq’s eight-year war 
with neighbouring Iran, Baghdad 
hit Tehran with missiles equipped 
with conventional warheads. 
Their 850-kilometre range 
showed that Iraq could hit Israel. 


Israel radio station 
bans intifada song 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The army radio station 
has restricted broadcasts of a 
newly released Israeli rock song 
about flie Palestinian uprising 
because its subject matter is 
“sensitive,” an army official 
said Wednesday. 

The song called the Flood IS 
Behind Us, written by Nurit 
Gabon, accuses Israelis in tbe 
coastal city of Tel Aviv of show- 
ing indifference toward Arab 
suffering during the nearly 16- 
mouth rebellion in the occupied 
territories- 

Tbe military station played 
tbe song several times before 
Station Commander Nahman 
Shaf ordered it taken off the air 
and played in the future only 
with his express consent, two 
Israeli news dailies, Hadasbot 
and Maariv, reported 
Wednesday. 

An official Is Shaf s office 
confirmed the decision in a 
telephone interview. 

"Yes it is an unusual step, 
but we are also a military 
framework and some consider 
this to be sensitive because it 
discusses tbe intifada,” or up- 
rising, said the official, who 
spoke on condition of anonym- 


ity in keeping with military 
regulations. 

Hadasbot quoted ShaJ as cri- 
tirising the song as “a glorifica- 
tion of the subject, with fines 
that are hard to accept.” Part 
of the song’s lyrics, as quoted 
by Hadasbot, are: 

There is a country of stones 
and firebombs. 

And there is a Tel Aviv on fire 
with night dabs and lewdness. 

There is a country of rebels 
where the wounded are being 
hnnriagpd , ■ 

And there is a Tel Aviv that 
makes merry with food and 
drink. 

_ No, don’t tell me about a 
httie girl who lost an eye. 

It only makes me fed bad. 

I don’t fed like hearing ab- 
out people oppressed or tor- 
tured, 

I don’t care, what is happen- 
ing in the territories... 

We wfll make love and live 
our lives. Td Aviv is life. 

Last year Israeli radio sta- 
tions restricted broadcast of 
another protest song about 
Israel’s hamfflng of the upris- 
ing called Sbootteg and Crying, 
by rock star Cy Hyman. 



Israeli leadership 
knew of spy-book 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A new 
book on the espionage of 
Jonathan J. Pollard concludes 
that Israel's leadership suspected 
it had a spy in Washington but 
probably did not now the details! 

The disclosures in Terrorism of 
Lies, to be published next month, 
could embarrass Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir who ar- 
rives for an official visit here 
Wednesday. 

Pollard, an intelligence analyst 
with the U.S. Navy, is serving a 
life sentence for selling Israel 
thousands of secrets. Israel has 
maintained it was an unautho- 
rised rogue operation. 

Pollard's November 1985 arrest 
and subsequent discoveries about 
the extent of his spying strained 
U.S .-Israel relations and stirred 
doubts among American Jews ab- 
out -their loyalty toisraeL 

In his book. Jerusalem Post 
correspondent Wolf Blitzer. -set? 
out to show that “at least one or 
two’.' of Israel’s senior leadership 
probably knew that a senior in- 
telligence operative named Rafi 
Eitan “was running a spy in 
Washington. They are simply too 
experienced in these kinds of 
matters not to have known or 
suspected.’’ 

Among those leaders were 
then-Prime Minister Shimon 
■ Peres and Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, both with broad in- 
telligence experience, and Shamir 
himself, who was once a senior 
operative of the Mossad spy 
agency. 

"But even if they suspected 
that a spy was in place in 
Washington, they almost certain- 
ly did not know his name was 
Pollard ...or any other specific 
details of the operation," Blitzer 
wrote. 

Blitzer, who has been covering 
the case since the day Pollard 
showed up at the Israeli embassy 
with his wife and cat asking for 
asylum, said an Israeli investiga- 
tor compared Eitan’s derision to 
keep his bosses in the dark to the 
Iran-contra affair. 

The book surmises that Eitan 
and other Pollard handlers- 
“apparently assumed, arrogantly 
and recklessly, that they would 
not get caught." 

In a chapter entitled “the Cov- 



Jay Pollard 

er-Up: Code Name ‘Siren’,'' Blit- 
- rj zer recounts how Israel’s, govexn- 
-ment scrambled to dis^ow 
knowledge of tbe=esfrionage~and; 
' give the appearance of full coop- 
eration with American investiga- 
tors without cooperating to die 
foil extent. 

Particularly he cites the deci- 
sion to keep from the Americans 
the name and role of Air Force 
Co). Aviem Sella, who recruited 
Pollard in 1984 and was subse- 
quently indicted. “The high level 
decision to cover up Sella’s role 
was understandable but stupid,” 
Blitzer wrote. 

To make sure the American 
investigation team that came to 
Israel would not learn about Sella 
or ask to interview him, Israeli 
‘ authorities spirited him out of the 
country to West Germany, Blit- 
zer wrote. They falsely dated tris 
passport several days earlier to 
make it look like he left before 
the team arrived, according to 
Blitzer.' 

“West Germany was selected 
because its customs officials do 
not routinely stamp entry dates 
into visiting Israeli passports," 
Blitzer said. 

American counter-intelligence 
experts became suspicious when 
'they learned that Pollard was 
tasked by his handlers with 
obtaining specific documents 
which they thought Israel could 
only have known about if some- 
one else was giving it informa- 
tion. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td- rr.tr i mv 

PROGRAMME ONE 

I5J0 Koran 

15:40 Programme review 

I5 ; 45 Children programme 

Local programme 

•TJO Programme on Jordan 

18:00 News for the Decal 

t * 20 Local programme 

'8=50 "Give me a break** 

,9lls Health programme 

•WO Programme review 

2*00 News in Arabic 

20J0 Local scries 

2,:3 ® Programme review 

21:40 Programme on Mamie jrt 

22iJ0 Arabic film 

23:00 News summary in Arabic 

Rim (coni A) 

PROGRAMME TWO 

MM0 Coulisses 

18:30 Documentary about plants 

News in French 

19:15 Circus 

I9J0 News in Hebrew 

19:45 Varieties 

2fc00 News in Arabic 

20J0 Bill Cosby Show 

21:10 Beauty and die Beast 

224)0 News in English 

2230 Feature film: ' "Silence of the 
North" 


PRAYER TIMES 

afrff (Sunr&jD^ 

H ' Dhuhr 

15:12 *Aw 

I&62 Maghreb 

19=21 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church Swrifieh 
TcL 010740 

Assemblies of 'Cod Church, -Td. 


(J27R5. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Td. 661757 
Terrasanta Church Tel: 622300 . 
Church of the Annunciation Tci. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383. Tel 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chord) Tel. 
775261. 

St- Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 

685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
S11295. 

Rainbow Congre gati on Tel. 822605. 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 815817, 821264 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be warm with tbe appearance 
■of some clouds at low altitudes and 
winds will' be southeasterly fight to 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Min -/mas. temp. 

Amman ]] / 25 

Aqaba 16/32 

Deserts 10/27 

Jordan Valley 14/30 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 24, Aqaba 31. Humidity readings: 
Amman 20 per cent, Aqaba 28 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
. NUMBERS 

NfGHT DUTY ■ 
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AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Sammour 615648 

Dr. Mohammad Abu Mahfouz 743344 

Dr. Yousef Amdral 821311 

Dr. Abdul firm Abu Khaiaf ... 663522 
Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascnu pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AJ Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

IRBID: 

Dr. Marwan Habtnb (_) 

Al Sharaa* pharmacy (985238) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Hussain Saf.irim 

KhaJifch pharmacy 9S5417 

• emergencies 

Oril Defence Departrtoil 661 I 1 I 

Ovu Defence Immwfj a ff 

630341 

Gvfl Defence Emergency ]99 

Rescue Police .... f92, tl 111.' 637777 

fife Brigade 622090*93 

775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 656390/91 

Public Security Department 

TV 656000 / 685111 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price ComiHamts 661176 

Water and. Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12 . 

Overseas Oils 17 

Central Amman Telephone - 


Repairs 623101 

Abdali Tdcphone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Waicr Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority .. 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-52000 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 813813/32 
KhaM Maternity, J. Amu ... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, J. Amn. ... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171/4 

Sfamesani Hospital 669131 

University Hoqrital 845845 

Al-Moasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AFMubaireen 777101/3 

Al-Basfair, J. Ashrafieh ..... 775111/26 

Army. Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602241*50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital ... (09)991071 

Ibu Sina Hospital (09)986732 

IRBID: 

Princess Bason Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)27227r 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian [ RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport TcL ( 08)33200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 

•Mi Aqaba (RJ) 

09:10. Damascus (Rj) 

0*15 Jeddah (RJ) 

69-JO Cairo (RJ) 

0*45 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

0!fc55 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

lfe 00 Dhahnui, Kuwait (RJ) 

Calcutta (RJ) 

. 16:15 I -amarq (RJ) 

17:39 Athens (RJ) 

17:30 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17^5 Loudon, Geneva (RJ) 

18:10 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

Bangkok (RJ) 

1*40 Tripoli (RJ) 

19:45 Rome (RJ) 

0030 Baghdad (RJ) 


18£5 Frankfurt (LH) 

19:10 Zurich, Lamaca (SR) 

00:05 London, Cairo (BA) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Taorminai (1) 


•fcSS Aqaba (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

lfc40 Tripoli (RJ) 

JIMS RometRJ) 

I IsM Athens (RJ) 

12:10 - Laroaca (RJ) 

12:15 Paris (RJ) 

12:15 Frankfort. London (RJ) 

20:15 Vienna, Miami (RJ) 

20:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

20JO Cairo (RJ) 

20-JO Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

2L-00 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

21 JO Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 
22HM Bangkok (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

®fcl5 Dubai (TU) 

09:10 Sanaa (LH) 

1*15 Baghdad (IA) 

I3J0 .. Muscat. Bahrain (GF) 

13J0 Kuwait (KU) 

14J0 DhahranfTK) 

1&00 Bucharest (ROj 

1*2* Riyadh (SV) 

18:00 ....... Amsterdam, Athens (KL) 

IMS Cairo (MS) 


Other Flights (Terminal (2) 

0M5 TunfcfTU) 

10:10 D ama sc us . Frankfort (LH) 

13^0 — ■ Baghdad (1A) 

14:30 Bahrain (ftP) 

MJ5 Kuwait (KU) 

15J0 Ankara. Istanbul (TKi 

lfcl 5 Rome(kO) 

17:40,., Riyadh (SV) 

!**0 i Gu»(MS) 

MARKET PRICES 


Nordic ministers discuss Mideast 


AMMAN (Agencies) — At their meting in Thorshavn March' 
30-31, 1989, the Nordic Foreign Ministers discussed the situation « 
in die Middle East. The minis ters were encouraged by the fact 
that Palestine liberation Organisation (PLO) leader Yasser, 
Arafat, at the U.N. General Assembly in Geneva last December, 
had accepted Security Cotmtil Resolutions 242 and 3^, recog- 
nised the right of Israel to exist and explicitly renounced all forms 
of terrorism. The ministers were also encouraged by die fact that 
the way had been paved for the beginning of a dialogue between 
the U.S. and die FLO. In this way steps towards a peaceful and 
just solution of the Arab-Israeli conflict had been taken, which 
deserved a speedy and constructive reply from Israel: Tbe ■ 
ministers stressed tbe importance of establishing direct contacts 
between Tgr$n»i and PLO. The ministers reiterated theft full 
support for convening an international peace conference under 
the auspices of tbe United Nations and with the participation of 
the five permanent members of the Security Council as well as all 
parties directly involved. The basis for the conference should be 
Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, which recognise 
Israel’s right to exist within secure and recognised borders, and 
the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination with all 
that this implies. An international conference still appears to be 
the best way iti which to achieve a permanent solution to the 
Middle East conflict. Tbe minis ters reiterated their grave concern 
about the continued oppressive measures by the Israeli authorities 
against the Palestinians in the occupied territories. These mea- 
sures are dearly in violation of both international law and human 
rights, and they widen the gap of distrust between the peoples in 
■ the area and add to the Palestinian people’s sense of disappoint- 
ment and frustration. 

Stoltenberg talks with Shara 

DAMASCUS (R) — Norwegian Foreign Minister Thorvald 
Stoltenberg discussed ways of pushing forward the peace process 
in the Middle East with his Syrian counterpart Farouq Al Shara, 
diplomats said. They said that Stoltenberg who arrived from 
Jordan Tuesday, and Shara expressed support for holding an 
international peace conference under the auspices of the United 
Nations to solve the Arab-Israeli conflict. Tbe Syrian foreign 
minis ter affirmed that a just and comprehensive peace in the 
region should be based on Israeli withdrawal from all occupied 
Arab territories and recognition of tbe Palestinian people’s rights. 

‘Moscow sold Libya bombers’ 

NEW YORK (R) — U.S. administration officials say the Soviet 
Union has sold Libya high-performance bombers and airborne 
refuelling ability, the New York Times reported Wednesday. The 
deal, involving as many as 15 of the Sukhoi-24D airplanes which 
can fly 1,300 kilometres round-trip without refuelling, would 
greatly enhance Libya's ability to hit targets in Israel and beyond, 
the newspaper said. The Defence Department had no comment 
on the report Tuesday evening. U.S. officials were puzzled by the 
deal, which also included training of Libyan pilots to fly the SU-24 
bombers, because it was at odds with Kremlin leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s proclaimed intention for the Soviet Union to take a 
more conciliatory role in regional conflicts, the Times said. It said 
the Bush administration must now decide whether to protest 
against the sale publidy or raise tbe question privately in talks 
between Secretary of State James Baker and Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze next month. 

Turkey arrests women over Christ film 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish police arrested two U.S. women in 
Istanbul as they tried to protest against a film festival screening of 
“Tbe Last Temptation of Christ, U.S. and Turkish officials said 
Wednesday. A U.S. consular official said police had not given foil 
details about the names or charges against the two women but 
their release was expected shortly. Istanbul police confirmed the. 
arrests, which occurred late Tuesday at the festival's second 
screening of the Martin Scorsese film, which shows scenes of Jesus 
Christ fantasising about making love. About 200 Muslim demon- 
strators marched in protest against the first screening of the film 
earlier Tuesday, manhandling one policeman. No arrests were 
made then. 

.Syria, Cyprus sign drug pact 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syria and Cyprus have agreed to cooperate 
in fighting the trade in narcotics, officials said Wednesday. An 
agreement was signed following talks Tuesday between visiting 
Cypriot Interior Munster Christ odoulos Veni amin and his Syrian 
counterpart Mohammad Harba. Under the terms of the agree- 


with Syrian President Hafez Al Assad Tuesday on developments 
in the region and ways of promoting bilateral cooperation. 

Maltese freighter found off UAE 

BAHRAIN (R) — The wreck of a Maltese freighter reported 
missing several days ago has been found off the coast of the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) but there were no signs of the 20 
Asian crew, the ship’s agents said Wednesday. A spokesman for 
tbe Dubai-based agents Al Gaitfa Al Ghanim Al Qutab told 
Reuters an offshore Abu Dhabi oil company found the 2,958- 
tonne Rahim Three in 15 feet of water a mile off the Emirate’s ' 
Umm Shef Oilfield. “We were notified by the Abu Dhabi Marine 
Operating Company they had discovered tbe wreck this morn- 
ing,” the spokesman said. “They said there is no sign of life and 
theft drivers are inspecting the ship’s hull for damage. We have no 
idea what has happened to the crew,” he added. Tbe nationality 
of crew was unknown, but they were believed to be Pakistanis or 
Indians, the agents said. Tbe Bombay-bound vessel loaded with 
scrap metal disappeared after leaving Doha last Thursday. 


UppaAower price in Sb per kg. 

Almonds 480 / 400 

Apple 500/ 400 

Banana 350 / 300 

Banana (Mnkammar) 300/250 

Beans 680/600 

Broad beans 170/140 

Cabbage 100/ 70 

Camas 180/140 

Cauliflower 220/ 180 

Cucumbers 400 / 340 

600 / 500 

Eggplant 320 / 260 

Garlic 250/ 180 


Lemon .............. ..... 460 / 400 

Lettuce (per one) ..... 100 / 70 

Marrow (large) 160 / 100 

Marrow (small) 220/180 

Orange (Shaminaud) 450 / 400 

Orange (local) 400/300 

Onion (dry) 230 / 200 

Onion (green) 160/120 

PepperTbot) 660 / 600 

Pepper (sweet) 260/200 

Potato 320 / 280 

Spinadi 180/140' 

Strawberry 1600 / 1200 

Tomatoes 1.. '380 /300 
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PROGRAMME ONE • 

1*00 — Koran 


!?;12 P?*™ Programme 

ReSgious programme 

d F ««y s prayer . 

l-Sa Rebgi^prc^TOune 

JtS Religious seminar 

fix! ~ -Sports programme 

The world around ns 

!r" Feature film 

:Z"* Message from Oman 

J £2; Ambicseries 

J®*? New* summary in Arabic 

JrS Local programme 

SS - Loeal pro granune 

ilvJJ: programme review 

News in Arabic 

SS Load programme 

irjE y:-"- 1x1081 programme 

— ..... News summary in Arabic 
23:18 - Programme (count.) 


. PROGRAMME TWO 

Chikfren cartoons " 

il 1 ” Ftencfa feature 63m 

252 '• — News la French 

2;2 — — Documentary 

ifj? — .... News in Hebrew 

--News m Arabic. 

t*” Charles in Charge 

222 Wolf to the Slaughter 

22:20 FakootSM 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Al Hussein Wednesday 
listens to briefing on Amman pl»«« by Amman 


Mayor Abdul Raonf Al Rawabdeh during Her 
Majesty’s visit to the nmuki|iafify (Petra photo) 



FAREWELL: D.^ty 

Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Marwaa AJ Qasem 
Wednesday hosted a luncheon in 
honour of the outgoing French 
Ambassador to Jordan Patrick 
Lecfercq, whose term in Jordan 
has come to an end. Qasem 
presented the ambassador with a 
token gift and praised his efforts 
to develop bilateral relations 
(Petra photo). 


:* « 


TV EXCHANGE: > 

formation Minister Hani Kha- 
sawneh Wednesday received the 
head of the French Television’s 
international channel and an 
accompanying team and discus- 
sed with them the exchange of - 
television programmes through r V-\ 
satellite (Petra photo). 



‘Hashemite ensured Muslim-Christian unity’ 

Patriarch of Jerusalem 
inaugurates Salt church 



Patriarch Sabbah 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Roman 
Catholic Patriarch of Jerusalem 
Michel Sabbah has inaugurated a 
new church in Salt where he said 
mass at a religious ceremony 
attended by a large congregation 
and invited guests including 
Balqa Governor Mijhem Al 
Khreisha. 

The patriarch's sermon at the 
mass centered on Christian-Mus- 
lim unity which, he said, has been 
maintained in the Kingdom under 
the Hashemite family since the 
creation of the Kingdom earlier 
this century. 

The patriarch expressed the 
Roman Catholic church’s appre- 
ciation and gratitude to Mr. Anis 
Al Muasher, a former minister 


and businessman from Salt, for 
financing the project. 

The mayor’s deputy Mr. 
Mousa Al Dabbas delivered a 
speech, voicing the local com- 
munity's appreciation to the Ro- 
man Catholic mission for Its valu- 
able services to Salt since the 
middle of the 19th century, espe- 
cially in die educational fields. 

According to Roman Catholic 
priest Jihad Sbweihal, the old 
church was set up in Salt in 1869. 

The patriarch was accorded an 
official welcome ceremony and a 
reception after the mass attended 
by notable personalities, govern- 
ment department directors and 
other key figures in Salt and the 
neighbouring regions. 


Jordan needs 4,000 nurses by 2000 


RAMTHA (Petra) — Jordan 
now has a total of 2210 female 
nurses of whom 574 are non- 
Jordanian, but the Kingdom wifi 
need to have 4,00U nurses by the 
year 2000, Health Minister 
Zuhair Math as said Wednesday. 

The minister was addressing a 
seminar at the Jordan University 
of Science and Technology 
(JUST) organised to discuss nurs- 
ing training and the role of nurs- 
ing in primary health care ser- 
vices in Jordan. 

Majhas said that the ministry 
plans to train and recruit the 


required number of nurses 
through its nursing institutes of 
which six already exist in the 
country. 

Since 1978 when the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
announced its drive to provide 
primary health care services, Jor- 
dan has been striving to attain 
this goal with the help of different 
institutions and through the con- 
tribution of nurses. At present 
nurses are being employed in the 
primary health care centres, the 
mother and child care centres and 
hospitals around the country, the 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

77ie following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to wrify the listed 

time apd place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Am art exhibition displaying painting by children at the 
Boosing Bank Complex. 

* A photography exhibition displaying photos dep i cting various 
aspects of life in China at the University of Jordan. 

£ An art exhibition by Iraqi artist Basizn Al Sieikb which 
todndes paintings deputing Jordanian costumes through ages 
and modern views of Amman at Philadelphia Hall, 

& An art ethBi^QB by Safaa Hamad Al Than! at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

* A photography exhibition by HaJtiuua Jwanat at the Profes- 
sional Aaodatiooe Complex, Wad. 

POETRY RECITAL 

'Ar A poetry radtal by the peat Arab poet AbdiriWafaabAJBayati 
at Abdel Haadd Stoma Foundation — 7:00 pjn. 

FILM 

* A feature tOm entitled “Brim’s Song” at the American Centre 


£ 


minister noted. 

He said that the medical ser- 
vices in the country have reached 
such a level that patients are 
seldom sent abroad for treatment 
for lack of proper or sufficient 
medical care. 

The primary health care cen- 
tres, the minister added, provide 
immunisation programmes as an 
important contribution towards 
enhancing preventive medicine 
and to provide protection against 
common diseases. 

Malhas referred! to the Nation- 
al Medical Institution (NMX) 
which he said came to re-organise 
the medical services and provide 
even a better quality and more 
jualified nurses for hospitals and 
le primary health care centres 
alike. 

The minister announced that 
the seminar will discuss a prog- 
ramme to be worked out jointly 
between die Health Ministry and 
the United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID). This programme en- 
tails incorporating nursing ser- 
vices and nursing college training 
with the Health Ministry’s prim- 
ary health care centres, a step 
designed to raise the standards of 
the centres’ services to the public, 
the minister pointed out. 

He noted that the majority of 
the 470 female workers at the 
centres are considered as assis- 
tant nurses and assistant mid- 
wives. 

Dr. Naji Najib, dean of the 
nursing faculty at JUST said in a 
speech that Jordan was striving to 
promote primary health care ser- 
vices to cover all parts of the 
Kingdom by tire year 2000 as 
called for by the WHO. 


Queen Noor visits 
Amman Municipality 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Wednesday visited 
the Municipality of Greater Am- 
man where the Queen' was 
briefed cm the municipality’s pro- 
jects aimed at highlighting the 
archaeological, historical and 
cultural significance of the 
capital. 

The Queen was received upon 
arrival by the Mayor of Greater 
Amman, Abdul Raouf Al. 
Rawabdeh who thanked Her 
Majesty for her continued sup- 
port and encouragement of the 
efforts of the municipality. 

The municipality is currently 
working on the design and execu- 
tion of four main projects which 
indude a political life museum, 
Amman Citadel development, 
landscaping of Al Qsour slopes as 
well as the designs for a new 
municipality of Greater Amman 
building. 

The Political life Museum is 
going to be established within the 
old parliament building, where 
the story of modem Jordan will 
be told. The aim of the museum is 
to expose the important political 
events through the lives of those 
who contributed to them and to 
inform the young about the cultu- 
ral development of the country by 
erdigfating them about the roots 
of the Kingdom's prosperity. 

The political events will be di- 
vided into a chronological order 
related to the Hashemite kings 
starting with Al Hussein Ibn Ah, 
Abdullah Ibn Al Hussein, King 
Tala! Ibn Abdullah and His 
Majesty King Hussein Ibn Talal. 


The citadel development pro- 
ject will focus on preserving the 
most important archaeological 
site in the capital, the citadel and 
the Ummayad palace. The site 
also contains Ammonite, Helle- 
nistic, Roman and Islamic re- 
mains. 

The objectives of the project 
include the completion of 
archaeological excavation and re- 
novation to prepare the site for 
tourism, and the construction of 
necessary services and infrastruc- 
ture such as motels, restaurants 
and libraries. The main concept 
behind the development of AJ 
Qsour slopes is to minimis e 
structural work, conserve the 
slopes topography and improve 
the visual link between the road 
and the area by planting trees and 
shrubs. 

The new Municipality of Grea- 
ter Amman building will be con- 
structed to allow harmony with 
the municipality's role in society 
and its operational duties. The 
architecture of the building would 
symbolise the society’s heritage. 
The building will be constructed 
at the centre of a 100 dunum 
public park. 

At the end of her visit, the 
Queen praised the efforts of the 
municipality and its continued 
endeavours to provide the 
citizens of the capital with basic 
services and beautifying the city 
of Amman . 

The Queen later visited the old 
parliament building where she 
was also briefed on the planned 
museum project. 


10th heart transplant 

AMMAN (Petra) — A medical team from Al Hussein Medical 
Centre, led by Dr. Dawoud Banana Wednesday performed the 
10th heart transplant operation at Queen Alia Centre for Heart 
Diseases and Surgery. The heart was donated by the family of the 
fade Ahmad Mahmoud Mohammad Al 7.raA»t to Ahmad Mustafa 
Hassan Al Jarrah, trim was operated on successfully Wednesday. 

Ziadat family also donated Ahmad’s two kidneys to each of Adel 
Salamefa Mada’in, 49, and Mahmoud Shtehrf Mufieh, 28, who 
both also underwent kidney transplant operations Wednesday. 
The two operations were performed by the same medical team, 

which ghwilar t ransplant operation! nn Mnrrh 27 f «rhwi 

the late Father WSfiain Sawalha, a 38-year-old Roman Catholic 
priest whose heart and kidneys were donated to three patients. 


U.S. increases agricultural 
import assistance to Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — March 16, the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USD A) increased credit guaran- 
tee coverage for sales of U.S. 
agricultural commodities to Jor- 
dan by US S25 million. The total 
allocation for Jordan now totals 
US S65 million, U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
announced. 

The increase is part of the 
Commodity Credit Corporation’s 
(CCC) Intermediate Export Cre- 
dit Guarantee Programme for 
Fiscal Year 1989 (October 1, 1988 
- September 30, 1989). This ac- 
tion increases the allocation for 
wheat from US S25 to 35 million 
and adds US $15 million for rice 
purchases. The programme also 
includes US $10 million for the 
purchase of U.S. corn and an 
undesignated US $5 million 


which may be utilised for any of 
the above specified commodities. 
All sales under this programme 
must be registered by September 
30, 1989 and exported by Decem- 
ber 31, 1989. 

Rice and com will be made 
available at commercial market 
terms. Wheat purchases will be 
subsidised under the U.S. De- 
partment of Agriculture's Export 
Enhancement Programme 
(EEP). Because of the EEP 
wheat initiative, Jordan's Minis- 
try of Supply will realise a nearly 
US $4 milli on savings. 

USDA has also made available 
to Jordan US $13 million in short- 
term credit guarantees for private 
sector imports of lumber, ply- 
wood and processed food pro- 
ducts. 


RJ, SAA open talks 


DAMASCUS (Petra) — Unifica- 
tion of regulations and airline 
transport systems in Jordan and 
Syria was disenssed at a meeting 
here between teams from both 
sides. 

The question of marketing 
tourist sites in Jordan and Syria 
and commercial and technical 
cooperation between the national 
airlines of both countries were 
also on the agenda. 

A spokesman for Royal Jorda- 
nian RJ said that the two sides 
also discussed the prospect of 
operating flights by the Syrian 
Arab Amines from and to Am- 


man and explored the possibility 
of considering flights between 
Damascus and Amman as domes- 
tic flights. 

RJ Chairman and Chief Execu- 
tive Officer Ali Ghandour led the 
Jordanian side to the talks while 
the director of the Syriao Civil 
Aviation Authority led the Syrian 
side. 

According to the RJ spokes- 
man, the Syrian and Jordanian 
airlines will consider operating 
joint flights long distance routes 
and coordinating their positions 
at regional and international 
meetings. 


Jordan’s labour market 


IRBID (Petra) — A seminar on 
the Jor danian labour market in 
the light of the formation of the 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) was held at Yarmook 
University Wednesday. 

Addressing the meeting was 
Ministry of Social Development 
Secretary General Saleh Kha- 
sawneh and Dr. Burhan Al 
Shriedheh, director of the minis- 
try’s Vocational Training Cor- 
poration, as well as Mr. Akef 
Halloush from the Social Security 
Corporation. 


The three speakers said that 
the ACC was established to 
achieve economic integration be- 
tween Jordan, Egypt, Iraq and 
North Yemen. Joint projects, a 
common market and the employ- 
ment of workers from the four 
countries in any one of them will 
be essential elements for the 
attainment of the ACC goals, 
they noted. The three officials 
also referred to Jordanian legisla- 
tions on social security training of 
workers and the current labour 
market in Jordan. 


Juvenile delinquency discussed 


AMMAN (Petra) — A meeting 
was held at the Public Security 
Department club Tuesday even- 
ing to discuss juvenile delinquen- 
cy in the Kingdom. 

Director of the Civil Registra- 
tion and Passport Department 
Issa Omari outlined the various 
problems related to juvenile de- 
linquency and crimes as well as 


measures to enhance social de- 
fence against criminals in Jordan 
over the past years. 

Major General Yousef Ghar- 
aibeh, who addressed the meet- 
ing, outlined the different mea- 
sures that are being taken to give 
protection to the society from 
piminals and ways to handle 
juvenile delinquency. 
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Health Minister Znhair Malhas Wednesday sees off Yemen to help in relief operations there (Petra - "Y 

a team of Jordanian aid spedafists leaving for South photo) ... 


Upon directives from His Majesty the King: 

Jordan sends relief 
supplies to S .Y emen 






AMMAN (J.T.) -- Jordan 
Wednesday dispatched relief sup- 
plies to South Yemen where 
thousands of people were ren- 
dered homeless as a result of 
floods, described by news reports 
as the worst in 50 years. 

A military plane-load of food, 
medical supplies and medical ap- 
pliances weighing altogether 12 
tonnes left for Aden upon direc- 
tives from His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, according to an official 
announcement here Tuesday. 

Health Minister Znhair 
Malhas, who saw off the mission, 
said that the gift was in response 
to a can by the South Yemeni 
government, and in an exp r es si on 
of solidarity with Arab brothers in 
adversity. 

Malhas said that Jordan was 
willing also to send a team of 
medical officers and noises to the 
flood stricken country to offer 
assurance as needed. 

South Yemen is the second 


Arab co u ntr y to receive relief 
supplies from Jordan after Sudan 
which was hit by floods, drought 
and famin e over the past few 
years. 

South Yemen had appealed for 
international aid after the floods, 
caused by a week of torrential 
rain in the normally arid regions, 
swept away hundreds of fetuses 
and mandated thousands of acres 
of farmland. Initial reports said 
that at least 20 people were killed 
and tens of thousands were made 
homeless. 

An official of the emergency 
relief committee said that the au- 
thorities were strug gling to reopen 
roads and c ommunica tions with 
the stricken areas. 

Several Arab states including 
Saudi Arabia have already sent in 
relief supplies, tents and blankets. 
South Yemen which a popula- 
tion of about 2J> million is one of 
the world's poorest countries. 


Along with Malhas, the mission . 
was seen off at the airport by 
senior government officials. • ** .' ; 


Aid to Sudan 

Meanwhile it was announced 
that a Jordanian vessel loaded 
with relief supplies arrived in Fort 
Said in Egypt Wednesday on its 
way to Sudan. The supplies were 
sent as a gift from the Jordanian ; 
people to the Sudanese victims of 
floods, drought and famine. The 
vessel Is loaded with clothings, : 
and building materials to be used 
in the construction of homes for 
the Sudanese victims. 

According to the announcement 
here Che gift was organised 
through the National Jordanian 
Committee for Solidarity with 
Sudan which is working under the 
directives of His Majesty King 
Hussein and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan who chairs 
the committee. 





Food and medical supplies are being loaded Wednesday on a C-130 Air Force plane heading for 
S. Yemen (Petra photo) 


Disease cases on the increase 


CPF to open kindergarten for 
cerebral palsy children 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Cerebral Palsy Foundation (CPF) 
is currently studying die prospect 
of opening a kindergarten and a 
school to provide special educa- 
tion to children with cerebral 
palsy cases, according to CPF 
Director Fakhri Bilbeisi. 

Bilbeisi said that the projected 
school which will belp pave the 
way for the victims to join normal 
schools was expected, to cost be- 
tween JD 15,000 and JD 20,000 
annually. 

He said that the CPF is also 
studying the possibility of open- 
ing additional centres in different 
govern orates to work alongside 
the present five centres. 

He said that the number of 


children with cerebral palsy is on 
the increase and noted that the 
five centres last year provided 
assistance and treatment to 683 
new cases against 547 in 1987. 
Bilbeisi added that the number of 
children treated by the CPF since 
its establishment in 1977 was 
4,000. 

Specialists at the five centres 
located in Amman, Zarqa, Irbid, 
Aqaba and Salt provide guidance 
to the families of the children 
with cerebral palsy cases on 
means of treatment and of the 
children and continue to distri- 
bute pamphlets and booklets with 
instructions to deal with cerebral 
palsy. 


Last October the CPF laun- 
ched a fund raising campaign, an 
annual practice to collect con- 
tributions for the foundation's 
services which are provided free 
of charge. 

In an earlier interview with the 
Jordan Times Bilbeisi said that 
the CPF needs at least JD 150,000 
in annual expenses and added' 
that there were plans to open new 
centres in Karak, Tafileb and- 
Ma’an which require additional 
funds. 

In addition to treatment and 
advice, Bilbeisi said, the CPF ■ 
centres provide spedaJ equip- 
ment to help in the process of ‘ 
children rehabilitation. 


I 


COMMUNITY: A week- 

long activity of the social ser- 
vices, organised by the Handan 
Community Development Cen- 
tre, started Wednesday with the 
graduation of 104 trainees who 
have completed training courses 
b typing, sewing, hairdressing, 
weaving, flower coordination 
and rivfl defence. The week in- 
cludes educational, health and 
social activities in addition to 
field services al some vocational 
centres (Petra photo) 
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Enforce the ban 


APRIL 7 marks non-smoking day in Jordan and elsewhere in 
compliance with the recommendation of the World Health 
Organisation. Jordan has already taken many measures to ban 
smoking in public places. Last month alone saw the introduction of 
additional legislative action to prohibit smoking in all sorts of 
public places as well as impose penalties on violators. Ail ministries 
and public and private institutions were called upon to disseminate 
and enforce the new legal guidelines. Yet in practice, smoking goes 
on even in some public places, that indudes board rooms, within 
the very ministries charged with the task of educating the people 
against smoking. It seems that what we need in Jordan is more 
than legislation and theoretical penalties to combat the habit of 
smoking. The full weight of the prime minister hims elf is urgently 
needed to give credence to the new rules by issuing a circular to all 
ministries and private and public bodies to give lull faith and credit 
to the new rules. It seems that thus far, our authorities have taken 
the new policy against smoking with a grain of salt as illustrated by 
the continuation of the habit of smoking in public places before the 
very eyes of those who are charged with the task of enforcing the 
new law. Only through the intervention of the prime minister there 
could be hope to convince the various shades of officialdom that the 
government means what it has legislated and that non-smoking in 
public meeting places will be strictly enforced. 

The minister of health is also called upon to prosecute the first 
case against violators. Surely since the in trod action of the new 
rules, Jordan has yet to hear about a violator who has been 
penalised as called for in our law books. Such cases against 
violators would serve as case celebre to which much publicity 
should be given. Without such additional action-oriented measures 
to compliment the new legislation against smoking, the new roles 
would remain ink on paper. May then the non-smokers and all 
those who genuinely care about the health of Jor danians expect 
something more than seminars and laws to stem the dangerous 
habit of smoking? The observance of the 7th of April as the 
non-smoking day in Jordan would not be complete without such 
additional complimentary steps. 






ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

•41 Ra'i daily newspaper on Wednesday tackled the Bush- 
Muharak meeting in Washington which it s3id resulted in full 
agreement on the need to end the Israeli occupation of Palestinian 
land. The paper said that the meeting showed beyond doubt that 
the United States supported the convening of an international 
conference to end the Arab-Israeli conflict but that procedural 
matters still stand in the way. The major stumbling bloc, the 
paper added, is Shamir and his government which refuses to talk 
to the PLO or attend an international conference ... Shamir, who 
is visiting the United Stales soon, will have to present his 
government's views and whatever ideas he has in mind can never 
change the fact that his government is adamant in its position and 
its persistence on pursuing its goals in the Arab land, the paper 
noted. What h, required now, the paper said, is a U.S. pressure on 
Israel to accept the conference idea and the will of the 
international community so that peace can be established in our 
region. 

Al Dustour daily said in its editorial that the eyes of the Middle 
Eastern people are now turned towards the American capital 
where the Bush administration is holding meetings with leaders of 
the Middle Eastern countries involved in the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
The paper noted that the meetings dearly manifest a true interest 
in the Middle East on the part of the United States and point to 
the seriousness of American diplomatic activity. designed to help 
the two parties end the conflict. This is clearly demonstrated not 
only in the meetings as such but in the statements of George Bush 
following his initial meeting with President Mubarak, the paper 
noted. It said that Bush made it clear that the United States 
supports the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people and will 
seek an end to Israeli occupation. Indeed this is a very favourable 
development and a new trend which can only help bring an end 
to the Middle East conflict, the paper added. It said that the 
United States now has a historic opportunity to play a major role 
in bringing peace to the Middle East. 

Sawt A! Shaab daily newspaper said that the Mubarak-Bush 
meetings in Washington reflect the seriousness of the American 
position and U.S. genuine moves towards establishing peace in 
the Middle East. The paper said that the American president’s 
statement about the need to implement U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338 and to help the Palestinians gain their 
legitimate rights reflects a genuine orientation towards the 
establishment of a lasting peace. What we understand now, the 
paper said, is that the United States backs a total Israeli 
withdrawal from the occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip but 
wc expect more from the U.S. administration — to back up its 
stand with deeds rather than words. What is needed now, the 
paper said, is a genuine and practical response to the PLO’s stand 
which was openly supportive of the idea of peace and an end to all 
forms of conflict in the area. 


By Hisbam Awartani 

THE ECONOMIC collapse in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip in 
recent months has attracted un- 
usual attention in the Israeli and 
international news media and, for 
various reasons, has caused 
mounting concern to many on 
both sides of the Israeli-Palesti- 
nian conflict. 

The stories in the Israeli media 
seem to imply that the economic 
crash in both territories is only a 
recent phenomenon, and that it is 
more or less self-inflicted by the 
Palestinians as the cost of their 
intifada. Very few Israelis — 
there are some — have raised 
questions about whether Israeli 
economic practices in the occu- 
pied territories may have contri- 
buted to the pressure that led to 
the intifada. 

Furthermore, there does not 
seem to be any realistic insight 
into the long-term consequences 
of the present suffering in the 
cause of peace, which, at least in 
theory, is a highly cherished 
priority on the agenda of all sides. 

It is important to point out, up 
front, that the roots of economic 
deterioration in the West B ank 
and Gaza Strip go back long 
before the outbreak of the intifa- 
da. That may sound like a sur- 
prise to most casual observers 
who have been bombarded for 
many years with tales of spectacu- 
lar growth in the economy of the 
two territories and in the living 
standards of their residents. 

It is true, as a matter of fact, 
that for nearly two decades the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip wit- 
nessed a pronounced rise in 
growth rates and living standards. 
But one does not have to be a 
professional economist to suspect 
that such achievements might 
. have been underlaid by trans- 
formations of a profoundly 
adverse nature. 

The economy of the territories, 
for instance, was subordinated to 
that of Israel in a model of 
dependency that is much worse 
than typical models commonly 
reviewed in economic literature. 
This subordination permitted the 
emergence of excessive con- 
sumerism, a development viewed 
by many Palestinian activists with 
great concern, not only because it 
reflects unfounded affluence but 
also because it aggravates the 
vulnerability of the Palestinian 
society to political pressure. 

Superficial affluence during the 
1970s concealed serious trans- 
formations in the local productive * 
base, of which the following are 
some disturbing examples: 

— Agriculture has lost much of 
its relative weight in the national 
economy. Its share in gross 
domestic product (GDP) drop- 
ped by more than one third and 
its share in the labour force de- 
clined by nearly 50 per cent. Not 
surprisingly, rural areas have be- 
come a reservoir of cheap labour, 
tapped gainfully by Israeli firms. 
The area under active cultivation 
(including natural pasture) has 
decreased by 21 per cent. 

— Industry has fared no better. 
Its share of the GDP remained at 
its pre-occupation level of about 
8-10 per cent, and it employed 
around 16 per cent of the labour 
force. Growth in industry is con- 
fined largely to industrial bran- 
ches that have flourished as a 
result of peripheral subordination 
to Israeli industrial firms. 

Because of retarded growth in 
the local economic base, migra- 
tion of workers to neighbouring 
labour markets, mainly in Israel, 
has become the panacea for eco- 
nomic survival. Remittances from 
emigrant labourers constitute the 
backbone of the national eco- 
nomy, so much so that their GDP 
share exceeded (in some years) 
that of agriculture and industry 
combined. 

Unemployment among the 
Palestinian elite has become a 
national hazard. A , study con- 
ducted in 1985 revealed that only 
15 per cent of the annual crop of 
graduates succeeded in finding 
stable employment locally. The 
rest either remained redundant or 
sought employment in Israel. 

It is true that achieving genuine 
economic growth in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip is ob- 
structed by numerous deep- 
rooted constraints — such as 
scarcity of resources and the 
small size of local markets. But 
many of the distortions that char- 
acterised the Palestinian eco- 
nomy over the past 22 years came 
about as a direct result of the 
occupation authorities’ premedi- 
tated policies. 

You do not have to subscribe 
to a grand conspiracy theory to 
conclude that Israeli economic 
policies in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip were laid down after 
Israeli interests were carefully 
weighed against those of the local 
Palestinians. Reading through 
the records, Israeli interests pur- 
sued through economic means 
can be identified as follows: 

— Expediting emigration to 
the furthest limit. 

— Gaining control over the 
maximum of land and water re- 
sources. 

— Maintaining the occupied 
territories as a captive market for 
the ailing Israeli economy. 

— Drawing surplus cheap 
Palestinian labour into the Israeli 


labour market. 

— Using economic decisions to 
enforce a carrot-and-stick policy. 

— Undermining independent eco- 
nomic development to pre-empt 
the viability of a future Palesti- 
nian state. 

Achieving these objectives was 
entrusted to the civil administra- 
tion in the West Bank and Gaza, 
which is staffed with Israelis, 
most of them recruited from cor- 
responding departments in Israel. 
Each department in the dvil 
administration headquarters is 
headed by an officer invested 
with (he duties and legal status of 
a minister. 

Planning in all development- 
related departments has been 
routinely “coordinated” with cor- 
responding Israeli institutions. 
And if anyone is in doubt about 
whose interests underlie the plan- 
ning process, the answer is pro- 
vided by Rabin’s vow that “there 
will be no development in the 
territories initiated by the Israeli 
government, and no permits 
given for expanding agriculture 
or industry that may compete 
with the state of Israel.” 
Exploitative planning for 22 
years has undoubtedly drawn its 
heavy toll, as evidenced by the 
track record of Israeli planners in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip: 
— Employment potential in 
both territories has declined so 
sharply that emigration absorbs 
about two thirds of the natural 
population growth (about 15.000 
annually). 

— Well over 50 per cent of ail 
West Bank land area is under 
Israeli control. 

— Under the hypocritical pre- 
mise that water resources in the - 
West Bank should be shared 
“fairly" by both legitimate own- 
ers, Palestinians and Israelis, the 
latter exploit about 70 per cent of 
the West Bank's usable reserves, 
and the Palestinians are left with 
only 30 per cent. 

— By restructuring bilateral 
trade so that Israeli produce is 
permitted free access to the mar- 
kets of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, as compared to the selec- 
tive flow of goods in the opposite 
direction, Israel managed in 1987 
to achieve a surplus of $802 mil- 
lion vis-a-vis both territories, in- 
cluding East Jerusalem. 

Israeli policies bearing on the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip econo- 
mies have taken a sharp turn 
because of the intifada. Following 
the failure of military measures to 
quell the Palestinian uprising, the 
Israeli authorities seem to have 
decided to mobilise all available 
means for the explicit objective of 
maximising the suffering of the 
Palestinian residents. They 
apparently hope that at some 
point the Palestinians will realise 
that the cost of the intifada out- 
weighs its anticipated gains. 

To that end, the lives of 
Palestinian residents have been 
linked in countless ways to the 
district officer of the Israeli dvil 
administration. Every adult resi- 
dent has to make the pilgrimage 
to those offices every time he 
seeks to conduct the bits and 
pieces of his normal life. Needless 
to emphasise, every signature he 
is asked to collect on his papers 
— and there are many — costs 
him time, humiliation, and some- 
times exorbitant fees. 

To complement other restric- 
tive measures, the Israeli author- 
ities decided to tighten the econo- 
mic belts. This they managed to 
achieve swiftly by imposing 
draconian sanctions such as the 
following: 

— Tax rates and collection 
harassments were escalated to the 
point where many firms chose to 
quit or scale down their opera- 
tions to a minimum. 


— Export permits to Jordan 
and Israel were denied for such 
major items as melons, veget- 
ables, grapes and building stones. 

— Regulations concerning the 
transfer of funds have been sev- 
erely tightened, basically forbid- 
ding the entry of more than 200 
Jordanian dinars per incoming 
traveller or bank transaction. 
This arbitrary restriction has 
greatly undermined economic 
activity, and has also made life 
very difficult for the greai num- 
ber of families who, in effect,, 
subsist on remittances they re- 
ceive from relatives. 

— Long curfews and sieges 
have entailed far-reaching con- 
sequences for all economic sec- 
tors, especially agriculture. A re- 
cent study involving a sample of 
eight villages put the cumulative 
loss inflicted as a consequence of 
punitive measures during the first 
10 months of the intifada at 
$6.5m. 


levels, with no remembered para- 
llel in recent history. But if the 
architects of that suffering expect 
that theycan thus quell the intifa- 
da or serve the cause of peace — 
as they evidently do — they are 
grossly mistaken. 

History is loaded with exam- 
ples of the failure of economic 
sanctions in efforts to twist the 
arms of governments or dampen 
the will of people to fight for their 
freedom. Far from some Israelis* 
expectations, inflicting more suf- 
fering on the Palestinians will 
only aggravate bitterness and 
widen the rift between main- 
stream. camps on both sides. 

It is ironic and certainly tragic 
to see that the architects of Israeli 
policies in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip seem to fail to under- 
stand, or probably refuse to be- 
lieve, that what Palestinians are 
fighting for is simply to restore 
their rights, as those rights are 
most modestly defined. 


Bank and Gaza Strip to its legiti- 
mate owners. The whole world, 
and most Israelis, find it difficult 
to understand how Israel goes on 
abusing and exploiting the eco- 
nomy of another nation with 
which it supposedly aspires to live 
in peace. • - 


Dr. Awartani is professor of 
economics at An Najah Universi- 
ty, Nablus, and. president, Econo- 
mic Development Group, an East 
Jerusalem think-rank develop- 
ment institution. His article is 
reprinted from the Jerusalem 
Post. . • 
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“There will be no development in the 
territories initiated by the Israeli govern- 
ment, and no permits given for expanding 
agriculture or industry that may compete 
with the state of Israel.” — Rabin 


— For unclear reasons, all car 
owners were required to change 
the plates of their cars, paying in 
the meantime an additional fee 
(nicknamed ’’intifada Tax”) 
amounting to NIS 200-500 per 
car. With more than 62,000 vehi- 
cles in the West Bank and 25,000 
in the Gaza Strip, the amount of 
shekels required for this purpose 
was certainly un important reason 
for the predicament of the Jorda- 
nian dinar in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

— Punitive fines are imposed 
on parents for offences commit- 
ted by their minors. The naive 
intent is to enlist all members in 
the family in the effort to help 
restrain their “stray" son. 

The list of economic pressures 
is too long and too subtle to be 
fully exposed here. Nonetheless, 
one should admit that if those 
measures were devised to make 
the life of Palestinians as difficult 
as possible, their authors can 
congratulate themselves for a job 
well done. 

Yes. the amount of suffering 
inflicted on Palestinians in the : 
territories has reached alarming 


In their struggle for their 
rights, the Palestinians have 
forged a great amount of deter- 
mination and settled to such a 
relaxed posture that they are able 
to stretch their tolerance and 
patience far beyond ordinary 
limits. So, instead of causing 
more agony and bitterness, as if 
not enough has been generated, 
the Israeli authorities have to 
realise that coercion and econo- 
mic sanctions will solve no 
problem. 

They should understand, once 
and for ail. that the cornerstone 
for attaining peace and gaining 
recognition in this part of the 
world lies in resolving their con- 
flict with the Palestinian people. 
Irrespective of tactical political 
manoeuvres or occasional resort 
to military might, peace with the 
Palestinians can be achieved only 
on the basis of justice and mutual 
respect. 

In the area of economics, jus- 
tice means a lot. First and fore- 
most, it means that the Israeli 
authorities should perform the 
; moral act of surrendering author- 
ity over the economy of the West- 


Friends Girls School 
centennial message 


THIS centennial y ear may see the death of Friends Girls ScbooL 
Ninety seven per cent self-supporting, F.G.S. reGes financially on 
the fees of students. The turbulent struggle going on today in the 
West Bank has resulted in cut enrollment and severe financial 
problems tor the parents of enrolled students. 

Options are frantically being sought to keep F.G.S. (and her 
sister school F.BJS.) afloat. There are thoughts of merging the two 
institutions as one possible option. Alumnae are being canvassed 
for contributions: applications are being submitted to f unding 
organisations. $400,000 need to be raised to keep the schools alive. 
Your help Is needed. 

The dream of F.GS. began over a hundred years ago. The 
dream to give girls a chance. EE and Sybil Jones on pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land in 1869 saw the **beayy burdens placed on girls and 
that they were'nt given a chance. ” Education gave them that 
chance ..juad what a chance it has given to the girls of Palestine! 

Is it the end now? What can we do to make certain that 1989 
does not mark the death of Friends Girls School but the birth of 
another century of service to the women of Palestine? 

A pioneer in education foe women in Palestine, Friends Girls 
School commemorates its centennial, (1889-1989). The century of 
F.GS. ’s existence has been a century of war and political turmoil, 
of changing governments and occupation, of continuing struggle 
for independence and self-determination. Yet a century of oppor- 
tunity and growth for Palestinian women. 

Teachers, doctors, lawyers , political analysts, college professors, 
authors, artists, musicians, counsellors, TV directors, newscas- 
ters, nurses, religions leaders, social workers, mothers and wives 
are numbered in the graduates of Friends Girls School. Women 
who have been leaders in their society, women who have made a 
difference where ever, they have been ... these are the women of 
Friends Girls School. 

Historically nuked to the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), 
F.GS. has endeavoured to promote tolerance, acceptance , and 
understanding among the Muslim and Christian girls who have 
been part of this school family. There has been a “spirit” at F.G.S. 
throughout this 100 years that evades definition, but which is frit 
and seen in the lives of its students. 

Academically, graduates , of F.G.S. have done well in colleges, 
universities and in the work place. 

New programmes have been introduced over the years to keep 
up with the changes in education-computer classes , arts program- 
mes, improved library and science lab, to name a few. 

F.G.S. has made a place for the children of returning Palesti- 
nians, maintaining an English -speaking section for children who 
are Palestinian in heritage, yet native English speakers have a 
place to be educated. 

F.G.S, has excelled to maintain the excellent reputation it has 
held for a hundred years. 

Friends of F.G.S., 

• ,! *• ~ r.-Kr « "j RamaJlah 


NATO faces growing manpower shortages 


By Robert J. Wielaard 

The Associated Press 

CASTEAU, Belgium — As 
NATO marks its 40th birthday, it 
is engaged in talks with the 
Soviet-led Warsaw Pact that may 
do more than yield deep cuts in 
troops and conventional arms in 
Europe. 

An accord at the Vienna talks, 
which began March 9, also would 
help solve a growing manpower 
problem for military planners at 
NATO’s supreme headquarters 
allied powers Europe (SHAPE) 
in this south Belgian town. 

Falling birth rates are reducing 
the pool of men and women, age 
18 to 24, to serve in the armies of 
the 16 allies. 

The U.S. Institute for Defence 
Analysis has forecast that by the 
year 2000, the NATO nations will 
post an average 12.4 per cent 
drop in draft-age males, com- 
pared with a 15.2 per cent in- 
crease for the seven Warsaw Pact 




nations. 

The culprit is a falling birth rate 
in virtually all NATO nations due 
to greater use of the birth-control 
pill in recent decades. 

“The problem is mot acute in 
West Germany," said a SHAPE 
official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. "By the year 2000, 
the supply of draft-age West Ger- 
man males will decline by 45 per 
cent compared with 1985." 

In that same period, he said, 
the Netherlands will see a 30 per 
cent drop; Belgium, 27 per cent: 
Britain and Luxembourg, both 25 
per cent; Italy, 23 per cent; De- 
nmark, 17 per cent; France. 13 
per cent; and Portugal, 9 per 
Gent. 

The Canadian and U.S. armed 
forces also face a declining man- 
power base. In 1979, 2.2 million 
Americans were old enough to 
sign up for military service. This 
fell to 1.9 million last year and is 
forecast to tumble to 1.6 million 




by 1992. 

Greece’s supply of draft-age 
males will remain even over the 
next decade, only Turkey expects 
a growing pool. 

To maintain adequate de- 
fences, NATO is considering en- 
hancing the combat role of re- 
serve forces by amending how 
they are deployed in times of 
crisis. 

“The need to tap this potential 
has taken on a new urgency,*', 
said Gen. John Akehurst, deputy 
supreme allied commander in 
Europe. 

In wartime, NATO would field 
5 million troops. Half of them are 
reserves — men and women who 
have done military service or 
volunteer citizen- soldiers — 
whose key wartime task is to 
provide logistical support for 
combat troops. 

The United States already has 
begun beefing uj) the role of its 
reserves, increasing their num- 
bers from 1.4 million to 1.7 mil- 
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lion since 1980. 

West Germany also has begun 
increasing the number of reser- 
vists for military exercises, but 
with mixed results: in 1985, one- 
third never showed up. 

One problem is that reservists 
do not enjoy equal prestige in all 
allied nations. Notable excep- 
tions are the United States, Nor- 
way and Denmark. 

Military planners also say 
national rules and regulations for 
reserve forces vary widely, parti- 
cularly iu length of education and 
training periods, and how long 
the military skills are maintained. 

“As a result, there is a large 
pool of reserves ... which is not 
trained to the extent required,” 
the SHAPE official said. 

Some NATO nations also are 
considering how to better use 
high technology to save on per- 
sonnel, lengthen the draft (which 
West Germany did this year) and 
expand the role of women in the 
military. 
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CHINESE 
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Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
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Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
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TAIWAN TOURISMO 
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Location: Near 3rd Circle 
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Arafat chef d’Etat 


Yasser Arafat est, depute 
ri j imro r he , offideflement confirm^ 
dans ses fonctions de chef de 
I’Etat imtependant de Palestine. 
Le Conseil central de FOLP, 
rduni a Tunis depuis le ler avriJ, a 
centerrind la decision prise par le 
Comrtd exdcutif la semaine pr6- 
cddente. Yasser Arafat cum ale 
ddsonnais les fonctions de chef de 
1’Etat, de president du Comitd 
executif de FOLP et de comman- 
dant en chef des forces armies 
palestinien nes. D a regu le soutien 
de rcoseaibfe des membres du 
Conseil central de FOLP, y com- 
pris de Fopposition palestinienne 
reprdsentee notamment .par 
Nayef-Hawatmeh, secretaire 
general du Front ddmocratique 
de liberation de la Palestine, et 
par Georges Habache, secretaire 
general au Front populairc de 
liberation de la Palestine. -Ce 
dernier s’ est declare prfit k parti- 
ed per a on gouveraement pro- 
visoire qui s'engagerait k rejec- 
ter les resolutions du dernier 
Conseil national palestmien (15 
nqvembre, k Alger), la reven- 
di cation de la, creation d’un Etat 
palestinien et leur droit k Fauto- 
dd termination. Yasser Arafat a 
re^u nombre de messages de feli- 
citations, notamment dti roi Hus- 
sein de Jordanie, du president 
tunisien Ben All, du rot Fahd et 
du prince heritier saoudien, du 
president algdrien Chacfli, et, en 
Europe, du chef de FEttat est- 
allemand Erich Honecker. La 
nomination de Yasser Arafat k la 
tfite de 1'Etat palestmien inter- 
vient alors qoe la diplomatic 
palestinienne est en phase ascen- 
dante. Le Canada, Fun des der- 
niers pays oeddentaux k bonder 
FOLP, vient en effet de lever son 
veto sur les contacts k haut niveau 
avec I ’organisation palestinienne. 


FONU& Amman 


Le secretaire general-adjoint 
des Nations-Unies, M. M arrack 
Goulding, a effectud lundi unc 
brttve visite k Amman, oh il a ete 
recu par le ministre jordanien des 
Affaires Strange res, M. Marwan 
al-Kassem. M. Goulding, qui 
venait de Bagdad, a notamment 
evoque lots de cet entretien les 
efforts de la Jordanie pour in- 
staurer la paix dans la rdgion*. II 
a egalcment re mis k M. al-Kas- 
sem -^appreciation*— du secre- 
taire general de l’ONU pour la 
contribution de la Jordanie aux 
forces des Nations-Unies en 
Angola. 


Un 6crivaln palestinien 
arrgte en Cisjordanle 


L’dcrivain palestinien Sami d- 
Kilani a ete aindtd le week-end 
dernier par les forces de securite 
israeli ennes & Naplouse. Les 
raisons de Farrestation de M. 
Kilam, membres de Fassodation 
des po&tes et ecrivains palesti- 
niens, n’ont pas ete predsfies. De 
source palestinienne, on prddsait 
lundi que trois autres membres de 
Fassodation ont dtd places en 
detention administratives ces der- 
niers mois et n’ont tou jours pas 
ete liberes par l’armde 
israelienne. 


Des etudiants frangais & Amman 

La science et la culture 


MM. Moubaraket Shamir aux Etats-Unis 

La porte etroite die Washington 


as* 


Collision ferroviaire 
meurtri&re en Egypfe 


Cinq person nes ont peri brulees 
et plus de cent anquante autres 
ont ete gridvement blessees 
dimanche dans la collision de 
deux trains, pr&sdu Cairo. L’acci- 
dent serait du a une erreur 
d'aiguillage. Les deux oonvois, 
dont Fun transportait du mazout, 
se sont beurtes de plein front. 
Scion les autorites dgyptiennes, 
Yituire train transportait pits de 
trois mi He passage rs. 


Inauguration de la 
mosqu£e Abdullah d 
Amman 


Le roi Hussein de Jordanie a 
inaugure hier la rnosqude du roi 
Abdullah, dans le quartier d’Ab- 
dali k Amman. Sous son ddrae 
bleu, la nouvelle mosqude pourra 
recevoir jusqu’ a quatre cents 
croyams. Une librairie, un park- 
ing, quelque quarante dchoppes 
ainsi qu’un centre commercial 
font partie de Fensemble 
oouveUement oonsmixt. Le coOt 
total des travail* effcetuds est 
mime a prds de huit millions et 
demi de dinars. 


Vous ferivez? 

Le JuonJw rech c i cb c des col-: 
t^wwteufs m free-laoee, a sec des ! 
nttcs originates <f enqutces et dc ! 
reponapes. An du acoep tf . Goa- \ 
tacier Fruqeis Duaoux.au Joedm j 
Tunn. 667171. 


Trente deux dtudfcmts frangais de obliges de se ddbrouiller, pour 
TQdcom Paris et de l’torfe des prendre le taxi ou se remplir le 
Fonts et Chanssdes suit arrives & ventre...”, se rdjouit Antoine 
Amman samedi dernier poor un Karam. 

s^onr (Tune semaine en Jordanie. S'ils ont souvent “quartier 

OttfedfT avoud pour loir pnrfies- fibre” pour alter Aimer oh bon 
senr dParabe, qui les accompagne leur semble dans les rues d*Am- 
dans leur pdriple: les plonger dans man, les jeunes arabisants ont eu 
te bain de la vie- locate poor leur egalement un agenda bien rem- 
faire pratiquer la langue le phis pb. Avec, a la iubrique sdentifi- 
possflde. que, visites de Telecom Corpora- 

tion (TCC), de la tdldvision jor- 
Hs et dies OQt entre 22 et 24 ans. danienne, du Destour et de la 
Eldves de deuxi&me et troisteme Sotidtd sdentifique royale. 
ann6es des dcoles d’ingdnieurs de Quant au programme touristi- 
Tdl&om Paris et des Ports et .que, 3 les aura conduits k Jerasb 
Cbauss^cs, on les croirait volon- ou encore a' la Mer Morte... “Le 
tiers exclusivement fdrus de cal- tout pour 2,000 francs par gtu- 
cnls savants et de technologic de diant, souligne Antoine Karam, 
pointe. Erreur. Ces future ing- grdee k I ’aide finandftre de plu- 
6nieurs out gard6 un coin dte sieure entreprises frangises com- 
matibre grise pour d£couvrir me Alcatel, Sofrecom, ou encore 
d’autres civilisations. En Foccwrr- TDF". Preuve que si l’anglais 
ence, celle du moude aurabe. rests la langue h6g6momque, les- 
“Leur s6jour en Jordanie jus- industries se sont pas si mdSffa- 
qu'au 9 avril est avant tout des- rents que Qk des ingfinieurs qui 
tm6 k leur faire pratiquer la lan- investissent dans d’autres langues 
gue”, explique leur accompag- et d’autres cultures. 

□ateur et professeur d’arabe, Les 6tudiants de Tetdcom Paris 
Antoine Karam. ‘Tom - les 6tu- et des Pouts et Chauss&s Je seuteot 
diants qui font ce voyage ont bien, au point d’avoir cr 66, au 
derrifere eux une ann&e d'imtia- debut de cette ann6e avec leur 
don**. professeur, une association qu’ds 

Le prof est d’aflleur plutdt tier ont bfiptistie “Arabisants grandes 
de ses £lbves. MSme si, comme dcoles”. Leur objectif: develop- 
Favoue l’un d'entre eux, la pers- per les ^changes cultures et sden- 
pective d’une semaine de tifiques avec leurs bomologues du 
ddpaysement a pu Femporter monde arabe. 
cbez certains sur l’effort Iinguisti- 
que. “Us sont de toute faqon 

Le pont du wadi Saqra en travaux 

Gommer les dos d’ane 


Elections en Tunisie 

Victoire totale de Ben Ali 


Alain Renon. 







Tous ceux qui ont emprunt£ le pont du wadi Sqra, entre le 
quatribme ccrcle et Shmeisani (Queen Noor street) en ont fait 
rexp£tience: les grands se cognent la t6te centre le toit de la voiture. 
les moins grands font un bond sur leur si tige. Curieux dos d’ine 
obligent. L’affaissement de la route ne date pas d’hier. Depuis. la 
construction du pont en 1978, des travaux ont 6td en^pris h 


d'asphalte, Ffitrange depression qui se faisait jour au beau milieu 
de l’ddifice. Cette fens, la municipality d* Amman a ordonn6 la 
infection totale de la cbauss£e. Les pelleteuses des travaux publics 
ont commence k creuer une partie de la route, 0 y a quelques jours. 
“Nous refaisons entidrement le revgtement, en mettant de la terre et 
des gravats sur une epaisseur de 30 centimetres,” explique M. Kamal 
Jalouqa, responsable de 1’nrbanisme k Ja mairie. LTdee etant de 
rendre le sol plus compact. “H n’y a aucun signe d’affaissement de 
terrain,” predse-t-il, k Faddresse de ceux qui regarden t avec arotiete 
les quelque 30m£tres de denivellation entre Ie pont et le wadi Saqra. 
“La premiere tranche de travaux devrait 6tre achev6e dans deuz 
semaines, et la route sera de nouveau enti&rement p rateable au 
d6but du mois de mai,” promet M. Jalouqa. (A.R.) 


Le pr6sideut ygyptfeu a q nitty 
Washington pour le Caire, hier, & 
Tissue d’nne visile officielle de 
quatre jours an Etats-Unis. Bos- 
ni Mouharak s’est entretenu pen- 
dant une heure hmdi avec George 
Bush. Les deux homines ont r£af- 
fjrtng tear conmnm engagement 
en faveor du processus de paix an 
Proche- Orient. Sans parvenir 
toutefois k tomber d’accord sur la 
coovocatiou d’une conference in- 
temationale, pour amoier Palesti- 
idens et Israfliens k onvrir des 
n£gociations directes. M. 
Afoubarak a par aiBeurs reftsd de 
rencontrer M. Shamir, arrrvy 
mardi sofar dans la capitaie am6r- 
teafaie. 

Le cfaa$s£-crois6 entre Hosni 
Moubarak et Yitzhak Shamir, 
mercredi k Washington, illustre 
bien la diffiefle partie diplomati- 

Allide incond^on- 
nelle de Tel Aviv, la Maison 
Blanche a 6galement conscience 
qu’fl lui faut fitre attentive aux 
positions de son partenaire dgyp- 
tien. D'autant plus que le Cairo 
effectue depuis quelques mois 
une remont6e spectaculaire sur le 
devant de la seine du Proche- 
OrienL 

M. Moubarak, qui vient de 
recevoir coup sur coup le roi 
Hussein de Jordanie et Yasser 
Arafat, puis le roi Fahd d’Aiabie 
saoudite, se savait attendu avec 
beaucoup efintirit par les re- 
sponsables amdricains. Ddddi a 
faire “bouger les choses", ie 

Amman 

mamt&ent 

ses subventions 

“La politique de subventions 
des autoritds jordaniennes aux 
produits alimentaires de pre- 
miere ndeessity sera mainte- 
nue.” Le ministre jordanien 
des Finances, M. Hanna An- 
deh, a rompu samedi le silence 
qui entouis. les nygodations 
entre le gouveraement et Je 
Fonds monytaire international 
(FMI). 

Ce premier commentaire 
officiel, depuis le ddbut des 
discussions le 28 mars dernier, 
marque la volonty d' Amman 
de limiter les mesures d'austtr- 
H6 Sconomique vraisemblable- 
ment pr6nyes par le FMI. Me- 
sures eu contrepartie desquel- 
les le Fonds monytaire pourrait 
aexorder un cTOdit de 100 mil- 
lions de deUais 2,13 Jordanie . 
pouritiaidct a faire -face i’-sa • 
dette. 

M. Hanna Audeh a d6dai6 
pour sa part que “les nygocia- 
tions ne concement pas’ la 
question des subventions 
alimentaires, dont l’enveloppe 
est estimfe cette a nnie k plus 
de 110 millions de dollars. 

M. Audeb a ygalement ycar- 
ty avec la mime fermet6 toute 
yventuality de dyprydation du 
dinar jordanien. 


prisident dgyptien pent se folid- 
ter d’avoir 6ty entendu par sod 
homologue americain. A Tissue 
d’tm entretien d’une heure entre 
les deux homtnes. George Bush a 
ainsi d€dar6 qu’ll panageait avec 
sou hdte “un sentiment d’lirg- 
ence” k parvenir k un r6glement 
-global au Proche- Orient. 

Le president des Etats-Unis a 
estimy ndeessaire de erder une 
nouvelle atmosphdre dans la re- 
gion pour qu’Arabes et Isradliens 
prennent conscience que les deux 
parties dtaient ddsonnais prdtes k 
des compromis. 

Mais alors que M. Moubarak 
pariait d’une solution an prob- 
idme palestinien par des ntigoda- 
tions directes Hans le cadre d’une 
“confdrence intemationale de 
paix” sous J’dgide de 1’ONU, M. 
Bush a surtout insistd sur Fouver- 
ture au plus vite de ndgodations 
directes. Une confdrence interna- 
tion ale pourrait seion lui se rdvdl- 
er “utile”, si elle dtait “ co ri- 
ven able men t stnicturde”, k on 

“moment approprid". En clair, 
les Etats-Unis estiment que 
beaucoup reste k faire avant un 
tel dvdnement. 

Les deux homines ont cepen- 
dant soulignd que leurs buts 
dtaient communs: “sdcuritd d*Is- 
rael, fin de Foccupation [de la 
Cisjordanie et de Gaza] et 
rdaUsation des droits politiques 
des Palestiniens”, comme l’a rap- 
peld George Bush, sans ndan- 
moins jamais mentionner FOLP. 
M. Moubarak pour sa part qual- 


ifie d’irrdalisable l'idde d’dleo 
tions dans les territoires occupds, 
avanede par M. Shamir. 

Les questions dconomiques, 
qui ont entraind Fan denrier la 
suspension d’une partie de Faide 
amdricaine au Qdre, out dgale- 
ment dtd au coeur du voyage de 
M. Moubarak k Washington. Le 
prdsident dgyptien s’en est en- 
tretenu mardi avec le seerdtaire 
d’Etat amdricain, James Baker.- 
et Ie seerdtaire au Trdsor. Nicho- 
las Brady. D a prdsentd aux deux 
responsables amdricains les me- 
sures ddji prises pour rdfbnner 
Fdconomie de son pays, tout en 
insistant sur leur rytiieme gra- 
fted, destind k dviter d’dven fuels 
troubles sodaux et politiques. 

Yitzhak Shamir, qui doit re- 
con trer aujord’hui mdme George 
Bush, a indiqud juste avant son 
ddpart cT Israel son intention de 
“prdsenter des iddes nouvelles” 
au prdsident amdricain, tout en 
rappelant son opposition de prin- 
dpe k la conference interna- 
tional e prdnde par M. Moubarak. 
Le premier ministre Israelien, qui 
doit passer dix jours aux Etats- 
Unis, sail que ce voyage est sans 
dome Fun des plus dimdles de sa 
cani&re politique. 

D’autant plus difficile qu’il lui 
faudra obtenir un minimum de 
rdsultats avant la venue k 
Washington, le 19 avril, du roi 
Hussein de Jordanie, qui lui insis- 
tera, de nouveau sur les proposi- 
tions des pays arabes m odd ids. 
(d’aprds agences). 


20 morts dans les innondations 

Le Sud- Yemen eprouv4 


La Kste des vtetanes des In- 
mmdatkms dans le centre du Sud- 
Ydmen s’alourdit aprds trois 
semaines eonsdentives de pfuies 
torrentidles. Un bilan proviso ire 
recensait, hmdi, plus de vingt 
morts et phisiairs dizaines de 
btessds. Les degAts matdriels para- 
tysent b rdgion. 

Us sont plus de 100,000 k avoir 
qui tid leurs maisons, ddtntites 
par les torrents de pluie. Sans 
abri, ils sont aussi sans travail: les 
innondations ont ravagd plusieurs 
centaines de champs agricoles et 
decimd les troupeaux de bdtail 
dans les gouveinorats de Had- 
ramaput, Al-Majirat. et Sbabwa. 

.’.4 . ■ !.<• rr fit I 

Dans la seule ville de Saywun, 
dtd historique au coeur. de la 
vailde de Hadramaout, 122 
maisons se sont effondrdes, 172 
autres menace‘nt de s'dcrouler et 
48 bfitiments publics, dont des 
dcoles et des dispensaires, ont dtd 
plus ou moins endommagds. Le 
rdseau d’eau potable et les 
cSbles dlectriques ont ded rompus 
par la violence des torrents. La 
ville entidre pourrait etre rayde 


de la carte si le barrage qui la 
prot&ge, et qui est ddja' partieUe- 
ment ddtruit, venait A edder. 

Aprds ia destruction de Hiabi- 
tat, les pluies attaquent le relief. 
Les fissures et les crevasses se 
multiplient dans les zones mon- 
tagneuses. Face aux menaces 
d'dboulements, les autoritds font 
dvacner les villes k flanc de mon- 
tagne, notamment dans la vailde 
de Hadramaout, au bord de Fo- 
cean Indien. 

Les sinistrds, qui augmentent 
de jour en jour, restent difficiles k 
ddnombrer et k localises Les 
secours d’urgence en sont 
d’autant plus compliqnds. Dans la 
rdaqiCd'Xhw^ pr&'-'dej '2^ 000., 
bddouiqs. sopt.^ceifclds pap les 
eanx etne pduvent^tre rayitaillds 
en vivres et mddicaments que par 
hdlicopt&re. 

Plusieurs pays se sont mobilisds 
pour assister les smistrds, notam- 
ment FArabie saoudite, le 
Koweit, les Emirats Arabes Unis, 
le Ydmen du nord, le snltanat 
d’Oman, la Gran de-Bretagne, la 
France, ainsi que ia FAO (Food 
Aid Organisation), (d’aprds 
agences). 


Les clubs de culturisme se multiplient a Amman 


Des halteres pour deveiopper Vego 


Mens sane In corpore sano. SI h 
puissance du cerveau se mesnrait 
au galbe du musde, h piscine de 
Sports city feralt figure de 
P&nibdou de la raatifere grise. Un 
creuset de adturistes. On n’y 
compte pins les bcrcules mous- 
tachus venus exhiber des bleeps 
hnsants sculptds dans te roc, des 
pectoraux gonflds comme des 
ebambres A air et de trds durs 
abdominaux en tablettes de cho- 
cobL 

Le phdnomdne Ram bo ferait-il 
de dmules? En tout cas, il fait des 
dmues. “Faime le genre muscle, 
avec des dpaules carrdes et un 
ventre plat, bien bfifi", avoue 
Randa, 25 ans. On bStit done, et 
en bdton s’il vous plait. Haro sur 
les attendrissants abdomens re- 
plets et les poigndes d’amour, 
corollaires du hommos et de 
rhitile d’olive. Seion Mahmoud 
Jarasheh, vice-prdsident de la 
fdddration jordanienne de body 
building, 20 nouveaux dubs ont 
ouvert ces deux derradres anndes 
k Amman , ou Fon compte en tout 
une cinquantaine d’dtablisse- 
ments pour le ddvefoppement du 
muscle. 

Tel le club Noor, inangurd A 
djebcl Hussein , il y a trois mois. 
Sobcante candidats k la turgesc- 
ence viennent s’y entrainer quoti- 
diennement. Pousser, tirer, his- 
ser, soutenir, allonger, repos. A 
la diffdrence de la gymnastique 
de papa, le body-building re- 
quiert toute une gamine cfap- 
pareils en ader bardds de sangles, 
de poigndes, de ressorts et de 
compteurs, pour travailler cha- 
que muscle indivkteellemeaL Os 
s’anend presque a y trouver une 
chaise de cinque, une roue k 
ccarteler on une guillotine. 

Mais point. Id, la torture est 
iibrement consentie, seion le 
prindpe ancestral: “Il faut soufrir 
pour dtre beau”. Et soufrir sou- 
vent. Mahmoud Jarasheh, 41 ans, 
qui collectionne les tirres, ann- 
once la couleur: “Pendant les 
trois mois pnScddant une com- 
petition, je prends un congd pour 
pouvoir m’entramer six heures 
par jour. Ed temps normaL 


quaere heures quotidiennes soot 
ndeessaires pour garder la 
forme". Ce n’est qu’A ce prix qu’il 
a pu se hisser sur les podiums du 
culturisme international (3dme 
M. Unrvers en 1977 k Londres, 
4dme en 1984 en RFA, 4eme en 
1987 aux Etats-Unis). 

En vrai “profesaonnel”, M. 
Jaraseh fustige le mercantilisme 
de la piupart des clubs recem- 
ment ou verts a Amman. “As ne 
percent qu’A faire mardier le 
tiroir-caisse. sans attention pom- 
la compdtitioD. B y a peine une 
centaine de culturistes qui s’en- 
trainent sdrieusement dans le 
pays”, ddplore-t-il, rappelant que 
les anndes soixante furent id FSge 
d’or du body-building. Mais. k 
defaur de plus de sdrienx, M. 
Jerasbeh se fdlidte tout de mdme 
de la popularisation d’un sport 
jadis confind A des cerdes trds 
“camionneure-durs-tatouds”. 

Avocats, mddedns... 

“Autrefois, on associait le cul- 
turisme aux mauvais garqoas. 
AujourcFbui, mes dients sont des 
avocats, des mddedns...,” recon- 
nait Tarek Khorma, 25 ans, direc- 
teur du club “Power Hot”, ouvert 
il y a trois mois k Shmeissani. 
L'exemple pour la sculpture mus- 
culaire? Tarek raconte qu’il a 
commencd aux Etats-Unis, ou il 
dtait diudiant. “On commence 
par en faire pour perdre du ven- 
tre, pour sdduire physiquement- 
Et puis cela devient comme une 
drogue, tenement on se sent 
bien”, explique-t-il. 

Les premiers frissons ont 6te 
ressents dans Ia rdgion dds les 
anndes 1950, apportds par le dnd- 
ma et les magazines amdricains. 
Taizan frit un meddle pour les 
culturistes de lepoque. “Ce sont 
ces images venues du Nouveau 
Continent qui m'ont indte h com- 
me ncer le culturisme", se sou- 
vient Abdel Mounam Abu-Toug, 
fondateur en 1964 du club “Dar 
El Kamal," le premier spdrialise 
dans le body-building. M. Abu 
Toug confesse. de plus, avoir ete 
convaincu dans sa jeunesse par la 
formule “gros muscles, grand 



Mahmoud Jarasheh 
pouvoir." 

Les choses ont-elles beaucoup 
change depuis Taizan? Seion 
Mohammad Barhum, professeur 
de sodologie, cette philosophie 
du culturisme est propre aux clas- 
ses sodaies modestes. “Ils sont 
seduits par la force evidente des 
musdes d’un Rambo ou d’un 
Schwarzenegger, que le cinema 
amdricain des anndes 1980 remet 
k Fhonneur”. Le rdsultat extreme 
du cube du corps, qui a marqud 
cette ddeennie. 

Le Pr Barhum prdcise que dans 
routes les couches de la nouvelle 


soddtd urbaine jordanienne, le 
besoin de soigner son physique se 
fait sentir. “D’autant plus que la 
nourriture traditionnelle, trds 
grasse, dtait adaptde aux travaux 
ruraux. En ville, on continuait k 
manger la meme chose, mais sans 
b ruler les calories”. Deux solu- 
tions: modifier son alimentation 
ou faire du sport. On a fait les 
deux. Et k c6t6 des dubs de 
body-building, nombre de “fit- 
ness centers” ont ouvert ces der- 
nidres anndes. Dans les rues de 
Shmeissani, il n’est pas rare de 
voir des groupes de “joggers” 
jordaniens. En basse-ville, on 
prdfSre regarder “Conan Ie bar- 
bare” au dndma. En mangeant 
un sbawanna. 

Reste que Je musde est remon- 
td de la rue King Faisal aux 
coutre-alldes des quartiers ouest 
en i’espace de quelques anndes. 
Est-ce a dire que Ie bourgeois 
jouffhi peut se transformer en un 
coup dTialtere magique en Spar- 
tacus? “Beaucoup Je croient et 
abandonnent aprds quelques 
mois parce qu'ils ne sont pas 
devenus des athldtes”, sourit M. 
Jerasheh. On estime en effet qu’il 
faut une dizaine d’anndes pour 
obtenir une musculature de coo- 
ccurs. Entretemps, les dubs font 
leurs affaires: 20 dinars par mois 
pour se musder chez “Power 
Hot.” Tarek reconnait que e’est 
cher, mais il souligne que son 
materiel est importd des Etats- 
Unis et que ses membres sont 
suivis de trds pres par des en- 
traineurs qualifids. Car le cultur- 
isme peut dtre dangereux sans 
avis medical. 

Un sport k risque 

Le Dr. Hana Qawar, prdsident 
de la feddration jordanienne de 
medecine sportive, souligne {’abs- 
ence de rdglementation et de 
controfes de security dans les 
dubs. Il dnumdre les risques du 
mdtier: “II est dangereux de corn- 
men cer avant 16 ans. Mais cer- 
tains adolescents se fabriquent 
des halteres de fortune er se 
raccourcissent le cou a force de 
soulever des poids. Au-dela de 40 


arc, on risque des probldmes 
cardio-vasculaires, dtant doond le 
flux de sang requis pour deveiop- 
per les musdes. Sans parler des 
ddchirements musculaires provo- 
quds par un programme d'e- 
ntrainement trop rapide”. 

Les plus gros probldmes des 
culturistes surviennent Iorqu'ils 
arrdtent de pratiquer. “Un cul- 
turiste doit absorber 8000 calories 
par jour, centre 3000 pour les qui 
ne font pas de sport. Si Fon 
interrompt brutalement Fexer- 
cice, Forganisme reste habitud k 
sa ration de calories et l'ex-cultur- 
iste grossit. De plus, ses muscles 
s'atrophient et sa peau se plisse. 
Il importe done d’arrdter par 
paiiers, et de continuer k prati- 
quer un autre sport pendant plu- 
sieurs anndes. Sinon, gare 4 
l’obesitd”, prdvient le Dr. 
Qawar. 

Le culturisme augmente le 
poids: Tarek Khorma indique 
qu'ti est passe de 64 k 82 kilog- 
rammes en deux ans de body- 
building. “Les muscles sont plus 
lourds que la graisse". explique-t- 
il. Paradoxal ement , Fex-cultur- 
iste perdra done du poids en 
prenant de la graisse. 

Autre danger, les stdroldes 
anabolisants, fort prisds par les 
culturistes et fatals a Ben Johnson 
aux demiers Jeux Olympiques. 
“Ds augmentent artificieUement 
le volume musculaire en accdldr- 
ant le flux sanguin, d'oh leur 
inidret lore des concours de 
beautd culturistes. Mais leurs 
effets seconds ires sur Ie foie, les 
reins et les os sont redoutables”, 
explique le Dr. Qawar. Tarek 
Khorma estime, lui, que les stdr- 
oides sont indispensables pour 
atteindre un niveau de competi- 
tion. Quant k Mahmoud 
Jarasheh, il affirme n’en avoir 
jamais pris. 

Hormis ces dangers, le Dr. 
Qawar estime que le body-build- 
ing est un sport excellent, en 
particulier comme complement a 
une autre discipline: “£n au- 
gmentant son volume musculaire, 
on augmente sa force”, conclur- 

a. 

Francois Dncronx. 


Le prdsident tunisien, Zine 
el Abidine Ben Ali, a dtd dlu 
dimanche chef de 1'Etat en 
obtenant plus de 99% des suf- 
frages exprimds. Candidal uni- 
que k cette dlection anticipde, 
M. Ben Ali, 53, ans, bdndfi- 
dait du soutien de la majority 
et de Fopposition. Le scrutin, 
en forme de plebiscite, visait k 
conforter sa fonction prd- 
sidentielle, 4 laquelle il avait 
aocddd le 7 novembre 1987 
aprds la destitution de M. 
Habib Bourguiba pour “in- 
capacity physique.” 

Seion le ministdrd tunisien 
de 1’Intdrieur, le taux de parti- 
cipation a atteint un peu plus 
de 76% pour cette dlection. □ 
s’est dlevd k pr&s de 76.5% 
pour les Legislatives antidpdes 
qui se ddroulajent le mdme 
jour dans le pays. La diffdr- 
ence, indiquait-on lundi soir k 
Thais, s’ejqilique par un nom- 
bre plus dlevd d 1 merits, les 
dmigrds tunisiens pouvant 
voter. 

Plus incertain, ce deroti&me' 
scrutin s’est dgalement soldd 
par une victoire totale du parti 
au pouvoir, le Rassemblement 
coostitutioiinel ddmocratique. 
Le RCD a en effet enleve les 
141 sidges de ddputds, en tota- 
lisant 80,48% des suffrages. 

Les cinq formation de Fop- 
position, qui dtaient en lice, 
ont obtenu entre 0,21% (Parti 
socialiste du progrds-centre 
droite) et 3,76% (Mouvement 


IA L AFFICHE 


CINEMA 


Lola Montes 

De Max Ophuls, avec Martine 
Carol. Peter Ustinov et Anton Wal- 
brook (1955). 

Ex hi bee dans un cirque, Lola 
Montes ddroule le QJ de sa vie avec les 
bo ns et les mauvais souvenirs. 

CCF, InwB 10 a 2QUO (en fraocais, 
sous-tfcrf en arabe). 

Boudu sauve des eaux 


De Jean Renoir, avec Michel 
Simon, Marcelle Hainia, Charles 
Gnwval et Jean Daste (1932). 

Un libraire parisien sauve un 
clochard de la noyade et plein de^ 
bonnes intentions, decide de Fhdber-’ 
ger. Le rescapd va vite bouleverser la 
vie bien ordonnde de son bienfaiteur. 
n ne trouvera grace qu’aux yeux de la 
soubrette... 

CCF, mermdi 12 a 20b30 (en Brawns, 
soos-titrf en arabe). 

Cin6-club 


Lers horaires des sdaaces som modifies I 
partir de samedi en raison du Ramadan. Le 
6: I3b00 Body heat. 15h00 The graduate. 
17b00 The quiei man. 19h00 BDlboek and 
the candle, 20fa30 Night comets. Le 7: 
13b00 No small affair, ISbOO The teena- 
gers. 17h00 Plenty, 19hOQ Kramer against 
Kramer, 20h30 Heat and dust Le 8: 13h00 



w 
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des ddmocrates socialistes-cen- 
tre). Dix aeuf des vingt deux 
listes “ indy pen dan tes” consti- 
tu'tdes pour ces Ldgilsatives, 
dtaient fortement sou tenues 
par les islamistes. 

Pour sa premidre participa- 
tion k un teJ-scnitin en Tunisie, 
le courant fondamentaliste a 
enrergistrd de boos scores. A 
Tunis et 

k Sousse, notamment, les Can- 
dida ts a la ddputation qu’il 
soutenait ont total isd entre 25 
et 30% des voix. Seion certains 
observateure, les listes proches 
du mouvement islamiste au- 
raient obtenu un peu plus de 
12% des suffrages exprimds. 
(d’aprds agences). 


Jazz en France 


Dn swing des anndes 1920 an 
free jazz de Michel Portal en 
passant par les accents gitans de la 
guitare de Django Reinhardt: le 
jazz francais a son histoire, sa 
tradition. Ube tradition qui s’en- 
rarine dans les aits de Ray Ven- 
ture et ses Collegiens, dans les 
anndes 1930 et explose dans les 
caves de Saint Germain des Prds, 
vingt arc plus tard. Boris Vi an et 
sa trompette ameutent- alors les 
existentialistes k l’affut de sons 
nouveaux. Les musidens axneri- 
cains adoptent la sedne parisienne 
pour ne plus la quitter. Le Paris 
du jazz est nd. 

Aujonrd’hui encore, Memphis 
Slim, pour ne enter que lui, est vu 
plus ^souvent au ' cayeau_; dcria 
Hucbette que dans les clubs New 
Yorkais. C6td francais, Qaude 
Nougaro. Michel Portal ou en- 
core I’Orchestre National de jazz 
ont pris le relais avec succ&s. 

L’exposition prdsente les meil- 
leurs moments de 1’histoire du 
jazz en France. Elle donne k voir 



mai s aussi k entendre grace k six' 
heures de viddo. pruposdes k la 
carte ou en continue (Orchestra 
National de jazz, Michel Portal, 
Rend Entreger, Qaude Nougaro, 
Francois Jeanneau, le Printemps 
de Bourges). 

CCF. k partir du 5 et jusqu ’au 
13 avril. 


Hie conquerer of dark. ISbOO Nasser Salab 
el dine, 17b00 As Safira Aayza, 20b00 
l amilla al Jezairia, 21h30 As Sayed al Bald. 
Le 9-. 13M0 The soft hands. IShOO The 
message. 20h00 Chroniqucs des anndes de 
braises, 21h30 The chronic. Le lfc 13bOG 
Hyppotile in the heart, L5h00 The martyr 
of Godlove. 17h00 Egyptian story, 20h00 A 
crime in quiet district, 2Ih30 The frontiers. 
Le II: 13b00 The waterman died, ISbOO 
Rabaar, I7h00 All that jazz, 20h00 The 
noces of Cali], 21h30 The dreams of the 
city. Le 12: 13h(X) The road, ISbOO Al 
Kadd iai e h . 17h00 Duel in the valley. 
20b 00 The calk of the roots, 2IhJ0 Lovely 
my sweet cherries. 

TQm en renim origfauJc, TcL CO3901. 
Roote de Fn ni re nl tf, A drotu aprBs 
Juuuduu, pals lire i gauche, 300 m. 

EXPOSITION 


Jazz en France 

Photos, textes et viddo sur ['histoire 
du jazz en France depuis les anndes 
folles. (Voir article ci-dessus). 

TELEVISION 


«‘CoiargoI dans la Iune», dessin 
animd poor les enlants. (JTV. ven- 
dredi 7 avril a 17hl5). *Les enqudtST 
du commissaire Maigret» de Georges 
Ferraro. -avec Jean Richard. Le com- 
missaire tente d'dlurider Ie raeurtre 
d'un paisible quinquagdnaire et 
dfcouvre la double vie du ddfunt... 
(JTV, vendredi 7 avril a 17h30). 
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An American stops in Amman while on a Trans-Med Bike Tour 


A wandering dervish in a track suit 


By John West 

- Speck to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Driving down the 
King's Highway over the next few 
days, you may pass a small figure 
crouched over a bicycle, wob- 
bling up the slopes of Wadi Mou- 
jib and coasting down them, with 
40 kilogrammes of baggage loom- 
ing behind him like the plumage 
of some strange bird heading 
south to the waters of the Red 
Sea. If you do, stop and talk to 
him. For Robert Guzman, a 37- 
year-old Mexican- American mig- 
rant, sportsman, writer and seek- 
er after truth, is an interesting 
man. 

He has been cycling for three 
years, inching his way round the 
Mediterranean on his battered 
old, heavy-framed bicycle, on 
what he calls the Trans-Med Bike 
Tour, sponsored by British Air- 
ways. Starting in Britain and 
moving down to Spain in 1986, he 
rounded the Iberian peninsular 
and then spent six months in 
Barcelona regathering strength 
and resources. In 1987. he cros- 
sed France. Italy, Yugoslavia and 
Greece before wintering in 
Athens. Next year followed the 
Greek islands. Thrace and loop- 
ing Turkish coastline before cros- 
sing over the Syrian border and 
into the Arab World. On 1989’s 
agenda is a leisurely trip down to 
Aqaba, the boat to Nweibeh, 
round the coast of Sinai and 
another six month pit stop in 


Cairo. Final destination is Casab- 
lanca, but when asked to hazard a 
date he replies, “Allabu ’a!am” 
(God knows best) — like many 
seasoned travellers, he feels that 
computation is next to presump- 
tion. 

“The trip has its own life, and 
I'm really no more than its- 
agent," he says, as . if talking 
about a figure of authority. For 
Guzman, his trip is a mission, a 
teacher and a friend. Despite lack 
of fund, a frail physique and the 
wear and tear of three years on 
the road, he is sure of pursuing 
his journey to the end — “I’d be 
too afraid not to finish it now." 
All the obstacles put in his way 
have only served to make him 
more certain of what he is doing. 
“I'm not a very good cyclist" — 
at a skinny 5 foot 8, and 
looking his 37 years, Guzman is 
nobody’s idea of a strapping 
athlete — “and when I started I 
used to get sick a lot. The bike is 
13 years old,” be added. But 
despite the rugged mountains and 
rough coastal roads that skirt the 
whole of the Mediterranean, he 
averages one puncture every 1000 
miles. 


Unattached 


Of course, an Odyssey such as 
his can be emotionally as well as 
physically exhausting. The strain 
of having no ties and not being 
close to anyone for three years 
takes its toll, he admits. But 
Guzman is resigned to his fate 


“the trip holds me to one condi- 
tion — that I have nothing to 
lose. Every time I seem to be 
getting involved — and maybe 
think about travelling with some- 
one — something happens. I lose 
my traveller's cheques or some- 
thing.” He describes how he 
broke his arm in Greece. “I was a 
hundred yards away from the 
boat to Athens and thinking T 
must &id a place, I must find a 
job, will my friends be there? 1 
instead of thinking about what 
had just happened" — the end of 
bis second year on the lake — 
“and appreciating it. The trip was 
angry with me." And so he slip- 
ped and fell and broke his arm in 
a very mundane accident. 

“My triumphant entry into 
Athens was in the back of a taxi 
with a crazy driver. I was fright- 
ened and hurting.” But fate took 
another twist, this time the good 
“be took me down to the casualty 
ward of a hospital and waited for 
me until my arm was set. Both he 
and toe doctors refused to accept 
any money.” 

Guzman has found his trip 
easier this year than in toe two 
previous ones, largely because of 
toe attitudes of toe people. I 
think my worst time was in Italy 
— it was toe end of a fall,, and 
very cold although you get used 
to that. But I was sleeping out all 
the time because toe hotels were 
too expensive, and I guess I 
showed it after a time. Virtually 
my only contact with civilisation 


was brushing my teeth in the 
morning ana people began to 
treat me like a bum — “what do 
you want?", “How much did you 
take?", “did you pay for that?”, 
“are you sure?”. 

“But the deeper into the Mus- 
lim world you go, the easier 
everything gets, toe more people 
accept you." Guzman feels under 
special protection here — “Italy 
gives you the bare minimum — in 
Syria and Jordan you are a hon- 
oured guest.” Three weeks ago 
he was near Nabeq in Syria in toe 
early evening. The rain was so 
strong that he had been stopped 
three tunes during the day, toe 
road was thick with mud, and 
then his bike got a puncture, 
leaving him stuck. “God help 
me'* I thought, and five minutes 
later a guy came up on his motor- 
bike and “asked me if I'd like to. 
stay at his house for the night.” 

Guzman is no stranger to the 
Middle East, having taught En- 
glish for five years in Saudi Ara- 
bia. Which is toe trade he sup- 
ports himself with during his rest- 
ing s tages. D uring his time there, 
he went out of ms way to make 
friends with Arabs and began to 
feel an affinity with the culture 
which be feels is based on his own 
Mexican, and therefore Hispanic, 
heritage — “we feel the dan, the 
big issues of life and death, winch 
go beyond toe hedonism and 
materialism of other Mediterra- 
nean countries. 

“I always remember seeing on 


the wall of a toilet in Greece what 
an Italian had written T love only 
nature and beautiful women-* 
Underneath, in a dear hand, a 
Spaniard had replied ‘only an 
Italian can write similar stupidi- 
ties.’ That said it for me." 


Souls of nations, He nntooebed 

Guzman is necessarily a philo- 
sopher. “Knowledge of the ways 
of men, the good in them and the 
bad” is forced upon him as it was 
upon Odysseus. His slow prog- 
ress on the bike, panting and 
sweating his way up and down the 
contours of a landscape, sleeping 
and eating where he can and 
mixing with whoever will mix 
with him, gives him both toe 
particular and toe universal. If he 
compares Spain with Syria, it is 
□ot via books, concepts or spark- 
ling conversation but by the per- 
sonal experience of having ridden 
through dozens of towns, villages 
and come across hundreds of 
people in both countries. He feels 
that his ground level view makes 
Wm a participant in what he 
observes — “when you’re on a 
bike, and you pass through a 
village, for a few minutes you’re 
one of them.” His minute experi- 
ence has convinced him that toe 
peoples of toe Mediterranean are 
still tremendously different from 
each other, and dismisses the idea 
that mass media and world mono- 
culture have destroyed each re- 
gion’s peculiar character. “These 
things are only the froth on the 


surface — the deep, die soul of 
nations, lies untouched.” 

Hie book he is writing is a 
comparison of Mediterranean 
cultures, delving into there past 
in an attempt to throw light on 
what is going on -now, and he 
supplements his travels with 
general reading on the countries 
he passes through. He is currently 
reading Phillip Hitti's “History erf 
toe Arabs," which he travelled 
specially to Aleppo to buy, and 
was full of toe idea of Protestant- 
ism forming Europe. His earlier 
experience with V.S. Naipid's 
“Among the Believers," howev- 
er, was not so fruitful. 


No sympathy, no 
understanding 


“I found it very informative, 
but I bad to reject what he said. 
How can you write about a peo- 
ple devoid of any sympathy for 
them? 1 felt he had no under- 
standing.” 

Guzman is interested in almost 
anything, and unlike bis seden- 
tary counterparts, seems to have 
no hierarchy or categorisation of 
topics when he talks. His con- 
versation ranged in two hoars 
over the differences between 
dramatic Italian and analytical 
French journalism — “they try so 
hard to be perfect it’s boring,” 
the ancestry of the Br azilian Indi- 
ans, toe re mains of Germanic 
Idealism as brought by toe Visi- 
goths to Toledo, Yugoslavian 


mountain passes, the student re- 
volts of the - 1960's, the Irishness 
of North West Spain, the Devil, 
trust, James Dean and Macedo- 
nians in Detroit. 

But, paradoxically, the most 
amazing tiring about Guzman is 
that he is totally ordinary. He 
speaks softly and in an odd hotch- 
potch of accents, stopping some- 
times to search for toe right word. 
He is slow in his body move- 
ments. As he talks, there seems 
nothing incongruous about his 
description of the trip’ as an 
external agent acting upon him. 
When toe trip is over, he plans to 
return to his home in the smoky 
mountains of Tennessee and go 
back- to college to get a masters 
degree, maybe in business admi- 
nistration. Despite not having 
spoken to his family since last 
October, . he describes them as 
close. In fact, far from being a 
dashing swashbuckler, Guzman 
gives toe overwhelming impress- 
ion of being an ordinary man 
caught up in, and yielding to, 
something greater than himself. 
It lends him a presence and a 
calm that many a great man might 
envy. 

Years of perpetual flux have 
given him a seemingly unshake- 
able stability. He resembles the 
legendary Umar al Bukhari, toe 
controversial sage who when 
once asked bow he felt replied “I 
feel like one who has woken in 
toe morning and does not know 
whether he will be aKve when the 


goes down," “But that js the 
condition of all men," his detrac- 
tors . sneered, “Yes," came 
Umar’s reply, ‘tout how many of 
' them FF-FJ. it.” Guzman for bis-' 
part feels that toe reception he 
has in the .Arab Wood goes 
beyond even codes of hospitality, 
a nd is linked to this ototf tradi- 
tion, the seekeis after truth. 

“1 was introduced in Syria to 
' toe concept of ‘talab al Tim,* and 
realised at once that that's how 
the Arabs see me.” (The “seek- 
ers of knowledge” have for 
thousands of years been a prom- 
inent part of spiritual life in the 
Middle East, involving penniless 
travel by the seeker begging alms 
or working along toe way for 
years and years, and often related 
to scholarly work of one kind or 
another. The seeker hoped to 
gain spiritual fulfillment by the 
experience gained on his travels). 
‘Thar’s the reason why in Europe 
I was often treated with suspicion 
whereas here perfectly ordinary 
people, some of whom have nev- 
er been further than toe nearest 
large town themselves, under- 
stand what I am doing." In 
another age, Robert Guzman 
• mig ht have been oiled a wander- 


stand what I am doing.” In 
another age, Robert Guzman 
• migh t have been oiled a wander- 
ing dervish. 

So if you see a figure dawdling 
along toe road down to Aqaba on 
his take, or sitting under a tree in 
his tracksuit, taking tea with 
some villagers, stop and talk to 
him. There’s more to . him than 
meets toe eye. 



Seeds of hope for 
Lima’s street children 


By Martin Foreman 

‘Germinal’ works with youngsters who live 
on the streets of Lima, Peru. Germinal is 
among a new generation of organisations 
worldwide which recognise that AIDS pre- 
vention is a complex issue and it therefore 
starts by dealing with the young people’s 
emotional and economic needs. 


sions will often force them to run 
away from their parents for a day 
or two. The emotional problems 
are often made worse by econo- 
mic difficulties. 

Many of the boys turn to pros- 
titution, which at first glance 
seems to be a short-term solution 
but is more likely to cause long- 
term problems, particularly with 
the risk of sexually-transmitted 
diseases, including AIDS. 


LIMA, Peru — “We met one boy 
from the provinces who couldn't 


Brazil’s Cardinal is proud 
to be called subversive 


By Stephen Powell 

Reuter 


SAO PAULO — In a country 
with some of the world’s worst 
social inequalities. Cardinal 
Paulo Evaristo Ams, Brazil's 
most eminent exponent of the 
theology of liberation, says he is 
proud to be called subversive. 

Liberation theology is a doc- 
trine which gives priority to work- 
ing with the poor and oppressed 
but which stirs deep anxieties 
among conservatives. 

The Vatican of Pope John Paul 
II has never wanned to liberation 
theology and the 67-year-old 
archbishop, known here as Dom 
Paulo, has just been shorn of half 
of his flock, by a Vatican decree 
announced March 15. 

His archdiocese of Sao Paulo, 
formerly one of the biggest in the 
world, was effectively halved by 
the creation of four new satellite 
dioceses each with their own 
bishop — a move seen by many 
commentators as another con- 
servative advance by the Vatican. 

In Brazil, a nation presided 
over by a political elite, conserva- 
tives regularly denounce the Ro- 
man Catholic Church as a Com- 
munist organisation. 

A leading spokesman of the 
right, presidential candidate 
Ronald Caiado, savaged the 
church in a recent newspaper 
interview. 

He said it '‘uses tactics of 
fomenting guerrilla war, (land) 
invasions, class struggle and 
places Jesus Christ at the disposal 
of Karl Marx, saying that toe 
promised land is Cuba and the 
messiah is Fidel Castro." 

Earlier this year conservative 
newspapers mounted a press 
campaign against the cardinal be- 
cause he corresponded with the 
Cuban leader. Ams responded 
that he maintained contacts with 
several heads of state. 


controversy over the division of 
his archdiocese, which has taken 
out of his control about 1.000 of 
toe city’s squalid shantytowns but 
still leaves him with one of toe 
world’s largest. 

“The division has already been 
amply explained as being a natu- 
ral phenomenon," he said at his 
news conference. "Every time 
that there is a very large number 
of Christians, the work also in- 
creases and it is normal for there 
to be a division." 

But his spokesman. Father Ser- 
gio Calixto Valverde, told inter- 
viewers that there was some truth 
in the interpretation that the divi- 
sion was intended to clip toe 
wings of Brazil's progressive 
church. 

The closest Arns comes to criti- 
cising toe Vatican is to say that 
many people felt there should 
have' been more consultation. 

"There was no consultation. 
The people were not consulted, 
the priests were not consulted," 
said Father Manoel Godoy, one 
of about 300 laymen and priests 
who took part in a protest fast on 
March 22. 

Before the split Ams had an 
area encompassing 395 parishes 
with a population of 14.5 million. 
Today he has 241 parishes with 
about 7.6 million people. 


opinions on a range of matters, 
including Third World debt. 

Brazil has the biggest debt in 
the developing world, $115 bil- 
lion, and a central issue in this 
year's presidential elections is 
whether it should continue paying 
a staggering $14 billion a year to 
service toe debt. 

“I have toe absolute conviction 
that we do not owe anything. 
What we have paid in interest is 
greater than what we borrowed,” 
toe cardinal said at his Easter 
news conference. 


from the provinces who couldn’t 
read or write. He only knew how 
to get on 'a bus to come to San 
Martin Square and how to get a 
bus back out to toe suburbs 
where his family was now living. 
He was afraid to go anywhere 
else in case he got lost and 
couldn’t find his way home again. 
We never saw him again.” 

Tito Bracamonte was speaking 
about one of toe many youths be 
and his colleagues met in toe 
heart of Lima, Peru. 

Perhaps toe boy had simply 
come to look around. But it was 
more likely that he had heard that 
this was a place where money 
could be made from men looking 
for sex. 

In either case the fact that he 
was illiterate and a newcomer to 
this sprawling city of six million 
people made it easy for others to 


take advantage of him — exactly 
toe kind of person who Tito 
Bracamonte hopes to meet. - 

Bracamonte, a history student 
in his early 20s, works for Ger- 
minal, an organisation which tries 
to help young people between 13 
and 20 who, for one reason or 
another, find themselves wander- 
ing toe streets of this South 
American capital. 

It was ten o'clock on a warm 
tropical evening and San Martin 
and toe surrounding streets and 
shopping galleries were crowded 
with people, mostly men, out for 
a stroll, talking to friends, waiting 
for a bus, or just waiting for 
something to happen. It didn’t 
need a practised eye to spot toe 
teenagers loitering alone by ben- 
ches or shop-windows. 

Although few of the adoles- 
cents whom Tito meets are 
actually homeless, family ten- 


JUdd Barnen 


money and, according to Germin- 
al’s director, Francisco Basfli, it is 
important not to classify those 
who do as prostitutes. 

His argument is that they do 
not see what they do as a regular 
job and their primary source of 
income, but merely as a means of 
getting through a difficult period 
until they can fowl a job or 
continue their education. “Often 
what interests them most in sex 
with a stranger is the offer of 
affection as much as money, even 


tion is a much more complex 
issue than at first appears. Ex- 
perience in a number of countries 


has shown that you can rive 
neoole toe facts about AIDS 


people the facts about AIDS 
transmission but they won’t 
necessarily act upon them. 

In order to ensure that the 
message gets through, educators 
have to deal with toe uufividual’s 
most pressing concerns: in Ger- 
minal's fine of work, emotional 
and economic problems come up- 
permost. 

Others are rfeaKng with the pro- 


. . .. ... if they are not themselves . Others are dealing with toe pro- 

It was m Order to h’elp*toe56 r ^ homosexual. They.needl&S in the same; way - — -from the 

boys ; — and • girls Tb- 4- drito r tioiial ■ support wm(±Pthey are-’ not c ommuni ty leaders who take sex 
situation, although they are much getting at home.-”’ ‘ 'education to toe schools of Cal- 


gtnation, although they are much 
more difficult to reach — that 
Germinal was set up, funded by 
Radd Barnen (Save the Children) 
of Sweden. 

Although AIDS education is a 
key aspect of toe programme, it is 
not the primary aim; rather, Ger- 
minal tries to build up the boys’ 
self-confidence and self-respect, 
so that they are able to make 
their own decisions about 
whether to continue on the 
streets. 

The first stage is to spend time 
talking to them in the streets, to 
tell them there is a place — 
Germinal's offices — where they 
can get information about AIDS 
and other means of earning a 
living. 

Not all the boys offer sex for 


Seif protection 


But as with prostitutes, the 
boys are at great risk from HIV, 
toe virus which causes AIDS. So 
Germinal has produced a leaflet 
on bow to protect yourself. 

It is also working on a small 
address book which will have 
AIDS education messages on the 
pages between the addresses. 
“The boys like the idea,” says 
Basili. “It makes them feel im- 
portant. They're constantly con- 
sulting toe books and that way 
they’re gradually getting used to 
toe message.” * - 

Germinal is one of a new gen- 
eration of educators worldwide 
who recognise that AIDS preven- 


ediication to toe schools of Cal- 
lao, Peru's largest port, to the 
“street educators” working with 
even younger and homeless chil- 
dren in cities across the world. 

Severe economic problems, 
typified by an inflation rate of 
over 2,000% and widespread 
underemployment, together with 
toe growing terrorist attacks of 
toe nihilist guerrillas of Sendero 
Luxninoso (S hining P ath }, are, 
driving more and more refugees 
to the shantytowns building up 
around Lima. 

With whole families uprooted 
and little prospect of regular in- 
come for parents or children, the 
number of emotionally disturbed 
and economically disadvantaged 
adolescents is certain to grow — 
Panes. 


The Louvre under glass opens its doors 


By Marilyn August 

The Associated Press 


To work with the people 


Campaigns for human rights 


Known for his fearless cam- 
paigning for human rights during 
the 1964-85 military dictatorship. 
Ams has long had to live with 
taunts that he is a subversive or a 
Communist. 

"To call us subversive is a 
badge of honour,” he said at an 
Easter news conference, "be- 
cause it enables the people to 
know that subversives — and 
Jesus was one — help the 
poorest, the weakest and want 
above all for everyone to be well, 
not just a few." 

Arns has not entered into the 


Arns, whose warm eyes twink- 
le benignly behind his spectacles, 
denied suggestions that the 
bishops appointed to the four 
new dioceses were conservative 
and added: “All have promised 
to work with the people.” 

Church liberals said that in 
Brazil as a whole toe Vatican had 
been working steadily to increase 
the influence of conservatives. 
They said not one progressive 
bishop had been appointed in the 
country in the past eight years. 

Some of Brazil’s progressive 
clergy have had their differences 
with Pope John Paul II. 

Last September Spanish-born 
bishop Pedro Casaldaiiga, a lead- 
ing champion of landless peasants 
in central Brazil, received a letter 
from Rome telling him to remain 
strictly faithful to the church's 
teachings. 

Hie most celebrated case was 
in 1985, when toe Pope conde- 
mned one of Arns's former 
pupils. Father Leonardo Boff, to 
a year's silence because of his 
radical views on liberation 
theology. 

Arns's concern for toe poor 
comes through again and again in 


PARIS — After yean of bitter 
controversy, a gleaming and re- 
novated Louvre museum, 
crowned by a tall glass pyramid at 
its entrance, is about to open to 
toe public. 

For months, toe French have 
been waiting for a look at toe 
high-tech, ultra-modem facilities 
designed to turn a once-exhaust- 
ing tour of toe Louvre's dark and 
dingy galleries into sheer joy. 

The six-year, $850-million 
overhaul will turn the Louvre into 
toe world's largest museum once 
toe last of its new galleries — 
occupied by toe finance ministry 
for toe past 100 years — opens in 
1993. 

The pyramid entrance was 
being inaugurated by President 
Francois Mitterrand, and was 
opened to the public on March 
30. 

Visitors who onee wandered in 
search of the museum’s main 
entrance won’t have any trouble 
finding the new one. It soars 
dramatically between the 
Louvre's two main wings and is 


set off by three smaller pyramids 
and fountains illuminated at 
night. 

A graceful spiral staircase takes 
visitors down to a spacious under- 
ground lobby where they will find 
ticket windows, bookshops, res- 
taurants, boutiques and a 400- 
seat auditorium. 

From below, the view is 
breathtaking — the ornate 
architecture of toe Louvre’s twin 
towers looms against toe ever- 
changing grays of the Paris sky- 
scape. 

Visitors' also will find video 
screens indicating in several lan- 
guages which gaieties are dosed 
as well as the best routes for 
finding key works like toe “Mona 
Lisa” and “winged victory.” 

With some 60,000 square 
metres of additional space, 
dozens of important works have 
been dusted off and put oq dis- 
play for the first time in decades. 

Affidonados of 16th and 17th 
century French painters will 
appreciate the newly restored gal- 
leries, 14 altogether when 
finished in 1993, on the third 
floor of the Cour Carre overlook- 
ing the pyramid. 


Works to be shown there in- 
clude ‘THistoire d’Alexandre,” a 
huge, four-panel wall mural by 
Charles Lebrun (1619-1690) not 
seen in public since 1963, and “Le 
re pas chez simon” by Pierre Sub- 
leyras (1699-1749), never display- 
ed before at the Louvre. 

The Louvre guards will be 
dressed in chic new navy-blue 
outfits designed by Yves Saint 
Laurent. 

The Louvre project, Mitter- 
rand’s brainchild, was plunged 
into controversy from toe start. 
Problems arose wben he hand- 
picked American architect I.M. 
Pei to design toe project, bypas- 
sing toe traditional architectural 
competition. 

Pei’s design — a 21-metres 
pyramid of special thick, slightly 
tinted glass soaring between the 
Louvre’s main wings — was cause 
for further outrage. Critics lam- 
basted the clash of new and old, 
and warned that the pyramid 
would turn the Louvre into a 
subway entrance or “Disneyland 
annex.” 

But Pei and Mitterrand held 
firm, and toe tide turned in their 
favour when a full-size cable 


model was erected in 1985. 

Turning a centuries-old palace 
into a space-age museum was no 
easy task. History had to be 
respected. 

Before toe pyramid went up, 
teams of archeologists worked 
day and night excavating centur- 
ies of ruins under the Napoleon 
courtyard. They unearthed 
thousands of artifacts that un- 
locked some of the mysteries of 
everyday life in Paris from the 
13 th to the 19th centuries. 

Animal bones, porcelain din- 
nerware, cooking utensils, vases, 
pitchers and a cache of 200 silver 
coins dating from the French re- 
volution turned up in what histo- 
rians believed to be common lat- 
rines. 

All these and much more are 
also on display as the Louvre tells 
the dramatic story of its own 
history. 

The Louvre was built in 1200 
by King Philippe Auguste as a 
walled fortress to protect Paris 
from English invaders. In the 
1600$, the Austere castle became 
more livable but did not become 
a royal residence until Louis Xm 
made it bigger to accommodate 


his ever-expanding court 
A century later, as Louis XTV 
deserted the Louvre for more 
sumptous quarters at Versailles, 
toe Louvre declined and was gra- 
dually taken over by artists' col- 
onies. The idea of a museum was 
envisaged by King Louis XVI 
before his death at the guillotine, 
but it did not become a reality 


until 1793. 

Archeologists laid bare the 
medieval, rounded turrets of Phi- 
lippe Auguste’s fortress and the 
base of toe castle keep. They also, 
unearthed a decorative stone wall 
built for Louis XIV. Visitors will 
be able to walk among the ruins, 
which are Humiliated with soft, 
golden light. 



Pei’s design — a 21-metre pyramid of special thick, sHgfatfy 
tinted glass soaring between the Louvre’s main wings — - was 
cause for farther outrage. 
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Salma Hamad Al Thani: 


Temperamental landscapes 


By Nelly Lama 

Special to the Jordan Tines 

AMMAN — Ad exhibition of 
paintings by Salma Hamad Al 
Thani was inaugurated by Her 
Royal Highness Princess Basina 
on the 2nd of April at die Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

Salma Hamad Al Thani does 
not daim to be a professkmal 
artist, die puts it simply: “To me 
painting is a hobby I acquired two 
years ago, but since then it ha£ 
become a passion and 1 work at it 
all the time. I have given up much 
of my social life to deal solely 
with art." She is particularly 
grateful to her Qatari husband, 
her children and her friends, for 
being supportive of her new 
found passion. 

Her cxnxnxutment to ait did not 
go unrewarded, for die has, in so 
little time, acquired a good sense 
of design and a spontaneity that 
gives her works a lighthearted 
sense of freshness. 

It is imperative to mention here 
that Salma travels constantly; she 
visits museums and acquires good 
art books. AH this polishes her 
sense of observation and sensitiv- 
ity which she lavishes on her 
canvases, leaving the observer in 
a state of surprise at how a self 
taught artist of two years can 
work on agile compositions that 
lack neither form nor balance. 

S alma paints straight from na- 
ture, for which she bears great 
sen timent She takes her palette 
knife and approaches the canvas 
with assurance transforming the 
empty space into tumultuous 
waves ami skies. The trunks of 
trees have a no less movemented 


form, textures form a raised im- 
pasto. This is found in her paint- 
ing "Stream” where features of 
foe landscapes are apparent by 
sway in an uproar of impasto in 
the manner of Rouault Green is 
highlighted with yellow, the 
brown ground with orange. Her 
intense colours enhance the 
mobility and vivacity off foe work. 

Other landscapes tend to be 
less tumultuous “Summer Win- 
dows” is « more atmospheric 
painting, its horizontality contri- 
butes to its «!■« 

“Blue Sword” is a mature com- 
position of a violet bridge over a 


bine sea (reminiscent of the mys- 
tery of symbolist colour 
schemes), with an interesting di- 
vision of space bent towards ab- 
straction, a horizon Kne far die 
depth gjvcs depth and perspec- 
tive. 

“Autumn” has a multitude of 
shades of green painted flat 
against a movemented sky. 
Green and purple plants sway 
right and left in the foreground 
picking up that movement. There 
is a big contrast between foe 
. yellow (of the sand) and die grey 
patch beside it, this she saves with 
a black outline, thus giving each 
colour more ascent 

No arrangements 

Salma’s choice of cx^onr is not 
studied. She makes no prior 
arrangement fora colour scheme, 
instead, she chooses her colours 
as she proceeds with the pafoi^& 
always adding or chan g in g 
according to what she feels die 
painting needs. 

“Neckgrass” is a landscape 
seen from a window done in the 


style of Matisse with a variety of 
patches of colour, pattern design 
and a little outfimng. 

“The Arch” is a large canvas 
with a movemented tree trunk 
that forms a superb diagonal 
thrust within an open space, a 
seemingly abstract design. It is 
balanced by the small brush- 
strokes that fill the lower edge of 
the canvas. 

“Boats and Clouds" is divided 
into a ratio of 1/3 — 2/3, an ideal 
division of space (Renaissance). 
The upper part is covered with a 
decorative pattern design of high- 
lighted brandies. A gray area is 
superimposed on the dividing sec- 
tion, while the lower part has 
Salma’s favoured movemented 
trunk going into a frenzy held in 
check by the pointilist rendering 
of the foreground. 

“Spring” curiously does not 
have modi green in it. The back- 
ground is pink. A tree in bloom is 
rendered in pamtiEstic style with 
dots of white in t ersp er s ed by 
squiggly lines that enhance the 
fresh rhythms th at give spring its 
prancing lightness. The only de- 
triment to this pawn Hug i$ the 
heavy green branches that she 
introduces on the sides. 

Salma is much affected by the 
Qatari landscape that she finds 
f as c inati ng, especially the antique 
areas that are being restored. 
Here idle stylises the forms taking 
only the «*Mntii>l areas, adding 
haphazardly onto die surface big. 
brushstrokes of a lighter colour. 

Her stOl Bfes offer well-studied 
forms which, in spite of being 
stylised, keep a good observance 
of volumes. Big frank patches of 
light highlight the objects and 



‘Stream,” by Salma Hamad Al-Tham 


sometimes are more of a point of 
emphasis than foe object itself. 

“Blue hand” is a detail of a leaf 
with veins. The way she shades 
•foe bine ground with brown at 
intervals shows her strong sense 
of observation. It is a dose-up 
that bends towards abstraction 
retaining Salma's love of pattern. 

Salma exhibits some abstract 
paintings that she calls “Reac- 


tions.” They are done hurriedly 
with a palette knife, their nervous 
composition exhibits strong 
thrusts of mixed colour with little 
depth. 

“Reactions 3” bears witness to a 
mature artist and not an amateur. 
It is a vertical canvas covered 
with texture, and a good interac- 
tion of intense colours perform- 
ing a meaningful interplay over 


the given space. 

An artist of great 
meat, with a good sense 
tern and design, Salma Hamad Al 
T hani holds great potential. Her la- 
ndscapes as well as her stiQ izfes 
cany a mark of their own, stylisa- 
tion is her strength. As for her 
abstract knifework, she could be 
advised to go slower and more 
rationally about it. 


Galicia — a forgotten world 


By Francisco Goode 
The Associated ness 


SUR RIBAS, Spain — Pauiino 
Fernandez was a reserved, distant 
man obsessed with his land in tins 
isolated mountain hamlet. Then, 
one day, the 64-year-old farmer 
stabbed six neighbours to death 
before burning himself to death 
in his farmhouse. 

News of the March 7 massacre 
reverberated nationwide, focus- 
ing brief but intense attention on 
Galjda, a long-ignored, underdo^- 
veloped region in 'Northwestern-' 
Spain where only 27 per cent of 
foe population lives in cities. 

“It appears clearly to have 
been an attack of madness," said 
historian Ramon VDlares Paz. 
“Yet it's a paradigmatic incident, 
a sort of death cry of a rural 
society of elderiy people with a 
tightly held conviction that their 
culture has no future. 

“Surribas is isolated, like a 
majority of villages in Galicia, 
populated mainly by old people, 
with problems of communication 
between them, without any fu- 
ture, without horizons,” be said. 

Fernandez’s violent attack on 
his unsuspecting neighbours was, 
Villares Paz said, “more than 
homicide, an incident that sug- 
gests a kind of attempt at coHec-, 
tive self-punishment — *we have 
□o exit, where can we go? We 
have no future.”’ 

Sometimes called Spam’s Ire- 
land because of its Celtic origins, 
Galicia is a four-province region 
of Verdant, hilly land, geographi- 
cally cut off from foe rest of the 


country by poor co mm unications 
and a rugged mountain range 
ringing its eastern flank and its 
southern border with Portugal. 

Since prehistoric times, Gafi- 
cia has. been characterised by a 
social and economic structure not 
usual in the rest of Spain — 
thousands of tiny, isolated but 
tightly knit hamlets where nearly 
all the resident peasants owned a 
small piece of not-so-fertile land. 

Subsistence fanning remains 
the norm in much of Gafida’s 
interior today. 

- “Panlinohadbeen extremely, 
worried about someone taking his 
land, but be faced no threat of 
any kind and had normal rela- 
tions with neighbours,” said Ser- 
gio Vazquez Yebra, Fernandez’s 
lawyer and mayor of the nearby 
town of Chantada. 

The village is “a world subject 
to drastic transformations,” col- 
umnist Carlos Luis Rodriguez 
wrote in la Vaz de Galicia, the 
region's leading daily. 

“the crime... is in part an 
expression of the daily dramas of 
rural Galicia that strut ns because 
they shatter our ideal of the 
Bucolic village, Rodriguez wrote. 

“The Galician village is a 
genuine pressure cooker where 
an kinds of conflicts simmer over 
a low fire and where the modern 
and the ancestral crash into each 
other as if upon a breakwater,” 
be said. 

Between 1950 and 1970, the 
region of 3 million people under- 
went a rapid but incomplete in- 
dustrialisation, mainly involving 
shipbuilding mid steel plants on 
the northern and western Atlan- 
tic coasts. 
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“It appears dearlay to have been an attack of 
madness.” Yet it’s a paradigmatic incident, a 
sort of death cry of a rural society of elderly 


people witb a tightly held conviction that their 
culture has no fatnre. 


Smokestack industries 

But more than 20,000 high- 
paying jobs were lost in these 
smokestack industries through 
drastic restructuring forced by 
Spam’s decade-long economic re- 
cession that did not end until 
1984. 

.Galicia contributes less than 6 
per cent- to Spam’s' gross national 
product, and agriculture stfll 
dominates the local economy . . 

Potatoes, corn, grapes and cab- 
bage are the principal crops, and 
the dairy industry provides 25 per 
cent of Spain’s milk. But foe 
small farms are not productive, 
employing three times as many 
people as the national norm to 
produce less. 

There are more farm workers 


— 460,000 — in Galicia than in 
Belgium, Denmark, Ireland or 
foe Netherlands, according to 
ministry of agriculture figures. 

Spam’s entry two years ago 
into the 12-nation European Eco- 
nomic Community (EEC) 
sparked some hope of an econo- 
mic regeneration for foe region. 
But Santiago de Compostela'Uni- 
versity economics Professor 
Alberto Mebride said nothing 
great has happened yet. 

“On the one hand, foe EEC 
quotas in its agricultural prog- 
ramme represent a certain 
guarantee for foe sale of farmers’ 
products,” he said. “But on foe 
other hand, many dairy fanners 
bad to cut back planned produc- 
tion increases due to EEC plans 
to reduce their already-bloated 


stocks.” 

Fernandez’s obsession witb his 
land rang true to local residents’ 
fabled ties to the earth and their 
legendary longing for it after they 
had immigrated to the western 
hemisphere. 

An estimated 1 milli on Gali- 
cians, haunted by the specter of a 
dark future, have left Spain this 


century, first for Latin America 
and since foe 1950s for France 
and West Germany. 

Among the best-known sons of 
Galicia or its immigrants to Latin 
America are Cuban leader Fidel 
Castro and Argentine President 
Raul Alfonsin.- 

Ofoer Spaniards see GaHdans 
as melancholy, broodingly pessi- 
mistic people, obsessed with 
death and witchcraft, with a cun- 
ning but contradictory nature. 
One popular saying goes: “If you 
see a Gallego on a stahease, yon 
can never tell if he’s going up or 
coming down.” 

The region las produced a 
number of national political lead- 
ers in foe last two centuries, but 
none made very much of an effort 
to promote development in his 
home region. Gen. Francisco 
Franco, who ruled Spain with an 
iron hand from 1939 until his 
death in 1975, was from the Gali- 
cian city of El Fenol. 

“While Galirians sometimes 
exaggerate their love for their 
homeland, in many cases when 
they move to other parts of the 
country, they identify themselves 
more with Spain than with Gali- 
cia and have a love-hate rela- 
tionship with their birthplace,” 
Vazquez Yebra said. 


Can tobacco be used to fight cancer? 


RNA and hereditary command 


By Lee 

Tbe Associated 

IRVINE, California — Tobacco 
plants may be enlisted in tbe war 
on cancer through genetic en- 
gineering that spurs them to pro- 
duce anti-cancer drugs, sunscreen 
and other useful chemicals, an 
executive said recently. 

“lx’s a way to use tobacco for 
products other than cigarettes for 
smoking,” said geneticist Robert 
L. Erwin, President of Biosource 
Genetics Gore,, a privately held 
company backed by venture car- 
talists. 

'"This technology might be a 
way to reduce the cost of produc- 
ing many medically important 
chemicals.” 

Erwin sakf tbe Vacaville, Cali- 
fornia, company has applied for 
patents on a method erf genetical- 
ly engineering tobacco plants so 
they can produce various desired 
products. 

Bioconrce genetics also wants 
to patent the process to help 
make Mefasni, a natural skin 
pigment that might be used as a 
more effective sunscreen to pre- 
vent skin canoer from ultraviolet 

s unlight. 
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produced two enzymes to test foe 
method, as well as an enzyme 
t|mf helps make Melanin, Erwin 
said during the American cancer 
society’s OTTWTgI seminar for sri- 
ence'writers. 

Within 12, the privately held 
company hopes to conduct field- 
work. Tobacco genetically en- 
gineered to produce the anti- 
cancer drug iniericnkin-2 and 
senna albumin, a major protein 
in Mood that is used as a supple- 
ment in transfusions. 


ducts of L--- 
co indude an insecticide, a subst- 
ance allows foe time-release 
of flavours m foods and fragr- 
ances in perfumes, enzymes to 
befy make paper and rednee 
cholesterol levels in foods, and 
other cancer drags such as inter- 


feron and vincristine. 

Biosource genetics used tobac- 
co. plants because they are well- 
understood, easily manipulated 
and serve as plant researchers’ 
equivalent of tbe laboratory 
mouse, Erwin sakL The company 
was considering foe same method 
to genetically alter pepper, pota- 
to, and tomato {Hants, he. added. 

The company’s effort to coil- 
vert tobacco plants into living 
factories for the cheap mass pro- 
duction of industrial chemicals, 
medicines and cosmetics drew cri- 
ticism from an environmental 
group. But it also garnered in- 
terest from a tobacco growers 
group and cautious praise from 
tire former (Erector of foe Nation- 
al Cancer Institute- 

Dr. Vincent T. Devita Jr., who 
left NCI last year to become 
phystdan-in-clrief at New York’s 
memorial sloan-ketteiing cancerp 
MIX is really kind of cate.” 

“It’s a very interesting idea,” 
Devita said. “It sounds too good 
to be true, but looks real enough 
to pursue.” 

Andrew KimbreH, attorney 
rad poficy director for the anti- 
biotechnology foundation on eco- 
nomic trends, said a snhstance 
sprayed on tobacco plants to pro- 
foundly change what they pro- 
force “could go to other plants 
with results unkno wn. We have 
real concerns about what other 
plants it might affect.” 


Erwin said his company’s 
method is safe because the gene- 
tic-engineering spray degrades 
quickly, creates only a temporary 
genetic change in foe tobacco 
plants, and tbe changes are not 
passed from plant to plant or 
from one generation of plants to 
the next. 

Reginald Lester, managing 
(Erector of foe tobacco growers’ 
information committee in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, said 
“growers would be interested in 
taking a look at this if it could be 
shown to be commercially vi- 
able.” 

Biosource genetics alters 
tobacco plants by spraying them 
with molecules of RNA — part of 
the fundamental hereditary in- 
formation of all living things — 
taken from foe tobacco mosaic 
virus and encased in a protein 
coating. 

This virus-like substance in- 
vades foe plant, carrying with it a 
gene, or hereditary command, 
that orders production of the 
desired chemical. 

Because the new genetic com- 
mand dies with tbe plant, a far- 
mer would plant tobacco, then 
decide later in foe season whether 
to sell it for cigarettes or spray it 
to produce a medicine or indust- 
rial chemical. Erwin said a diffe- 
rent spray could be used foe next 
season to make the tobacco pro- 
duce another substance. 


PROGRAMMER, ANALYST & DESIGNER 

A vacancy exists in Saudi Arabia for the above position. 
Applicants should have complete knowledge of the following: 

1. Must have 3-5 years experience on IBM PC. 

2. Must have knowledge of following languages; 

a) Cobol 

b) Dbase 111+ 

c) Multi-users, DOS operations, designing, programming 
as well as being familiar with the Network Environment 

3. Experience as an analyst in Finance, Marketing and Adminis- 
trative jobs a necessity. 

4. Knowledge of ORACLE, C mandatory, together with Assem- 
bly and Arabisation. 

The company offers a complete expatriate package to the 
qualified candidate. 

Interested parties please send C.V. to: 

M.I.S. Manager, 


P.O. Box 926871, 
Amman, Jordan 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


An International Jordanian firm is seeking to recruit 
dynamic, presentable young men with the following 
requirements: 

1- Education: University degree from a recognised in- 

stitution, Major in Marketing, Business 
Administration, or Economics. 

2- Languages: Very good command of the English 

language, and any other foreign lan- 
guage Is advantageous. 

3- Age: Between 24-28 years. 

4- Nationality: Jordanian. 

The job offered is challenging and might entail, in future, 
work outside Jordan. Those who are accepted will 
undergo an intensive formal and on the job training 
programme designed especially for that job. 

If interested, please send your Curriculum Vitae to the 
following address, not later than the 13th, of April 1989:. 

Director Personnel Affairs, 

P.O. Box 3148 
Amman - Jordan. 



She has the 
whole world 

in her hands 


By Mariam M. Shahin 


This week Focus on People telis Dm Ibrahim about bow site 
became an economic asset to her family and bow die enabled 
other women in Jordan to do the same. 

AS foe talks Um Ibrahim irons embroidered pieces of doth. Her 
iron board is a piece of wood on foe floor. At 60 she is an agile 
mother of eight Her three reran workshop is filled to the ceiling 
with shelves of embroidered burlap and endless boxes of DMC 
thread. An Arab- American artist who has come to buy embroi- 
dered cushions from her workshop is about to leave with four 
cushion coven under his arm, “isn’t she wonderful, such an active 
woman, and at her age! she js preserving our past, people in the 
States will love these.’’ UnT Ibrahim just smiles as he walks out 
wishing her a “nice day.” 

For Um Ibrahim life has not been full of too many nice days. A 
native of Beit Dajan — Jaffa, she and her family moved to Jordan 
in 1958, after a ten year stay in Nablus. Her husband, Abu 
Ibrahim, was an Arabic and mathematics teacher, first in Beit 
Dajan, then Nablus, and after coming to Amman he taught at tbe 
Islamic College and later on at government schools. “For twenty 
years I raised my eight children (four girls and four boys), while 
Abu Ibrahim was our sole wage earner. They were a ham twen( 
years. We moved a lot and there never seemed to be quite enoup 
to go around. The children’s education has always been apriority 
forme. I insisted on putting them into nursery schools and private 
schools, that was a lot for eight children on a teacher’s salary. But 
it paid off, every moment of it. Pm very proud of my children.” 

Um Ib rahim feejs vary strongly about the education of her 
daughters in particular. She points out that she was one of the few 
girls in her village who had foe privilege of learning how to read 
and write. This was at a time when literacy of women in the 
Middle East and world-wide was minimal when compared to 
today’s standards. She asserts that her four daughters, who 
received university degrees in physics, com p uter science and 
administration, were i nst rum ental in encouraging her to make the 
embroidery workshop her livelihood. “Today they give me both 
moral and financial support, they are my backbone in every 
sense.” _ _ 

It was not until foe early 1970’s that the traditional handicraft of 
embroidery was thought of as commercially viable. A group of 
women, associated with foe Aidi Handicraft Centre imed village 
women to repair old dresses and to copy foe traditional design of 
tiie Bethlehem dress. 

“Then came tire oppo rtuni ty we had been waiting for: The 
Royal Jordanian airline — Alia at the time -r- made a very Jars# 
order of embroidered coasters and hand towels. The order was ip 
tiie amount of 17,000 pieces. I made 2,500 coasters on my own, 
Mariam Abu Laban, Leila Jeries and Basema Khaled were also 
actively involved. For afl of us who had begun to thfok of 
traditional embroidery, as a channel to become entrepreneurs,' 
tins commercial qiffMt marked the be ginning of a breakthrough. 
The women who did most of die actual work were becoming 
aware that they could improve their economic, condition by. 
working in tins fiehL An embroidered drum receives an average of 
JD 8 to 10 for every cushion.” 

It takes her an average of two weeks to finish embroidering a 
cushion.” 

“Many women were afraid that their eyesight would be 
weakened as a result of such work. However, those who want to 
work will work. I’ve been embroidering for 40 years and my eyes 
are fine,” foie said as her big, brown, warm eyes shone through 
her thick spectacles. . 

Almost every day of the week between 7-7:30 a.m. women 
from camps all over Amman, label Taj, label Nuzha, and Jabel 
Al Akhdar come to her modest workshop in a side street in tbe 
Haouz area of Jabel Amman. They either bring pieces of 
embroidery that they have completed or Um Ibrahim gives them 
prepared work. “Cbents often tefl us what they want in terms of 
colour, schemes and the size of the cushions and so forth, but 
often foe girls come up with beautiful designs of their own. In 
other worth in terms of design and colour schemes we always have 
new Mood in our work.” 

There are anywhere from 150 to 200 women who deal with Um 
Ibrahim on a regular basis. Whether married or single they are 
wage earners and make significant contributions to the welfare of 
their families. ’Hie older generation of women are more willing 
than tire young to work on pieces of embroidery. They havemore 
patience and greater knowledge of traditional designs. However, 
many young women are not finding employment these days or 
feel they can not m ake due on the meager salaries they earn. 

Um Ibralnm has no time to “socialise,” her work and her 16 
granddnldren leave no time for that. She never sleeps before 
m id n ight and is up at six every morning. She suffe rs from 
rheumatism, but says she has no time to go . to the doctor.' When 
will foe stop working then?' “When jny body stops foUbwing 
orders.” 


FRENCH 
CULTURAL 
CENTRE 

. Registration is now open at the French* 

Cultural Centre for' the following .courses: - 

— French language courses for adults fair 
levels) . 

— Preparation courses for the exams at Sor? 
bonne University .(Paris) 

— Arabic language courses for foreigners 

— Music courses (Piano - pute - Guitare 
Saxophone) 

— Arts courses' for women (Art of Rower 
Making, Silk Painting,* Ceramics, Painting 
on glass). ■ 

The registration will last on Thursday Apr. 6. 

1 989 and the course will start on Saturday Apr. 

8, until Apr.. 22, 1989, 

■ For more information, please contact 

the- library of the centre, telephone 

636445, Amman. : 
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audis appear ready to give 
acking to Iraq and Egypt 


IIH laid to rest 


NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia appears to have 
token a strategic decision to assist the debt-laden 
economies of Iraq and Egypt, bankers in die Gulf 
said Wednesday. 

But one senior banker experiencing an industrial re- - 
cautioned against expecting fast naissance “on the right track.’ 
results. Diplomats and bankers saw his ' 

“Do not expect anything right remarks as approval for banks 
now, immediately. These things and investors to help Egypt after 
take years and Egypt's economy .an Arab boycott over its 1979 
is in bad shape," he said. peace treaty with Israel, and to. 

The bankers said King Fahd fond reconstruction projects in 
appeared to have given the green Iraq after last Adgust’s ceasefire 
light to banks and businessmen in in its war with Iran. 

Saudi Arabia in remarks he made ‘To help Iraq and now Egypt is 
to the weekly cabinet meeting in a strategic investment and part of. 
Riyadh Monday night. Saudi Arabia's long-term policy,” 

The king said after visiting Iraq one Gulf-based banker com- 
and Egypt last week both conn- merited. 

tries were witnessing major posi- A banker suggested Riyadh 
tive rhflnges. He said Egypt was might arrange soft loans for Cairo 


and encourage the import of- 
Egyptian goods. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mnbarak is currently in. 
Washington for talks with U.S. 
officials and the International 
Monetary Fund partly focused on 
Egypt’s need for early assistance. 

Diplomats in the region said 
Mubarak had pressed Saudi Ara- 
bia and other 00-rich Gulf states 
to try to meet some of Egypt’s. 
imm ediate cash nedds, which 
would enable it to repay overdue 
debts and regain international 
creditworthiness. 

Egypt is currently burdened 
with a $43 billion foreign debt 

The Saudi government-control- 
led A1 Yamamah magazine said 
Saiufi-Egyptian talks had focused 
on forging economic ties that 


would go much further 't han 
“offering .loans and taunts to a 
highe r level of effective partici- 
pation in budding the economic 
s&ubture of Egypt and promoting 
Saudi Arabian investments.” 

Arab diplomats said Iraq pre- 
sented King Fahd daring his 
Baghdad visit with a list of urgent 
projects. 

The kingdom was one of Iraq’s 

■ main political and finmyi al back- 
ers during the eight-year Gulf 


Bankers estimate Iraq owes its 
Arab supporters, primarily Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait, some $40 
hilHon. It also has a $23 billion 
commercial debt in addition to a 
.$9 billion military debt it owes the 
Soviet Union. 


New Islamic bank in Jordan 
to start operations in summer 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) announced 
Wednesday that the new National 
Islamic Bank (NIB) win have a 
JD 7 milKrm M pt, ! and that it 
will commence operations in the 
coming two .to three months 
The announcement noted that 
the NIB wQl serve as a succes- 
sor to the Islamic Investment 
House (IIH) and referred to two 


earlier decisions in December 
1988 and March 1989 concerning 
the transformation. 

It said that the NIB win oper- 
ate in accordance with Islamic 
law and will be governed by a 
seven-member board of directors 
two of whom will represent the 
CBJ. 

According to the amnxmce- 


ment, the main shareholders of 
the new entire win be: The Jor- 
dan Banir Limited, the Jordan 
Engineers Association, the 
Orphans’ Fund the Queen 
Alia Social Welfare. 

It said that nearly JD 1 m flfirm 
will be owned by the (rid share- 
holders of the HH, in accordance 
with conditions set by the Natfon- 


al EcowmricSecority Committee. 

The announcement said that 
upon recommendation from the 
co m mittee, the CBJ has provided 
a loan to the new bank to handle 
the earlier losses inemred by the 
HH and that the CBJ will coo- 
tiime to provide assistance to the 

NIB to help it collect dues and 
loans offered by the DH to the 
public. 


Due to new JD exchange rates 
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Jordanian agricultural exports increase 


Central banks and dealers world Bank, 
battle over dollar’s level IMF push 


NEW YORK (R) — Central 
banks and currency traders are 
haggling over the appropriate 
level for the dollar as they wait 
for a slowdown in the U.S. eco- 
nomy and a drop in American 
interest rates to slow its rise. - 

The dollar’s rally has been tem- 
porarily halted amid signs of a 
cooling U.S. economy, the Bank 
of Japan's intervention and a 
warning from the Group of Seven 
(G-7) industrial democracies that 
further strength in the currency 
will be opposed, dealers 'said. 

“The fight will continue’* be- 
tween centra] h anks and market 
participants, said Liliana Neal on, 
senior dealer at Union Bank of 
Switzerland. “The dollar will con- 
tinue to rise and they >(the G-7) 
will have to adjust the range, it's 
a matter of time." 

The dollar has been Tn heavy 
global demand difle to firm U.S. 
interest rates — which enhance 
the value of dollar-denominated 
assets — and a persistent flow of 
direct foreign investment into the 
United States. 

“Central banks have to sell 
dollars if they don’t want it to rise 
further,” said a dealer at a New 


York money centre bank. “Over 
a period, supply and demand sets 
the dollar’s level. That is the 
market fundamental.” 

Central h anks dumped ‘over 
$10 billion on the market last 
summer to brake the dollar’s ral- - 
ly, dealers said. Last autumn the 
h anks bought some $10 billion to 
stop the dollar's steep fall, which 
came amid doubts that president- 
elect Bush could cut the massive 
federal budget deficit. 

The Federal Reserve launched 
an unusual attack on the dollar 
last Thursday, buying yen for the 
first time in more than three 
years. The Bank of Japan 
mimi cked the action Monday, 
also a first since November 1985, 
dealers said. 

The intervention worked: The 
Bank of Japan underscored the 
G-7 warning and the dollar fell' 
more than two pfennigs and one 
yen. It dropped Monday to 
1.8750 marks freon 1.8975, and to 
131.75 yen from 132.75. 

But dealers wonder how long 
file dollar can be kept down, as. 
the central h anks ' dollar sales — 
though packing a strong psycho- 
logical punch — have been light 


so far. 

The dollar will face tougher 
uphill resistance if the G-7 can 
agree on raising interest rates in 
west Germany and Japan, said 
Robert White, foreign exchange 
manager at Hist Interstate Bank 
of Los Angeles. 

And many dealers believe cen- 
tral banks will win any contest of 
wills against the dollar. 

“The market will test a higher 
dollar. However, central banks 
win win overall, as the track 
- record shows,” said Peter 
Gloyne, senior dealer at First 
National Bank of Chicago. 

While central banks mmrf con- 
tinue intervening to curb the 
steady commercial demand for 
the dollar, dealers said, the U.S. 
economy's future moves could 
end such a stalemate. If the 
domestic economy slows without 
causing a recession, domestic in- 
terest rates — and thus the dollar 
— could fall. 

“If tiie (U.S.) economy slows 
down, the dollar will come near a 
turning point,” said- Shigern 
Tokunaga, foreign exchange 
manager at Fuji Bank’s New 
York branch. 


IMF push 
Brady plan 

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
President George Bash's plan to 
reduce the Third World's debt 
won key — d a n— l a Tuesday 
from the two «»**"■«»» agen- 
cies expected to »nq»l«ncnt the 
str a tegy. Officials from the 151- 
nation International Monetary 
Fuad (IMF) and the World Bank 
both pledged quick action to speed 
iMi! wiifto Mil ■ «ii1 Ib> n stiftni *** 
the developing warid. Michel, 
Camdessus, the IMF's managing 
director, and Barber ConaMe, 
president of the World Bank, sand 
they recognised the need for 

urgency in dealing with the debt 

crisis. Conable said that any delay 
“could be devastating” because of 
die expectations created by die 
Bush adminsitratioa’s pr oposals 
far reducing the Thfcri World's 
$U trflUan debt. In a speech to , 
the foul session of the spring 
meetings of the IMF awl the 
World Bank, ConaMe said the 
global bank bad created a joint 
task force to wotfc with the IMF to 
speed implementation of the new 
debt-relief programme. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s 
agricultural exports to Arab Golf 
.states have increased and the 
Kingdom hay re gaine d its tradi- 
tional markets in other countries' 
largely due to the new exchange 
rate of the Jordanian dinar which 
encourages other nations to im- 
port from Jordan, Supply Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh announced 
in a lecture at A1 Ahli Club in 

Amman 

The minister said the Jo rdanian - 
agricultural sector is foe most 
important economic sector in the 
Kingdom as it earned JD 140 
million in hard currency last year, 
op from JD 25 milli on in 1973. 

However, he said, the agri- 
cultural sector faces a number of 
difficulties largely due to the lack 
of proper i nforma t ion systems to 


ers in agriculture and the fact that 
several authorities still control 
the agricultural sector in the 


of the markets here and abroad, 
die diminishing number of work- 


Tne question of food security/ 
for Jordan, the minister noted, 
hinges on three factor*: Produc- 
tion which is related to exports; 
imports of required foodstuffs 
winch cannot be produced local- 
ly; and consumption. 

He said the government has 
been very keen to promote pro- 
duction by backing farmers en- 
deavours, providing ' irrigation 
services and water, granting loans 
through the various concerned 
organisations and credit institu- 
tions and supporting the fimo- 
'tions of agriautnral cooperatives. 

Above aO, he added,- the gov- 
ernment has created proper facili- 
ties to help farmers market their, 
products here and abroad. 

The public sector continues to 


Foreign investments in Sri 
Lanka increase 


COLOMBO (AP) — Foreign in- 
vestors axe steadily pumping mil- 
lions of dollars into Sri Lanka, 
despite tiie continuing Tamil in- 
surgency and an escalating vio- 
lent backlash by Sinhalese mili- 
tants, officials say.. 

Foreign investors are lured, de- 
spite tin violence, by tire Indian 
Ocean island nation’s trade liber- 
alisation and its proximi ty to mar 
Jew land and sea routes. 


Bed last year, saW Shalani Dant*. 
nmayana, a spokeswoman for the 

Greater Colombo Economic 
Commission. 

The commission, one of the 
two institutions handling foreign 
investment in Sri Lanka, 
attracted a record 26 projects m 
1988, Dantanarayana said.. . , 




Israel turns to capitalism to ease $26b debt burden 


TEL AVTV (R) — Some states ■ 
may shrink at the thought of 
being bought out by foreigners, 
but brael is waiting with open 
arms for cash and knowhow from 
foreign investors. 

The Jewish state plans to sell 
off about 20 state-owned com- 
panies, including Israel Aircraft 
Industries and El Ai Airlines, in a 
move signalling a new pragmat- 
ism in economic policy, govern- 
ment officials and analysts say. 

“What Israel needs is less gov- 
ernment interference and I be- 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, £weifieh. 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa- 
tion please call Wael j 
Real Estate at 685342 


lieve the only chance is to inte- 
grate with international markets 
and pull in multinational com- 
panies," said Adi Amorai, who 
until recently was deputy finance 
minister in charge of privatisa- 
tion. 

Ironically, the privatisation 
drive is spearheaded by Finance 
Minister Shimon Peres, leader of 
the Labour party which built 
Israel on austere socialist princi- 
ples in 1948. 

Nowadays be tells visitors: ‘To 
distribute money as a socialist, 
one must raise it as a capitalist.”' 

If successful, the scheme will 


help Israel to pay off foreign 
debts of more than $25.5 bifikm, 
lowed mainly to the United 
States, and give its economy a 
new face. 

Four of the countty’s 10 largest 
companies are state-owned firms 
due for privatisation. 

Revenue from 159 state-owned 
companies in 1987, the last year 
for which results are available, 
was $7.6 billion or 23 per cent of 
the gross domestic product They 
accounted for 16 per cent of 
exports and employed five per 
cent of the workforce. 

The firms most suitable for sale 


FURNISHED PENTHOUSE 
FOR RENT OR SALE 

Tftird floor. 280 sq.m. of luxury living close to 5th Circle. Safe and 
quiet neighbourhood. With or without American furniture, lovely 
view of city from 4x5 terrace. Four bedrooms, possible five, three 
American styled bathrooms with- marble, 7x12 faring room. 
Family room. Laundry room with G.E. appliances. Servant room. 
Central and solar heat. Telephone, 27" T.V., Video. Large 
American kitchen open to family room. 

Very practical plan, wall -papered throughout American owner 
living in U.S. must rent 

Please call owner at 677739 after 10 a.m. until 10 pan. 


are well-known and profitable, 
attracting serious consideration 
from major American and Euro- 
pean investment banks which are 
competing to find buyers and 
underwrite potential share offers. 

The first phase of privatisation 
is likely to consist of dBrect sales 
to foreign investors rather than 
public offers because of the li- 
mited capacity of the Tel Aviv 
Stock Exchange. 

The government is t raining its 
sights on a specific type of foreign 
involvement 

“We are not just looking for 
banks to put money in the com- 
panies. We want investors in re- 
lated fields who wifi bring special 
knowhow to develop our rams,” 
said Zeev Rafua, head of the- 
finance ministry team coordinat- 
ing the sales. 

Israel's privatisation program- 
me, drawn up by the UTS.-based 
First .Boston Corp. Investment 
Bank, was presented in April 
1988. 

It . calk for the sale as soon as 
possible of three firms — Israel 
Chemicals Ltd.., Oil Refineries 
Ltd., and Elta Electronics Indus- 
tries, a subsidiary of Israel Air- 
craft Industries (IAI). 

Business sources said IAI. 
would report a $15 mini on loss 


for 1988 after losing $96.8 miUion 
in 1987. 

Shares in IAI, Israel’s hugest 
defence contractor, would be flo- 
ated on tiie Tel - Aviv and foreign 
stock exchanges in a few years, 
tiie sources said. 

Foreign investment in Israel’s 
defence industries is not unpre- 
cedented, but due to its sensitive 
ity First Boston proposed the 
government retain a majority* 
stake in Elta and proprietary 
rights over marketing informa- 
tion about its products. 

A team from Trust Boston 
arrived in Israel recently to set a 
timetable for the sale of half of 
Israel Chemicals, the largest 
state-owned group worth around 
$800 million. 

El AI, another candidate for 
privatisation, will report a profit 
for the third consecutive year in 
1988. 

Bnt the airline must first start 
to pay off debts of $300 million, 
reach a labour accord and end a 
five-year-okl temporary receiv- 
ership before a share sell-off can 
go ahead, banking sources said. 

Israel's first major deal — the 
$95 million sale last August of its 
75 per cent stake in Paz 03 Co. 
Ltd.. to Australian business man 
Jack Liberman — ; took years to 


complete and proved how oom- f 
plicated privatisation could be. 

The uprising factor 

More daunting than the slow 
progress, dne in part to the 15- 
. month Palestinian uprising, or 
the threat of tiie Arab Boycott of 
Israel, are bureaucratic hassels 
and delays by ministers who have 
handed out jobs in state firms as 
political patronage. 

Although local investment will 
be relatively small, the treasury 

Bezek, the national telecom- 
munications company, and the 
Israel Electric Corp. on the Tel 
Aviv Stock Exchange in deals 
worth more than $100 milli on, far 
bigger than any share offer it has 
handled. 

The stock exchange’s deputy 
managing director, Natan Sfafld, 
believes bine-drip companies on 
the exchange will attract institu- 
tional investors who have ignored 
the local market. 

The gpvemment will also have 
to amend laws to facilitate public 
offers on foreign exchanges, low- 
er taxes for local shareholders, 
restructure companies and in 
some cases reduce its own return 
to attract outside investors. 


WANTED 

Commercial Officer required for a contract appointment 
Duties will include trade/export promotion. Thorough 
knowledge of local business scene and ability to deal with 
high level business and official contacts essential. 

Candidates must be ambitious, bilingual written and - 
spoken Arabic/English. MBA or similar. Preferred age 
25-35. 

Full CV to Personnel Officer, P.O. Box 6062, 
Amman. 


ATTENTION PLEASE 

THE BEDOUIN'S BAZAAR 


- ANNOUNCES » 

I BIG SAL e BIG SALE BIG SALE 

To those who have a good taste 
in hand made carpets. 

Because we are closing our shop., we offer e good bargain 
50Q good ooponurUy -or you. 

V Buy. two carpets and get ore rug dee 
'.2- Buy Tc r ' JD fOO and pay JD 70 
3- Bring this coupon and get your present tree, even if 
you don't Duy anything 
U- .'3rpr l,t -'prOq Pi-rpnfpp * 


FOR RENT 

Luxury furnished apt Area 350m 2 consisting of three 
bedrooms, two salons, 3 balconies, separate tele- 
phone. and central healing. 

Location: in front of the American School gate. 
Between Seventh and Eighth Circles. 

Contact Tel. 842428, 813249 — Amman. 


MERCEDES 200T FOR SALE 

’83 model, air condition, sun roof, excellent condi- 
tion, duty paid. Best offer. 

Please call 669401. 


COMPUTER FOR SALE 

Expatriate leaving Jordan is selling an ACER 910 PC/AT 
with EGA-monitor, 1MB RAM, 20MB harddesk and HD 
floppy. Printer Fujitsu DX 2100 and a tot of software. 

The computer was used privately less than one year 
and is for sale with 30% discount Price JD 1,600. 

Please call 672265. 


cy^qaba &nn. 

Furnished Tourist Flats 

Two bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen. Idyllic sea. 
views. Rent Weekly, monthly and annually. 

Call Aqaba Tel: 03/316896, P.O. Box (884) 


Located: Between 7th and 8th Circles 
Next to the American School 
Royal Automobile Club St. 

Telephone 824485 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

1. Superdeluxe Furnished Roof. 

2. Two bedroom apartment 

3. Three-bedroom apartment. 

All deluxe furnished, telephone. 

For Information pis. call teL 819052 


jTinTTTTT 


TTTTrrrrT^?TTTTT 


3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 sitting rooms, living room 
with central heating and telephone. 

Two minutes walk from Shmeisani shopping centre. 

Fdr more information please cell 823441. 
823442 Amman 


import certain commodities tike 
apples and gaxfic to meet ,'tfae 
needs of local consumers and the 
Ministry of Supply has been en- 
trusted also to import frozen 
meat, fish and poultry in addition 
to fresh meat, cheese, wheat, 
sugar and rice. 

The ministry also maintains 
quantities of cereals sufficient for 
die Kingdom’s needs for at least 
six mouths, the minister noted. 

He said the minim i y imports 
neatly 450,000 tonnes of wheat 
and buys locally-produced cereals 
at subsidised prices to encourage 
local tenners to increase output 
and help achieve food security for 
the Km gdftin- 

In the past year, Tarawneh 


noted, the go vernme nt imported 
$65 million worth of fresh meat 
and is now in the proces s of 
importing frozen meat from New 
Zealand and additional quantities 
of frozen poultry from Franco 
and other countries to meet local 
needs. 

The minister also said that over 
the past three months, the gov- 
ernment imported 5,000 tonnes 
of feed compared to 1^00 
tonnes last year so as to provide 
local stockbreeders with their re- 
quirements. 

The minister said that the 
Ministry of Supply interferes 
whenever is necessary to provide 
foodstuffs for local consumption 

and tn mainta in tfahility in prices. 



Steak House 
APOLOGISE FOR 

Not receiving customers from 
Ramadan 1 till Ramadan 1 5. 

We welcome our customers Saturday evening 
Ramadan 16. 

This is due to making some indoor changes. 

HAVE A HAPPY YEAR 
Amman, Mecca St TeL 826666 / 
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AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, April 5, 1969 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. doflar 
Potmd Stcrii 
Dccotschem 
Swia tone 


Ear s* 

S3&0 542.0 
912.7 923,7 
286.9 289.9 
327.3 33L6 


French franc 89-1 85.8 

Japanese ven (for 100) 4083 413 3 
Dntdi guilder 254.4 256J1 

Swedish crown 84.3 85.1 

IrtaUan tin (far 10m 39.1 39-5 

Bdrin tone (for U) 137.1 1383 





LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion m a rk et s Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6985/95 

1.1895/05 

1.8740/47 

2.1125/35 

1.6417/27 

39 JJJ24 

6.3220/70 

1374/1375 

131.60/70 

63740/90 

6.8040/90 

7.2825/75 

384^0/385.00 


UJ5. dollar 
Canarfjfln dollar 
Dentsdhemaiks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lore 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. doQais 



SYDNEY— Shares continued a recovery from afternoon lows as 


to 1,425:00. — — 

TOKYO - Share prices finished slightly easier overall in active 
fradebut the narrowly based Nikkei index firmed 4834 points to 
ds sixth straight record dose of 33,360.79. Last-minute bovine 
was mostly index-finked. 

HONG KONG — Market dosed for holiday. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed lower across the board due to 
lack of buying support and widespread profittaking. Trading was 
moderately active. The Straits Times industrial index feO i _99 to 


BOMBAY — Share prices recovered after a shaky start to dose 
mixed in heavy trading. In textiles. Century rallied fio rupees to 
1,840. Baroda Rayon rose 3.75 to 36L25. 

FRANKFURT — Shuts dosed higher as optimism about the 
latest string of positive corporate results outweighed 
concern that domestic interest rates could rise. The DAX 
dosed at 1,348.80 points, up 9.0L 

ZURICH — Shares closed generally steady to &fightly higher in 
moderately active teatting. The All-Share index riseST to 
1,009.2. 

PARIS — - Prices ended firm, with investors more confident afrer 
the Washington G-7 meeting and volumes higher than in recent 


LONDON — Prices were weaker in dun afternoon business, with 
traders reluctant to open large new speculative positions on the 
last day of the UJL financial year. At 1508 GMT the FTSE index 
was down 43 at 2,0783. 

NEW YORK — Bine chips kept a firm hi«* iq lAi^-iUonuiig 
trading but activity was concentrated in technology and takeover 
stocks. A soft dollar and lower bond prices discouraged trading. 
The Dow was up four at 2302. 










rt 


Celtic beats Liverpool 5-3 in Dubai 

DUBAI (AP) — Glasgow Celtic of Scotland defeated England’s 
Ajv «POol 5-3 on penalties to win the Dubai Champion’s Cup after 
spores were l-l at the final whistle. Celtic led 1-0 at hatf-time 
“rough a 12th minute goal by skipper Mark McGee. Liverpool, 
paced by international forward John Barnes and skipper Ronnie 
Whelan, fought their way bade into the game with some crisp 
passing. John Alridge scored the equaliser in the 73rd with a 
scorching shot that sent Celtic goalie Pat Bonner diving in vain. 


Dubai Cup match is contested by the English and Scottish league 
diampions. It was last played in 1987, when Glasgow Rangers 
beat Everton on penalties. 

Another Canadian admits steroid use 

TORONTO (R) — Retired Canadian sprinter Gieryl Thibedeau 
Tuesday said she had been injected with anabolic steroids by Ben 
Johnson’s coach, Charlie Francis, and doctor, George (Mario) 
Astaphan. Thibedeau told the Canadian inquiry into drug use in 
amateur sport that she had been injected with the performance- 
enhanqng drugs more than 50 times a year before the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics. Thibedeau said she was inoculated with a thick, milky 
white substance called estragol, also know as forazabol, by 
Astaphan, the team doctor. 

Graf and Navratilova advance 

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C. (R) — Top-seeded Steffi Graf 
coasted through her second-round match while second-seeded 
Martina Navratilova struggled Tuesday in a $300,000 women's 
tennis tournament. Graf, seeking her third title here, had trouble 
adjusting her powerful groundstrokes to the slow clay court but 
the West German still defeated South African Ros Fairbank 6-4, 
5-3. Navratilova, the defending champion and three-time winner, 
bad her hands full with Laura Gildemeister of Peru in the first two 
sets before triumphing 6-4, 4-6, 6-0. Third-seeded Zina Garrison 
of the United States withdrew because of a groin pull which she 
suffered last week. She was replaced by Andrea Hotikova of 
Czechoslovakia, the highest ranked loser from the qualifying 
rounds. Fourth-seeded Natalia Zvereva of the Soviet. Union ana 
seventh-seeded Arantxa Sanchez of Spain were easy second 
round winners, while Jana Pospisilova of Czechoslovakia upset 
12th -seeded Rafiaella Reggi of Italy 7-5, 64. 

EEC seeks to make a name at Olympic 
games 

BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — If the EEC commission has its 
way, athletes from the 12 community nations may display the 
EEC colours — 12 gold stars in a field of royal blue — alongside 
their national ones at the 1992 winter and s umm er Olympic 
games. The idea of giving the European Economic Community 
some profile at the Olympics was discussed Tuesday by EEC 
commission President Jacques Defers and organisers of the winter 
games at Albertville, France, and the summer games at Barcelo- 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
eiM» Trtbun* Madia SarvfeM. Me. 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q.l— As Sooth, vulnerable, you QA Botin 

hold: hold: 

♦8762 9953 0472 *753 4AK41094 

The bidding has proceeded: Partner ope 

East South West North hearu-Whai 

19 Pass 2 9 DM 

J Q.5 — As S 

What action do you take? hold- 


Q4— Both vulnerable, as Sooth you 
bold: 

♦AKJ1094 98 0J2 *AKJ9 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
bcart..What do you respond? 


QJ — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A*3 9765 OQ1984 *852 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 Pass 10 Pass 

19 Pan ? 

What action do you take? 

Q J — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*41063 9Q5 OKQ83 *K76 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West Ninth East 

Pun Pan 1 * Pan 

1 0 Pan 19 Pan 

? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*73 9AKQ62 OK94 *854 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
19 Pan 1 * Pan 

? 

What action do you take? 

Q.6 — As Sooth, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*73 9AKQ632 OKi *854 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

1 9 Pan 1 * Pan 

2 9 Pan 3 9 Pan 

? 

What action do you take? 

Look for answers on Monday. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 





“Dieting makes me crazy! Someone 
called my boss the ‘big cheese’ 
and I almost ate him!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 




NEEDS TO KNOW 
YOUR ZODIACAL 
«i©N BEFORE ©HE 
TELLS YOU THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the swprisa answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 'yQy 1 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FLUID HEDGE TURKEY ROUTE 
Answer: What position does a monster play on the 
hockey team7—“GHOUL-IE" ' 


Romanians ward off 
Turkish fans at border 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania 
has ordered 3.000 extra police 
and soldiers to watch over angry 
Turkish fans who arrived for 
Wednesday’s European Cup 
semi-final tie to leant they had no 
tickets. 

Organisers said only 120 of the 
1,200 Turkish fans who readied 
the Romanian capital — hun- 
dreds were tinned back at the 
border — would be given tickets 
for die match between Steaua 
Bucharest and Galatasaray of 
Turkey. 

Galatasaray officials said in 
Istanbul that Romania had allo- 
cated 1,500 tickets to fans from 
Turkey when 10,000 wanted to 
support the first Turkish club to 
reach the semi-finals of the Euro- 
pean Cup. 

The Romanian Food? all Fed- 
eration said it had received over 
190,000 requests for tickets after 
it had already announced that all 
seats for the 30,000 capacity sta- 
dium had been sold out. 


Tickets were changing hands 
on the black market Tuesday for 
10,000 lei ($1,100), about four 
times tibe average monthly salary 
in Romania. 

Galatasaray striker Tanju Col- 
ak, 26, winner of last year’s GoF- 
den Boot Award who has scored 
19 goals in the Turkish cham- 
pionship this season so for and six 
in this season’s European Cup, 
gave bis team a 40-60 chance to 
reach the final. 

“It will be very tough and an 
exceptional achievement if we do 
not lose heavily on Wednesday,” 
be said. “But we might still have 
a chance to turn things around at 
home. 

“We are 50 per cent stronger 
when we {day in front of our own 
fans. But we are already satisfied 
with reaching the semifinals and 
we can play relaxed.” In Istanbul 
Turkish newspapers estimated 
500 vehicles were turned back at 
the Romanian border. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, 


_BB HOROSCOPE. 

— As Chatted By The Carroll Rlghter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Tiri-i is the type of day that can 
slide by unnoticed. Focus on per- 
sonal activities that could indude 
ernmda, personal shopping, contact 
with distant frie nds and relatives, 
mil free Hun* with siblings. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 10 Stay 
■way from activities that are com- 
petitive. Hoe is an easycome, eaqy 
go stole of day that may be beat 
suited for couch potatoes. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Keep within the limits of your 
budget and give respectful, careful 
attention to fi"«"«*»»l matters. Ir- 
ritating situations test your 

roitionra 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Misguided advice comes from 
someone who does not understand 
your position. Playful associates 
ask you to join in some fan. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JoL 21) There is no way to control 

ehifting I rt. rnittwi 

run their own course, and keep your 
composure. 

LEO (JoL 22 to Aug. 21) A sim- 
ple problem can be exaggerated un- 
til the emotional buuib goes off. 
Defuse the situation with a liberal 
dose of f-*" humor and sunshine. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Your 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, . 


tinw (a hti 

overload of work and detail. Well 
meaning suggestions can further 
complicate tne time problem. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct. 22) The 
workplace can turn into a hilarious 
c om eqy-of-et r or a today. Evwything 
will get done in spite of the bizarre 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Nit-picking may be the sport of the 
day. You give a little ana receive a 
little, yet things do not gel and 
come together as planned. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) YOU find y rwn iu tlf m a ww flirt of 
interest. Appointments and organ- 
ized routines suffer from poor 
scheduling. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
A nosy gossiper m«y try to pry into 
your personal affairs. Secrets will 
be best kept If you do not discuss 
them with anyone. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
If you deal directly with the public, 
expect a few snags and hostile 
words. Don't expect anything to be 
just as you planned it 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
There is a possibility that you may 
say one thing when you mean some- 
thing else. Evening hours are a 
sweet change. 


EE HOROSCOPE. 

— As Charted By The Carroll (tighter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Focus on travel pinna and con- 
tacting distant relatives. Avoid 
disputes over religion and politics 
when discussions of the se topics 
occur today. Keep attitudes 
reasonable. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) With 
your enthusiasm high and your 
spirit carefree, you can get in a 


meat mood. Have .fan but do not 
forget your limits. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Your openmindedneas today can 
spur you an to mingfa with others. 
People are attracted to your modest 
and humble insye. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 2D 
Misunderstandings are tough to 
handle when you care about 
someone who wants to control yuo. 
Connect with fashionable fan. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JnL 21) Work can come easily to- 
day. Avoid worry over security. A 
change of plans can have you 
laugfang ana having fun, 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 2D Im- 
mature acts and hurt fadings can 
doee down fan and good times, only 
if you let it. Expect less and proceed 
iwa steo at a time 
YUuSo (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Family and other demand s can 


drive you up the wall Do what is 
owMntial and then gp where you can 
relax. Be happy. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) 
Someone <Mifi»h »wri self-centered 
has you ready to throw in the toweL 
Attend to important money 
matters. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 2D 
You are success-oriented and take 
your career seriously. Your love for 
another is like magic, even though 
philosophies differ. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Learn from others whose talents 
you appreciate. You are in solid con- 
trol bat are not as informed as wall 
aa you think. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jaa. 20) 
You are in control today. Take ad- 
vantage of superior work relations. 
Your talents grow each day you 
apply thorn. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Focus on uoorin fami- 

ly fan. Not a good combination, 
unless you arrange activities dever- 
]y. Siblings will settle for less. 

PISCESIFeb, 20 to Mar. 20) Go 
where your interests and hopes are. 
Stop playing follow-the-leader and 
do yoor own thing. Freedom and in- 
dependence are yours to pursue. 


THE Daily Crossword by Roger Cobum 


ACROSS 
1 Nothing to 
brag about 
6 Uppity 
S Aware of 

13 Actor Richard 

14 V.P. Barkley 

16 Norse Fate 

17 Clapton 

18 Cosat 

19 Indian 

20 Let go 

22 Meat cuts 
24 Good 
26 Small ease 
26 Lucifer 
26 Giselle 

32 Quarrelsome 
woman 

33 Fixed routine 

35 It. rtver 

36 Always 

37 Had a liking 

38 Flan 

39 Genuine 

40 Liturgy 

41 Cover with 
metal 

42 Craftsman 

44 Feather 

45 Muffins 

46 Dow n wind 

47 NYC 


CtSW Mn MMa SanriCM. Inc. 
m Mgoa Hawnad 


10 Mrs. Nick 
Charles 

11 Arduous trip 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


50 Like a sauna 12 Some bills 


54 Blind as - 

55 Heli. priest’s 
v estm e nt 

57 Indian 
SB liquid 
measure 
59 Enterprise 


15 Cuddled 
21 Related 
23 Calendar abbr. 
25 Ma Lauder 
28 Loirganis 
27 Leave granted 
by a bishop 


SO Home ol Olaf 29 Reverie 
61 Squirming 30 MatsmaflV 


nnnnn nrinn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnnnn nnnmnnrc 
nnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnifi 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn finnan 


1 Medium 

2 Monstar 

3 Canvas 

4 Perfunctorfly 

5 Bondman 


34 Table 
leaving 

37 FOfad to the 
brim 

41 Entreaty 


6 Narrow street 43 The — 

7 Footnote abbr. Around Us 1 

8 Beatty 44 Promts* 

9 Rarely 48 Maks up 


47 Kind of ptem 

48 Thsatar award 

49 Difficult to ' 
belleva 

50 Tibia 


51 **— most 
unusual day" 

52 — ms tangero 

53 Earth hist 
58 Taro food 


Sweden snatch 5-0 table tennis win 


20-year Chinese reign ended 


DORTMUND, West Germany (Agencies) Sweden, 
shocked defending tit lists China 5-0 late Tuesday, 
winning the men’s team title at the world table tennis 
championships. 


feting to the Chinese the last 
three times at the world cham- 


Sweden’s victory came despite 
a 15-minute disruption in the 
fourth match when China’s two- 
time world champion, Jiang 
Jialiang, complained about a call 
against him and refused to con- 
tinue until the umpire was 
changed He got his way bat still 


lost to Jan-Ove Waldner, ranked 
no. 2 in the world. 

By that time Sweden had the 
match well in hand with Euro- 
pean champion Mikael Appel- 
gren, and Jorgen Persson, no. 6 
in the world, joining Waldner. 

Sweden, took the crown after 


- Hie last time the Chinese lost a 
men’s title was in 1979. The 
Chinese women won the team 
title Monday for the eighth 
straight time. 

At the 1987 world cham- 
pionships, China took six of the 
seven titles, losing only the 
women’s doubles. 

But the Swedes ' denied the 
Chinese the men’s crown in the 


A French comedy of errors ... 


PARIS (R) — France's most 
popular current farce may still 
lack a title but die script looks 
promising enough to be consi- 
dered for a run at Paris's Opera 
Comique. 


the bizarre daily developments of 
a saga variously known as the 
Tigana case, the Bez-Tapie affair 
or, more prosaically, the French 
Football Crisis. 

The plot, intrinsically some- 
what thm, has been more or less 
submerged in a stream of accusa- 
tions, insults, threats of legal ac- 
tion. resignations, appeals rever- 
sals of previous decisions and 
even an intervention by the sports 
minister himself. 

To begin to understand what 
it is all about, you must first study 
the programme notes on the lead- 
ing characters. 

They are — not strictly in order 
of appearance — a black soccer 
professional, played by Jean 
Tig ana a socialist milli o naire en- 
trepreneur, played by Bernard 
Tapie, and a right-wing politi- 
cian. club boss and ‘ would-be 
saviour of French football whose 
part will be taken by Claude Bez. 

Jean Fournet-Fayard and Jean 
Sadoul have supporting parts as 
the presidents of the French 
Football Federation and league 
and, because no show is complete 
without a female lead, Oddle Lan- 
ceau will play Foumet-Fayard’s 
secretary. 

The action takes place in 
France daring the spring of 1989. 
Bez, president of French first 
divirion soccer club Bordeaux 
and easily recognised by his large 
droopy moustache, has recently 
persuaded arch-enemy Tapie, 
boss of the Marseille team, to 
lend him disgraced player Eric 
Cantona until the end of the 
season. •. 

Transfers are banned in France 
after the mid-winter break but 
Bez has taken advantage of a new 
rule allowing clubs a dispensation 
if a regular first-team player is 
seriously injured. Cantona, who 
had been suspended by Marseille 
for throwing his shirt at a referee 
in a charity game, takes the place 
of injured Bordeaux midfielder 
Bernard Genghini. 

The curtain rises for act 1. The 
suave and well-groomed Tapie 
calls on Bez to return the favour 
as his Senegalese forward 
Abdoulaye Diallo has been badly 
hurt in a cup match. The two 
agree that experienced interna-, 
tional midfielder Tigana, 33, will | 
be loaned to title-chasing 
Marseille. 

To maintain the suspense, the 
audience is not told why political 


and temperamental opposites 
Tapie and Bez, normally given to 
public exchanges of insults, have 
suddenly become so chummy. 

Act II. The French league 
executive meets in Paris and de- 
rides not to allow the loan of 
Tigana who is already with toe 
Marseille team on the way to a 
.match in Metz. 

Though there is nothing in its 
statutes to prevent the move, the. 
executive, plainly worried by the 
way to rich dubs are manipulat- 
ing the system, rules that a team 
which has benefitted from a dis- 
pensation cannot itself lend a 
player. 

Act 111. Tapie and Bez cry foul 
and a furore breaks out in which 
everyone insults' everyone eke. 
Tapie announces in die French 
capital that be is referring the 
matter to a civil court and de- 
mands the result of Marseille’s 
3-1 defeat in Cannes be annulled. 

His argument is eloquently pre- 
sented. Cannes were playing 
Yugoslav full-back Zoran Vu- 
jovic, another player loaned out 
by Bordeaux after they had taken 
Cantona on board. If Vujovic, 
then why not Tigana, be says. 

. The scene switches to Bor- 
deaux. Bez, with eyes as big and 
sad as those of a bloodhound 
refused a second helping of din- 
ner, gives a news conference to 
announce his resignation as quar- 
termaster of the French national 
team, a post he took up last 
November after being in- 
strumental in the putsch to re- 


place national trainer Henri 
Michel with Michel Platini. 

He roundly accuses Fournet- 
Fayard and Sadoul of incompe- 
tence, claim* Lanceau is a wily 
secretary who wields the real 
"power at the federation and im- 
plies a racist derision was made 
because of Tigana’s colour. 

Act. IV . Fournet-Fayard and 
Sadoul hit back and sports minis- 
ter Roger Bambuck, alarmed at 
toe damage being inflicted on the 
image of French soccer, particu- 
larly as France is bidding for the 
1998 World Cup finals, calls all 
parties together to sort out the 
mess. 

It is undear how many more 
acts there will be though it looks 

“French football... will 
reduce people who love . 
the game to tears. Re- 
cent developments are 
less and less comic and 
more and more 
tragic.” 

set to run and run despite a dally 
panning by the critics. 

The sports paper L’Equipe, in 
its review, said: “French football 
is in die process of turning from a 
grotesque situation to a sadness 
which will reduce people who 
love the game to tears. Recent 
developments are less and less 
comic and more and more 
tragic.” 


team championships this year. 

Appelgren beat Jiang in the 
first match, 21-10, 18-21, 21-15. 
to set Sweden’s winning form. 

Jiang, slightly hampered by :» 
hamstring injury, attacked fre- 
quently but Appelgren was able 
to hold off the drives and take 
advantage of Jiang’s slight loss oi 
mobility. 

J iang complained several times 
when the umpire, Fritz Bigler of 
West Germany, called faults on 
his for not having bis racket 
above the table at the start of live 
service. 

Waldner fell to Teng Yi in the 
first game of the next match. 
22-24. But with brilliant defensive 
lobs and surprise backhand drives 
he took the next two games. 

21- 19, 21-17, -to put Sweden up 
2-0. 

Persson won another three - 
game encounter with Chen Long- 
can, the top doubles player in the 
world. Persson took the routes: 

22- 24, 21-16, 21-12. 

In the fourth match Jiang and 
Waldner split the first two games. 
With Waldner leading, 8-5, and 
Jiang serving again, the umpire 
called another fault against him. 

Jiang complained again and 
asked for Eigler to be changed. 
He then called for the tourna- 
ment referee, Johann KJeewein of 
Austria, and did not continue. 

At one point, Kleewein said 
the mat ch was over and was ready 
to forfeit it to the Swedish player. 

But Jiang continued to protest 
and finally an impromptu meet- 
ing of the technical committee 
upheld the point against Jiang but 
changed the umpire to Horst 
Braun of West Germany. Jiang 
then resumed playing. 

Waldner went on to take the 
third game, 21-16, and put 
Sweden on the verge of winning. 

Then Appelgren beat Chen m 
the fifth match, 21-17, 21-16, to 
win the championship for Sweden 
and was awarded a toss in the air 
by his victorious teammates. 

fhma have lost only two men's 
team finals since 1971 and have 
defeated the Swedes in the last 
three. 
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World News 


Poland, Solidarity sign historic pact 


WARSAW (R) — The Polish government and 
opposition signed agreements Wednesday on unpre-. 
cedented reforms that will end the communist 
party's monopoly of power. 


The signing took place at the 
final session of marathon govem- 
mcnt-opposition talks that 
brought agreement on legalising 
the banned Solidarity union and 
injecting an element of democra- 
cy into 'the nation's political in- 
stitutions. 

“We are entering a new stage 
on the road to democracy but we 
still have a long way to go,” 
Solidarity leader Lech Walesa 
said as he entered the meeting in 
an 18th century Warsaw palace. 

The reforms are designed to 
pull Poland out of economic and 
political crisis. 

They will give the opposition a 
role in parliament. Many opposi- 
tion members were imprisoned 


under martial law which General 
Wojciech Jaruzelski imposed in 
1981 to suppress Solidarity. 

Solidarity is expected to obtain 
legal registration later this month 
for the first time since 1981 and 
many of its leaders are likely to 
enter parliament in June under an 
electoral pact with the govern- 
ment. 

The union's leadership over- 
came last-minute hesitation and 
signed the package despite failing 
to win an all-party agreement on 
wage indexation to compensate 
for soaring inflation. 

The official OPZZ unions pul- 
led out of the agreement earlier 
and Solidarity accused them of 
acting for Communist Party hard- 


liners in a bid to torpedo the 
reforms. 

Solidarity spokesman Janusz 
Onyszkiewicz had said Tuesday 
the hardliners were behind a re- 
fusal by the communist-led 
OPZZ unions to accept a com- 
promise deal thrashed out at 
eight weeks of talks to create an 
index tying wage rises to infla- 
tion. 

“There is an obvious political 
calculation of a certain tendency 
within the party to break up the 
talks.” Onyszkiewicz told a news 
conference. 

In exchange. Solidarity has 
agreed to discourage strikes and 
try to hold down popular unrest 
while the authorities tackle infla- 
tion , shortages and economic 
backwardness and attempt to 
switch Poland's economy to a 
market-oriented system. 

Government and opposition 
leaders have warned that growing 


economic hardship could bring 
popular unrest which might upset 
the deal they have worked out to 
save Poland from upheaval. 

The deal includes what Solidar- 
ity calls a new “infrastructure of 
democracy” — more independ- 
ence for judges, some opposition 
access to the media, liberalisation 
of the right to form associations 
and political dubs and an offidal 
pledge to establish local govern- 
ment independence. 

The most striking feature is 
what communist leader General 
Wojciech Jaruzelski calls the 
move towards “socialist par- 
liamentary democracy.” 

Under a government-opposi- 
tion electoral pact the opposition 
will enter the Sejm (lower house) 
in June for the fust time with a 35 
per cent share of the seats. 

The communists have simul- 
taneously agreed to give up their 
53 per cent majority in the Sejm. 


Lech Walesa 

Political sources say they will 
accept 38 per cent of the seats 
although their coalition with 
allied groups will have a 65 per 
cent majority. 

Equally striking is a constitu- 
tional reform creating a 100- 
member Senate (upper house) 
which will be the East Bloc's first 
democratically-elected par- 
liamentary institution. 



Soviet 
seats still 


undecided 


Prince William Sound: The grounded tanker Exxon Valdez named through an oil-soaked iceberg after leaking nearly 240,000 barrels of 
oil. And a red-necked grebe, one of the victims of the spill (inset) 


Alaska wildlife battles ‘greasy slime* of spill 


VALDEZ (R) — Just a fortnight 
ago the wildlife of Alaska's Port 
William Sound frolicked in some 
of North America's purest wa- 
ters. 

Now they are struggling with 
the greasy slime of more than 10 
million gallons of crude oil spilled 
from the supertanker Exxon Val- 
dez when it hit the rocks of 
Bligh’s reef March 24. 

Wildlife experts said Tuesday 
that even marine animals, birds 
and fish which had survived the 
spill would be seriously en- 
dangered in coming years. 

"It’s like the poaching of Afri- 
can animals, Lite continuing kill- 
ing of the South American rain 


forests, urban sprawl and the 
killing of sea mammals in high 
seas,” said Jon Lyman of the 
Alaskan Department of Fish and 
Game. 


ducks, murres, glaucous-wing 
gulls and bald eagles — have 
been discovered covered in oil. 


The oil slick has spread to more 
than 2,600 square kilometres — 
an area the size of Luxembourg 
— and has reached as for as the 
Gulf of Alaska while washing 
ashore on more than 1,200 
kilometres of coastline. Lyman 
said. 


“In these numbers when they 
are oiled, they look like rocks and 
they are difficult to see,” Lyman 
told Reuters. “One in 10 is dead 
and many are being taken by 
predators such as gulls and eagles 
or they are carried off by the tide. 


The devastation of these 
spawning grounds prompted the 
Alaskan state government to ban 
herring fishing this year in the 
sound and to allow fisherman to 
apply for compensation. 


Twenty of the 30 species of 
birds found in the sound area 
year-round — including Canada 
geese, mallards, white-winged 
scoters, surf scoters, harlequin 


The timing of the spill was 
particularly harmful to fisheries, 
coming only weeks before hun- 
dreds of millions of salmon fry 
were to be released from hatch- 
eries and ahead of the herring 
spawning season when most are 
harvested. 


Last year 10,000 tonnes of her- 
ring worth $11 million were 
caught in the sound. 

Officials hope enough spawn 
will survive for a season next 


year. 


The international conservation 
group Greenpeace also fears for 
“the population levels of marine 
mammals such as otters, sea lions 
and seals,” said their spokes- 
woman Dorrie Smith. 


MOSCOW (R) — Results from 
the Soviet parliamentary elec- 
tions last moDth show 274 seats 
still undecided, with a second 
round of voting due in the next 
few weeks, TASS news agency 
reported Tuesday. 

Results across the country from 
the first contested elections in 70 
years showed a dear swing of 
public opinion against the esta- 
blishment. Many senior Commun- 
ist Party, government and milit- 
ary figures foiled to get elected. 

In those seats where more than 
two candidates stood, with none 
taking 50 per cent of the poll, a 
second round will be held April 9 
between the two most successful 
candidates. 

In seats where only one or two 
candidates stood, and still failed 
to take the necessary 50 per cent, 
a new election with different 
candidates will take place May 
14. . 

The results, announced by the 
Central Election Commission, 
were also declared invalid in 
three seats where turnout was 
below 50 per cent. 

TASS did not name the consti- 
tuendes. and it was not clear if 
the low turnout was the result of 
boycotts, held in some districts 
where only a single candidate 
stood. 

Despite electoral setbacks for 
some senior figures, TASS said 
87.6 of those elected to the New 
Congress of People’s Deputies 
were party members. 

Of the elected deputies 17.1 
per cent are women, 18.6 percent 
industrial workers and 11.2 per 
cent peasants. 

The Congress, which will in 
turn elect from its members a 
New Supreme Soviet or parlia- 
ment with real executive powers 
in contrast to its rubber-stamp 
predecessor, must convene by 
May 26, two months after the 
election. 


Austalia’s 

most-sought 

fugitive 

captured 


SYDNEY (AP) — Australia's 
most- wanted man. sought for the 
theft of 41) million dollars (S33 
million), was captured Wednes- 
day after a two-wcek manhunt 
that stretched all the way across 
the outback. 

John Friedrich was the subject 
of a nationwide hunt since he 
vanished from Melbourne March 
21, leaving his search-and-rescue 
company bankrupt with debts of 
225 million dollars ($180 million). 

Friedrich had been chief execu- 
tive of the National Safety Coun- 
cil of Australia (NSCA) since 
1986 and had transformed it from 
a one-aircraft operation into a 
fleet reaching into the South Paci- 
fic. The NSCA collapsed the day 
after Friedrich disappeared. 

The case caused a sensation in 
Australia, with news media alleg- 
ing Friedrich hud links to foreign 
intelligence organisations, flew 
espionage flights across the out- 
back and dabbled in arms and 
drugs trafficking. 

Friedrich was caught outside a 
gasoline station near Perth, the 
capital of western Australia 
(state), after driving 3.000 
kilometres across the continent. 

Police said Friedrich, who had 
shaved off his distinctive beard, 
offered no resistance. 

Authorities caught up with him 
following a lip that his car was 
abandoned north of Perth Mon- 
day. A police spokesman said it 
appeared Friedrich had tried to 
book a ticket on a limousine 
couch back to Melbourne. As the 
dragnet closed in, a police 
spokesman said, “the noose is 1 
there, it’s just a matter of slipping 
it over his head.” 

Police said they were not sure if 
Friedrich was even his real name 
or whether he was an Australian 
citizen or an illegal migrant. 

A West German newspaper 
said Friedrich appeared to be a 



John Friedrich 

Friedrich Hohenbcrger. who 
apparently faked his own death in 
1974 after defrauding a West 
German construction firm of 
$ 200 , 000 . 

Friedrich's tearful wife Shirley 
had pleaded on national televi- 
sion for her husband to “come 
home to the children and clear up 
this mess.” 


Prime Minister Bob Hawke 
said media claims of intelligence 
involvement were “fanciful” and 
Defence Minister Kim Beazley 
rejected suggestions Friedrich 
used his operation to infiltrate 
sensitive intelligence gathering 
bases jointly operated with the 
United States, as well as Austra- 
lian military installations. 


Hanoi sets date for pullout 


PHNOM PENH, Kampuchea 
(AP) — Vietnam announced 
Wednesday it would withdraw all 
its troops from Kampuchea by 
Sept. 30 to encourage a settle- 
ment of the 10-year-old conflict 
among waning Kampuchean fac- 
tions. 

The announcement was made 
by Vietnam and Kampuchea dur- 
ing simultaneous news confer- 
ences in Hanoi and Phnom Penh, 
the Kampuchean capital. 

Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
leader of the three-member Kam- 
puchean resistance coalition, 
reacted cautiously to the 
announcement and said any with- 
drawal must be verified by the 
United Nations. 

Vietnam previously said it 
would withdraw its troops by 
1990, but would move the pullout 
up to September if a political 


settlement could be reached. 

Wednesday's statement indi- 
cated the pullout would go ahead 
even without a settlement. It said 
the Kampucheans reserved the 
right to ask for foreign assistance 
if anti-government guerrillas 
threatened the Vietnamese-back- 
ed administration. 

“Vietnam will withdraw from 
Kampuchea all of her forces by 
the end of September 1989.” said 
the statement, read to reporters 
by Kampuchean Prime Minister 
Hun Sen. “The total withdrawal 
of Vietnamese forces and the 
cessation of all foreign interfer- 
ence and all military aid will put 
an end to the civil war and stimu- 
late the Kampuchean parties to 
settle the internal aspects of the 
Kampuchean question before 
September 1989 on the basis of 
nutiomil reconciliation.” 


The statement said Canada, 
Poland. Indonesia and India had 
been invited to jointly monitor 
the pullout in coordination with a 
representative of U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

Hun Sen said the monitoring 
commission could number up to 
600 people and might be asked to 
remain to monitor a general elec- 
tion after the war ends. 

He said he would meet with 
Sihanouk in Jakarta. Indonesia, 
May 2 in a new effort “to resolve 
the problem of Kampuchea.” 
But Hun Sen rejected Siha- 
nouk's previous demand that the 
Vietnamese-backed government 
in Kampuchea be dissolved prior 
to a general election. 

“Only the Kampuchean people 
have the right to dismantle” the 
government through elections, he 
said. 


The NSCA had a fleet of about 
32 aircraft and was the country's 
largest private rescue operation, 
employing a staff of 450. 


Friedrich was described hy em- 
ployees as “charismatic and a real 
charmer 1 ' and newspapers said he 
duped financial institutions into 
lending him millions of dollars 
with ' inadequate accounts and 
assurances of new equipment for 
collateral. 


World refugee figure rises 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
number of refugees who have 
fled their native lands rose by 
1.1 million last year to 14.4 
million, mostly because of civil 
wars in east Africa, the U.S. 
committee for refugees re- 
ported. 

It estimated that another 14 
to 20 million are refugees with- 
in their own countries. In many 
places, no careful figures are 
kept and there are many defini- 
tions of oho is a refugee. 

“These are not numbers. 
They are people;” said Roger 
P. Winter, director of the com- 
mittee, in a statement on its 
report. “Each one of tfaesel4.4 
million represents an individual 
human tragedy. 11 

The committee is a private 
group financed by foundations, 
churches and contributions 
from individuals. 

The largest new groups de- 
scribed in the annual report 
made public this week were: 

— 335,000 who fled to 


Ethiopia when a brag-simmer- 
ing revolt flared up last sum- 
mer in Somalia. About 600,000 
have been displaced within 
Somalia, which has a popula- 
tion of about eight million. 

— Almost 250,000 Mozambi- 
cans who lied a 14-year-old 
revolt against their communist 
government by the RENAMO 
guerrilla movement. The com- 
mittee says 1,147,000 Mozam- 
bicans have now gone to other 
countries and two million of the 
country's 15 million people 
have been violently uprooted 
within its borders. 

— More than 150,000 re- 
fugees east to Ethiopia because 
rebel fighting against the gov- 
ernment of the Sudan. They 
brought the total of Sudanese 
there to 350,000. About two 
million people are reported to 
have lost their homes. 

The largest number of re- 
fugees comes from Afghanis- 
tan: more than 5.9 million, 
according to the committee's 


figures. They five mostly In 
Pakistan and Iran. 

Palestinians — 2.3 million — 
make up the second largest 
group. Ethiopia, to which 
700,000 refugees have fled, has 
seen about 2.1 million of its 
own people flee abroad. 

Most of the Afghans have 
fled in the last eight or nine 
years. Some Palestinians left 
more than 40 years ago when 
Israel became a state, and their 
children and grandchildren art? 
considered ref ogees. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker told Congress last 
month that be is planning to 
ask for another $100 million 
this year for refugees, in addi- 
tion to the 412 million already 
available. For the Following 
year, the administration of 
President George Bush is 
asking a cut in spending. 

• Baker said his department 
will complete a review of its 
refugee programmes soon after 
May 1. 
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Defiant Nujoma 
refuses to pull out 


HARARE (R) — South West 
Africa's People's Organisation 
(SWAPO) President Sam Nu- 
joma refused Wednesday to with- 
draw his guerrilla fighters from 
northern Namibia, where nearly 
200 have been killed in five days 
of fighting with South African 
forces. 

Nujoma accused the United 
Nations peacekeeping troops of 
negligence and South Africa of 
trying to sabotage Namibia's 
planned independence from Pre- 
toria. 

He told reporters who asked if 
he would withdraw his guerrillas 
at United Nations' request: “We 
have been fighting in Namibia for 
23 years., it is an insult to our 
intelligence.” 

He again denied that SWAPO 
fighters bad crossed into Namibia 
from Angola, a South African 
charge largely accepted by the 
U.N. 

South African Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha Tuesday delivered an 
ultimatum to the United Nations 
to curb SWAPO, or he would 
halt Namibia’s countdown to in- 
dependence unless the U.N. 
acted “within hours.” 

Nujoma said U.N. reports 
backing up the charge of cross- 
border infiltration “are based on 
information extracted from sick 
people in bed” — a* reference to 
the questioning of wounded 
SWAPO guerrillas. 

“This claim by South Africa 
that SWAPO crossed April 1 is a 
lie,” be said. 

Asked why he believed SWA- 
PO guerrillas were allowed to be 
in northern Namibia, he said 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 435 categorically stated that 
both South African troops and 
SWAPO forces would tra con- 
fined to bases April 1 by UN- 
TAG, the U.N.’s monitoring 
force. 

“I was one of those who negoti- 


ated this plan in 1977 and 1978 
he said. Resolution 435 is the 
blueprint for Namibia’s U.N.-su- 


pervised transition from April 1 
idence. 


to democracy and indepen 
He acknowledged that under 
Geneva protocols signed by 


South Afirka, Angola and Cute 
fAPO forces inside 


last year, SW. _ 

Angola were to be withdrawn 
north of the 16th parallel, 160 
kilometres from the border. 

“But I wanted to stick to 435, 
he said. - 

Asked where SWAPO had 
bases in northern Namibia,, he 
replied: “A guerrilla fighter does 
not have a base.” 

He said it should have been up 
to the U.N. forces to allocate 
places for the guerrillas to assem- 
ble in safety and be given food 
and water. 


He accused U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
of negligence in foiling to have 
sufficient UNTAG forces de- 
ployed by April 1. 

He said he still had faith in the 
U.N. but replied “no comment” 
when asked if he wanted the 
dismissal of its special representa- 
tive in Windhoek, Martti Ahti- 
saari. 

Nujoma said he did not know 
how much progress bad been 
achieved in talks In Luanda about 
a ceasefire. 


He shrugged off South Africa's 
threat to suspend the independ- 
ence process: “As far as our 
freedom is concerned there will 
be no compromise,” he said. 

He repeated a call made to 
ambassadors of the five Security 
Council permanent members to 
meet and authorise an immediate 
increase in the size of UNTAG to 
7,500 men. 

Nujoma disclosed that he had 
asked die five powers to supply 
planes to fly more U.N. troops 
into Namibia. 


Gorbachev refects 
export of revolution 


HAVANA (R) — Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev, urging a 
political solution to the conflict in 
Central America, used a Havana 
forum Tuesday to issue a ringing 
renunciation of export of revolu- 
tion — and of counter-revolution. 

Id a speech to Cuba's parlia- 
ment, Gorbachev also called for 
an end to all arms supplies to the 
region and rejected U.S. asser- 
tions that Latin America was part 
of its “backyard,” saying 
Washington still seemed tempted 
to use force in the area. 


“We are resolutely against any 
form of export of revolution, or 
of counter-revolution,” the 
Kremlin chief declared as Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro — accused by 
the United States of using milit- 
ary aid to promote his brand of 
communism — listened atten- 
tively.” 

The problems of Central 
America, he said, “can only be 
solved by political means... 
through a Latin American solu- 
tion on the basis of a balance of 
interest of all the sides involved, 
without any interference from the 
outside.” 

His remarks amounted to a 
dear rejection of calls from U.S. 
President Bush that he call a 
unilateral halt to Soviet military 
aid to its allies in the area. 


On the eve of Gorbachev's 
arrival Cuban deputy Foreign 
Minister Raul Roa Kouri said his 
country had the right to support 
revolutionaries “because other 
governments believe they have a 


right to support counter-revolu- 
tionaries,” an apparent reference 
to U.S. aid for Nicaragua's contra 
rebels. 

Gorbachev’s speech, his last 
engagement of a three-day visit to 
Havana and his first-ever sortie 
into Latin America, came after 
he and Castro bad signed a 
friendship treaty hailing their two 
countries “indestructible 
friendship and solidarity.” 

Both denounced what they said 
were suggestions in the West that 
they had serious policy differ- 
ences, and dearly sought to de- 
monstrate in every public appear- 
ance that they were on excellent 
personal and political terms. 

“This was a very significant 
meeting.” Gorbachev told repor- 
ters at a .brief news conference 
with Castro after the parliamen- 
tary session. 

“This visit was preceded by a 
lot of speculation, as though I was 
coming to see an enemy. I must 
say this is pure invention.” 

While Castro, speaking to his 
parliament before the Soviet 
leader, attacked U.S. “imperial- 
ists” behaviour around the world, 
although in terms milder than 
those he uses to a purely home 
audience, Gorbachev struck a 
more moderate note. 

He called on other developed 
countries to support proposals be 
made at the United Nations last 
December for a 30-year or longer 
moratorium on Third World 
financial debts, saying it would 
“help get the blood vessels of the, 
world economy moving again.” ’ 


ETA ends truce; 
Spain still hopeful 


MARDID (R) — Basque separ- 
atist guerrillas say their three- 
month-old trace is over, but the 
Spanish government retains some 
hope they will not resume attacks 
ana peace talks can go on. 

ETA (Basque Homeland and 
Freedom) said in a communique 
Tuesday it was ending the truce 
because the government had not 
honoured a pledge to negotiate a 
political settlement in return for 
an extended ceasefire. 

The communique, responding 
to the government's stand it will 
talk only about a technical way 
out for the guerrillas, appeared to 
dash the best hopes ever for an 
end to ETA's bloody campaign. 

The group has killed more than 
600 people in a 21-year war for 
independence in the northern 
Basque country. In January it 
declared a truce which paved the 
way for peace talks in Algiers 
between exiled guerrillas and 
government representatives. 

Commenting on the communi- 
que, Socialist Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez said hopes that 
dialogue could continue had to be 
preserved up to the last moment. 

“The government has to be 
extremely cautious until the last 
moment as what is at stake is very 
important.” he said. “I don’t 
want to endanger what's at stake 
by saying anything imprudent.” 

“I'm ail more the more cau- 


tious since I think, the chances of 
the process continuing could be 
ending,” he said. 

If ETA does cany out an 
attack, “It will be the frill stop” 
on talks with the group, Gonzalez 
said. 

The Basque regional govern- 
ment said it would not regard the 
truce as broken unless an attack 
actually took place. 

Security forces were on alert to 
try to prevent guerrillas crossing 
into Spain from hideouts in 
France and Interior Ministry 
sources said prominent politicians 
and businessmen had been 
warned against a possible kidnap- 

ping- 

The guerrillas said they would 
resume the talks only if the gov- 
ernment acknowledged What they 
said was agreed in Algiers — that 
foe talks were working towards a 
negotiated settlement on ‘the 
group's political demands. 

Those include self-determina- 
tion for the Basque, country, foe 
withdrawal of national security 
forces and the incorporation of. 
neighbouring Navarre into foe 
Basque country. 

The government’s stance that it 
will discuss only pardons for indi- 
vidual guerrillas has been backed 
by political parties in both' Mad- 
rid and the Basque country, who 
angrily condemned ETA for en- 
ding its truce. 



Honest mayor 
fines himself 


PARSIPPANY* New Jersey 
(AP) — "When Mayor Frank 
Priore learned recently that his 
driver's licence expired in 1987, 
he (fid more than rush to have it 
renewed. He suspended himself 
for one'day without pay. “I think 
that , was foe fairest .thing I could 
do with myself," Priore said 
Wednesday. Priore said he didn't 
realise he had been driving ille- 
gally until he was contacted by a 
reporter. As head of the city's 
police department, be said he had 
to set an example. So be went to 
foe police chief and told him to 
write him a ticket. “He was kind 
of shocked,” Priore said. “He 
said, *1 can't give you a ticket,’ 
and I said, ‘You’re being ordered 
to give me a ticket."’ Priore said 
be decided not to be lenient on 
hims elf. A police officer driving 
with an expired licence would be 
suspended for a day without pay, 
so he said he decided he should 
face foe same penalty. He will 
work through the one-day sus- 
pension, but will remove $231 
from his pay, Priore said, adding 
that the ticket cost $20. Priore 
said he decided not to send him- 
self to jail because he did not 
deliberately let the licence expire. 
He said the notice to renew prob- 
ably was sent to his former 
address. 


‘Chariot’s Year' 
begins 


CORSIER-SUR-VEVEY, 
Switzerland (AP) — “Chariot’s 
Year” has begun at this wine- 
growing village as it prepares to 
jonour Charlie Chaplin on the 
100th anniversary of his birth 
with a string of festivities. “Chair- 
lot” is foe name French-speaking 
ferns gave foe world-famous com- 
edian, who died here Christmas 
Day 1977 after spending a quarter 
of a century at Corsier. Festivities 
officially will begin in Vevey, the 
Lake Geneva town just below 
hillside Corsier, on April 16, foe 
day Chaplin was born in London 
in 1889. Swiss President Jean- 
Pascal Delamuraz is scheduled to 
attend a ceremony naming a 
“Square Chaplin,” which already 
features a near-lifesize statue of 
his movie character with 
trademark bowler hat, moustache 
and walking stick. Chaplin, who 
was knighted by Queen Elizabeth 
in 1975, and his wife, Oona. often 
strolled along foe lake nearby. 
Lady Oona continues to reside at 
foe Manoir de Ban, foe 18th- 
century Manor above Corsier 
that Chaplin bought in 1953. A 
special show opening April 29 
and running through summer will 
feature photos, documents and 
other exhibits focusing on the 
time Chaplin spent in the region. 


‘Dog could help 
sniff i 


out cancer’ 


LONDON (R) — A woman 
whose life was probably saved by 
her dog’s keen sense of smell has 
prompted British doctors to con- 
sider using dogs to help, them 
diagnose cancer. In foe latest 
edition of foe Lancet Medical 
Journal, doctors at King’s Col- 
lege Hospital in London said a 
woman was alerted to a cancer- 
ous mole on her leg after her 
mongrel spent several minutes, 
each day sniffing at it. Eventually 
foe dog — a cross between a 
Collie and a Doberman — bit off 
foe lesion, prompting the woman 
to see a doctor two years ago. He 
diagnosed cancer. “This dog may 
have saved her owner’s life by 
prompting her to seek treatment 
when foe lesion was still at a thin 
and curable stages,” the article 
said. The doctors said if was 
worth considering using dogs with 
a highly-developed sense of smell 
to help diagnose cancer. The doc- 
tors said it was possible mali gnan t 
tumours. emit unique odours un- 
detectable to man but easily 
sensed by dogs. 
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The weather at 
major world 
capitals 8- cities 
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